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A  DATE  TO  REMEMBER. 


The  Winter  Issue  of  i'he  Chemist  and  Druggist  will  be 
published  on  January  25,  1893.  Will  advertisers  please  note 
this  ?  The  reason  is  that  we  shall  accept  circulars  and 
price  lists  for  distribution  in  that  issue,  and  it  is  important 
that  all  who  wish  to  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity 
should  give  early  instructions  to  their  printers.  Onr 
Publisher  will  supply  fall  particulars  on  application. 


POSTCARD  COMPETITION. 


This  month's  competition  closes  at  the  end  of  next  week. 
The  subject  is  sketches  or  designs  for  any  of  the  weekly 
headings  in  the  0.  <5"  D  ,  suoh  as  "  Trade  Reports,"  "  Winter 
Session,"  &c.  We  are  to  give  a  guinea  to  the  one  we  con- 
sider be;-t,  and  half  a  guinea  to  each  one  adopted  for 
regular  use. 


Summary 


Some  particulars  regardirg  the  contents  of  cur  forlhccii) icg 
Diary  are  given  on  p.  767. 

In  our  Trade-note  section  will  be  found  particulars  of  a 
number  of  novelties  (p.  769). 

The  new  way  in  which  cinchona  samples  are  taken  at 
Amsterdam  is  described  on  p.  749. 

The  London  County  Council  demand  better  terms  from 
the  suppliers  of  chemical  apparatus  (p.  747). 

The  new  quinine-factory  seems  likely  to  disturb  prices 
so  we  say  something  about  the  matter  on  p.  761. 

We  publish  portraits  of  the  Mayors  of  Grimsby,  Windsor, 
and  Saffron  Walden,  who  are  all  pharmacists  (p.  768). 

Those  who  buy  vanillas  should  read  the  article  on  p.  763, 
which  deals  with  the  present  peculiar  position  of  the  "  beans." 

We  report  upon  the  Delmonico  dinner  given  to  Mr.  Thomas 
Tyrer  and  Mr.  Ludwig  Mond  by  American  chemists  (p.  765). 

At  the  Liverpool  Junior  Association,  after  some  useful 
dispensing  notes,  Mr.  Welsh  spoke  on  "Fermentation" 
(p.  754). 

The  death  of  Alderman  Edward  Bamford  Taylor,  of  Roch- 
dale, chemist  and  druggist,  at  the  age  of  82,  is  announced 
(p.  767). 

Keeping  a  jar  of  arsenic  and  a  jar  of  sulphur  side- by- 
side  in  a  cupboard,  neither  of  them  labelled,  resulted  ae 
might  have  been  expected  (p.  746). 

Professor  J.  U.  Lloyd,  of  Cincinnati,  U.3.,  has  written 
a  remarkable  book,  in  whicb  he  propounds  rcaoy  scientific 
speculations.    We  comment  on  it  on  p.  761. 

The  meeting  of  the  Chemists'  Aerated  and  Mineral- water? 
Association  (Limited)  was  held  on  Thursday  afternoon, 
when  the  directors'  repoit  was  adopted  (p.  759). 

At  the  meeting  of  the  New  York  section  of  the  Society  of 
Chemical  Industry,  held  last  week,  Mr.  Ludwig  Mono1! 
described  the  properties  of  nickel  carbonyl  (p.  755). 

Serious  fires  on  the  premises  of  Messrs.  Robinson  &  Son 
pill- box  and  lint  manufacturers,  Chesterfield,  and  Messrs 
Pinchin,  Johnson  &  Co  ,  varnish-makers,  Cable  Stieet,  E.,  are 
reported  (p.  747). 

The  letters  addressed  to  us  and  published  this  week  are 
chiefly  on  dispensing  problems,  but  there  are  also  printed  a 
large  number  of  replies  to  con esp indents,  although  ws 
cannot  get  in  all  we  have  in  type  (p.  774). 

Mr.  J.  M.  Cameron,  addressing  the  Edinburgh  juniorn, 
spoke  on  the  evolution  of  pharmacy,  and  Professor  Patrick- 
Geddes  followed  on  the  same  lines,  mentioning,  as  an  exa- 
miner, that  he  has  found  pharmaceutical  students  to  be  well 
prepared  (p.  752). 

Mr.  Ashford,  the  Northampton  chemist  trho  had  muti- 
lated medicine-stamps,  pleaded  guilty  to  the  charge  at  the 
Northampton  Assizes,  and  Mr.  Justice  Day  allowed  him  to  go 
free  on  his  and  a  friend's  recognisances  to  come  up  lor 
judgment  if  called  upon  (p.  754). 

We  report  a  large  number  of  festivities  this  week,  promi- 
nent amongst  them  the  dinners  of  the  Metropolitan  College  of 
Pharmacy  and  the  West  of  London  Chemists'  Association 
At  the  latter  Mr.  John  Harrison  replied  to  The  Chemist, 
and  Druggist's  comments  on  his  recent  addiess  (p.  766). 

Mr.  E.  J.  Smith,  the  well-known  anti  cutting  organiser 
has  addressed  the  Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association  in 
regard  to  combination  to  keep  up  prices  in  the  drug-trade, 
recommending  unity  with  the  view  of  bujirg  from  those 
only  who  do  not  supply  cutters,  and  employing  assistants 
on  condition  that  they  will  not  act  in  the  same  capacity 
for  cutters  (p  751).  We  comment  upon  this  addiess  on 
p.  760. 
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The  Editor  is  obliged  to  correspondents  who 
local  newspapers  containing  items 
of  interest  to  the  trade.    He  will  be 
further  obliged  if  such  paragraphs  be 
marked  in  all  cases. 


Royal  Society. 


The  anniversary  meeting  of  the  Rojal  Society  is  to  be  held 
on  Saturday,  November  30,  at  Burlington  House,  and  the 
same  evening  the  Fellows  and  their  friends  will  dine  at  the 
Whitehall  Rooms.  Lord  Kelvin  is  retiring  from  the  presi- 
dential chair,  and  will  be  succeeded  by  Sir  Joseph  Lister, 
Bart.,  President-elect  of  the  British  Association.  It  is  many 
years  since  a  practising  surgeon  has  presided  over  the  Royal 
Society,  and  the  association  of  two  such  distinguished 
positions  as  now  fall  to  Sir  Joseph  Lister  is  unique  in  the 
history  of  medical  science.  Mr.  William  Crookes  is  to  be 
appointed  a  member  of  the  Council.  The  Davy  medal  is  to 
be  awarded  to  Professor  William  Ramsay  for  his  share  in  the 
discovery  of  argon,  and  for  his  discoveries  regarding  gaseous 
constituents  of  terrestrial  minerals. 

The  Surgeon's  Dispenser  Assaults  him. 
Charles  D.  Pearson  (27),  described  as  a  chemist,  was 
brought  before  Mr.  T.  M.  Colmore  (Stipendiary)  at  the 
Birmingham  City  Police  Court  on  November  14  charged  with 
having  violently  assaulted  George  Percival  Adamson,  surgeon, 
113  Newtown  Row.  Defendant,  who  was  recently  dismissed 
-from  Mr.  Adamson's  employ  as  dispenser  on  account  of 
drunken  habits,  went  to  the  house  the  previous  night  and 
forced  his  way  into  complainant's  private  consulting-room. 
Dr.  Adamson  twice  requested  him  to  leave,  but  he  refused, 
and  complainant  and  his  assistant,  Mr.  Paroell,  pushed  him 
out  of  the  house.  Pearson,  who  was  excitedly  drunk,  then 
"bayoneted"  Mr.  Adamson  with  his  umbrella,  inflicting  a 
nasty  wound  on  the  forehead,  and  also  kicked  him  about  the 
legs.  Defendant  said  he  went  to  the  house  to  see  the  house- 
keeper respecting  some  medicine  she  had  purchased  from 
him,  but  this  the  housekeeper  denied.  The  Stipendiary  : 
You  ought  to  have  gone  when  you  were  told ;  you  will  have 
to  pay  40*.  and  costs  or  go  to  goal  for  a  month. 

The  Struggle  for  Existence. 
The  Newark  Herald  is  still  the  field  on  which  Boots  and 
.  Smith  are  fighting  out  the  question  of  pure  drugs  and  store 
prices.  Good  for  the  N. H.,  anyway.  "Now  that  the  big- 
profit  chemists  have  found  that  Boots  have  come  to  Newark 
they  may  possibly  lower  their  prices — not  to  benefit  the 
public  but  to  oppose  Boots.  But  this  is  absurd.  They  can't 
do  it  for  long,  you  know."  So  say  Boots,  taking  the  whole  of 
the  front  page  of  the  paper.  Smith  in  a  leaded  paragraph 
inside  the  paper  says  the  small  margin  of  profit  on  Smith's 
Puie  Drugs  will  not  admit  of  a  great  flaring  advertisement. 
"  Since  the  severe  competition  in  drugs  has  been  in  vogue, 
there  are  drugs  bought  at  Mincing  Lane  market  which 
previously  would  not  have  been  looked  at  or  have  even  found 
their  way  to  England."  Newark  people  will  surely  drug 
themselves  more  than  ever  so  as  to  keep  this  lively  quarrel 
going. 

Three  Drops  of  Laudanum. 
,  Mrs.  Gibson's  child  was  a  month  old  and  restless ;  so  she 
went  to  Mr.  Jones's  chemist's  shop  in  Cross  Lane,  Manchester, 
and  bought  a  pennyworth  of  laudanum.  Stie  told  the 
Coroner  that  the  young  man  who  served  her  did  not  ask 
what  ^  was  for,  nor  did  she  tell  him.  She  gave  the  child 
mot  more  than  three  drops  of  the  laudanum  in  some  water. 
The  child  fell  asleep  in  five  or  ten  minutes  and.  as  she  could 
not  awaken  him,  she  took  him  to  the  Salford  Hospital,  where 
-death  took  place  the  following  day.  Dr.  Ray,  senior  house 
surgeon  at  the  hospital,  told  the  jury  that  two  drops  of 
laudanum  for  a  child  so  young  as  the  deceased  would  be  a 
-fatal  dose.  A  verdict  of  death  from  misadventure  was 
retained. 


A  Jar  of  Arsenic  in  the  Cupboard. 

Mary  Elizabeth  Barrows,  aged  8  years,  at  West  Tayland, 
Hartland,  Devon,  required  some  medicine.  Her  mother 
sent  her  servant  to  fetch  some  sulphur,  which  was  kept  in  a 
jar  in  a  cupboard.  A  jar  of  arsenic  was  beside  it.  Both 
jars  being  alike  the  servant  brought  the  arsenic.  The 
mother  mixed  the  arsenic  with  the  child's  milk.  Of  course 
the  child  died.  The  arsenic  was  kept  for  the  purpose  of 
washing  sheep. 

An  Eviction  Order. 

At  the  Hertford  County  Court,  on  November  14,  Mr  Wells, 
of  South  Hackney,  sought  to  recover  from  Mr.  Aldridge, 
chemist,  of  Ware,  possession  of  a  shop  and  premises.  The 
defendant  did  not  appear,  but  sent  a  letter  stating  that  he 
had  paid  his  rent  regularly.  Mr.  Dickenson,  the  plaintiff's 
agent,  stated  that  the  defendant  took  the  premises  about 
five  or  six  years  ago,  and  witness  served  him  with  notice  to 
quit  in  March  last.  The  defendant  in  his  letter  said  it 
would  put  him  to  great  inconvenience  if  he  had  to  remove 
his  effects,  and  he  would  experience  great  difficulty  in  find- 
ing suitable  premises  in  the  town.  The  plaintiff,  in  reply  to 
his  Honour,  said  there  were  several  reasons  why  he  wished 
to  get  rid  of  defendant,  one  being  that  he  considered  the 
property  worth  more  than  the  defendant  was  paying,  and  the 
defendant  would  not  pay  an  increased  rental.  Eventually 
his  Honour  made  an  order  on  the  defendant  to  deliver  up 
possession  within  a  fortnight. 

Stealing  from  a  Chemist.  , 
At  the  Southampton  Police  Court,  on  November  15, 
Lawrence  Day  was  charged  with  stealing  two  chilblain- 
sticks  and  a  box  of  corn-cure  from  Mr.  W.  Martin,  chemist, 
112  High  Street,  on  November  14.  Day  went  into  the  shop 
and  gave  an  order  for  some  chemicals,  and  after  he  had 
gone  the  articles  were  missed.  The  value  of  the  articles 
was  3s.  The  defendant  admitted  to  a  detective  that  he  took 
them.    He  was  discharged  with  a  caution. 

A  Cheque-cheat. 

On  Monday,  November  18,  at  the  Central  Criminal  Court, 
Amherst  Richard  Renton  was  indicted  for  obtaining  the 
sum  of  4£  6s  9d.  by  means  of  a  worthless  cheque  from 
Mr.  Arthur  George  Everard,  chemist  and  druggist,  of 
27  Norfolk  Street,  Clapham  Junction.  The  prosecutor  said 
the  prisoner  visited  his  business  premises  and  claimed 
acquaintance.  The  prisoner  said  his  sister  owed  a  small 
bill,  and  witness  said  it  was  3s.  3d.  The  prisoner  said  he 
should  want  some  .soda-syphons,  and  gave  witness  a  card 
with  an  address  on  it.  He  said  he  would  pay  his  sister's 
account,  and  gave  a  cheque  for  4Z.  10s.,  and  witness  gave 
him  4Z.  6s.  Qd.  change.  On  presenting  the  cheque  at  the 
Capital  and  Counties  Bank  it  was  dishonoured.  Prisoner 
pleaded  guilty.  Detective- sergeant  Fentonsaid  prisoner  had 
passed  a  large  number  of  bogus  cheques  in  Ealing,  Croydon, 
Clapham,  and  Wandsworth.  Prisoner,  who  was  a  dramatic 
author,  had  already  undergone  terms  of  seven  and  six  years' 
penal  servitude  for  cheque  frauds.  The  prisoner  was  sentenced 
to  twelve  months'  hard  labour. 

A  Dispenser's  Mistakes. 

At  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  Nottingham  Board  of 
Guardians,  held  on  November  19,  the  Dispensary  Committee 
reported  that  at  a  special  meeting  the  newly-appointed 
assistant-dispenser  was  unanimously  called  upon  to  resign, 
information  having  come  to  the  committee  that  he  had 
made  several  mistakes.  Mr.  Cook  (chemist),  in  moving  the 
adoption  of  the  report,  which  Mr.  Denman  seconded,  stated 
that  his  attention  was  called  to  the  medicine  recently  dis- 
pensed, and  as  a  consequence  he  immediately  had  a  special 
meeting  of  the  committee  called.  Mr.  Payne  commented  on 
the  serious  nature  of  the  incident  reported,  and  impressed 
upon  the  Board  the  impoitance  of  carefulness  in  choosing  a 
new  assistant-dispenser.  Mr.  Denman  explained  that  the 
assistant-dispenser  last  appointed  had  excellent  testimonials. 
Mr.  Cook  stated  that  the  man  had  dispensed  for  some  time 
past  at  a  large  hospital.    The  report  was  adopted. 

-  John  Burns  Used  to  Make  N"ight-lights. 
On  Monday  evening  Mr.  John  Burns,  M.P.,  distributed 
prizes  to  the  members  of  the  Belmont  Institute  at  Price's 
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Candle-factory  in  Battersea,  and  in  tbe  course  of  his  speech 
he  said  he  was  sure  they  had  invited  him  that  evening  less 
because  he  was  their  member  of  Parliament  than  because 
twenty-five  years  ago — and  what  a  long  time  it  seemed  !  —he 
had  commenced  bis  working-days  in  their  midst.  The 
experience  then  gained  in  helping  to  make  artificial  light 
had,  he  believed,  been  of  much  use  to  him  in  assisting  him 
to  avoid  the  dark  places  that  frequently  encompassed  the 
path  of  the  less  wealthy  public  men.  Whether  in  the 
factory,  or  when  engaged  on  the  West  Coast  of  Africa 
transporting  palm-oil  intended  for  Price's,  Battersea  had 
always  occupied  a  place  in  his  heart.  Needless  to  say  these 
remarks  were  received  with  the  heartiest  cheers. 

Townson  &  Merc3r's  Discounts. 

At  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  London  County  Council, 
held  on  Tuesday,  the  Stores  Committee  reported  that  since 
July  1,  1890,  a  contract  {terminable  at  one  month's  notice) 
had  existed  with  Messrs.  Townson  &  Mercer  for  the  supply 
of  chemical  apparatus  and  chemicals  to  the  Council.  As  it 
was  not  the  practice  of  the  Council  to  allow  a  firm  to  have 
the  exclusive  privilege  of  supplying  a  particular  class  of 
goods,  they  deemed  it  desirable  to  compare  Messrs.  Townson 
&  Mercer's  prices  with  those  quoted  by  other  well-known 
firms.  They  found  that  Messrs.  Townson  &  Mercer's  terms 
were  the  most  favourable  to  the  Council,  and  as  tbe  firm  had 
carried  out  their  contract  in  a  satisfactory  manner  they  saw 
no  reason  for  disturbing  the  arraugemeat.  It  was  suggested, 
however,  that  Messrs.  Townson  &  Mercer  might  be  prepared 
to  allow  the  Council  a  discount  if  their  accounts  were  paid 
monthly  instead  of  quarterly,  as  at  present,  and  the  firm  had 
written  expressing  their  willingness  to  supply  chemical 
apparatus  ac  a  discount  of  10  per  cent,  and  chemicals  at  a 
discount  of  5  per  cent,  off  their  list-prices  if  this  were  done 
The  committee  thought  the  Council  should  secure  the 
discounts,  and  recommended — "That  the  contract  with 
Messrs.  Townson  &  Mercer  far  the  supply  of  chemical 
apparatus  and  chemicals  be  continued,  and  that  the  Finance 
Committee  do  make  the  necessary  arrangements  to  secure 
the  special  discounts  offered  by  the  firm." 

Mr.  Idris  said  he  had  some  knowledge  of  the  goods  pro- 
posed to  be  purchased,  and  he  was  in  a  position  to  give  the 
committee  information  which  he  was  quite  sure  would  make 
them  alter  their  opinion.  That  particular  firm  were  supply- 
ing very  much  smaller  customers  than  the  London  County 
Council,  and  were  giving  double  the  discount.  He  hoped 
under  those  circumstances  the  Chairman  would  take  the 
report  back. 

Mr.  Thornton  (Chairman  of  Committee)  said  information 
had  come  to  hand,  and  he  asked  to  be  allowed  to  withdraw 
the  report. 

This  was  agreed  to. 

The  County  Council  Chemist  as  a  Photographer. 

At  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  London  County  Council  the 
report  of  the  Bridges  Committee,  recommending  the  purchase 
of  a  camera  and  the  employment  of  the  chemist  to  take 
certain  photographs  at  an  estimated  cost  of  207,2. ,  was 
opposed  by  Mr.  Leon,  and  the  report  was  taken  back  for 
further  consideration. 

Summary  Dismissal  of  a  Chemist's  Assistant. 

At  the  Woolwich  County  Court  on  November  20,  before 
Judge  Bristowe,  William  John  Thomas,  chemist's  assistant, 
142  Qainn  Street,  Waterloo  Road,  London,  sued  Mr.  Harwood, 
chemist,  68  New  Road,  Woolwich,  to  recover  4/.  6s.,  a  month's 
and  a  day's  wages.  Plaintiff  said  he  was  engaged  as  chemist's 
assistant  at  50/.  a  year,  payable  monthly,  and  was  discharged, 
the  defendant  making  out  that  he  was  slightly  intoxicated. 
Judge  :  Were  you  slightly  intoxicated  ?  Plaintiff  :  Well, 
yes  ;  but  it  was  after  business  hours.  Judge  :  Do  you  think 
you  are  at  liberty  to  get  drunk  and  go  back  to  your  master's 
house  in  that  state?  Defendant:  I  had  to  get  a  policeman 
to  turn  him  out.  He  had  been  previously  drunk  in  business 
hours.    Judgment  was  given  for  the  defendant. 

A  Nitric-acid  Accident. 

Last  week  a  young  man,  named  Alfred  Fisher  (20),  bought 
some  nitric  acid  at  the  shop  of  Mr.  Munday,  chemist,  Fore 
Street,  Tiverton.  The  assistant  gave  it  to  him  in  a  small  bottle, 
and  the  young  man  placed  the  bottle  in  his  waistcoat  pocket. 


No  sooner  had  he  done  this  than  the  cork  flew  out,  and  the 
contents  went  into  Fisher's  eyes.  He  was  taken  to  fhe  in- 
firmary, and  has  lost  the  sight  of  his  left  eye. 

Fires. 

A  fire  occurred  on  Tuesday  at  the  shop  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Parkins,  chemist  and  druggist,  Chapel  Street,  Salford.  Tbe 
inmates  of  the  house — Mr.  Parkins,  his  two  sons,  and  two 
daughters  (all  adults) — escaped  from  the  third- storey  window 
after  much  difficulty.  The  fire,  which  was  confined  to  the 
basement,  was  extinguished  about  half  an  hour  after  the 
brigade  arrived. 

A  fire  occurred  on  November  14,  at  the  chemist's  shop  and 
post  office,  Bottesford,  Nottinghamshire,  occupied  by  Mr. 
White.  About  3  .a.m.  a  loud  explosion  followed  imme- 
diately by  a  large  shattered  window  being  forced  into  the 
street,  was  heard,  caused  probably  by  the  expanding  of  soue 
of  the  chemicals.  With  the  door  open  and  the  window  out, 
the  flames  were  subdued  before  they  had  extended  to  the 
postal  and  telegraphic  department.  The  damage  is  estimated 
at  50Z. 

A  serious  fire  occurred  on  Wednesday,  on  the  premises  of 
Messrs.  Pinchin, Johnson  &  Co.,  oil  merchants,  83  Cable  Street, 
B.  The  fire  was  discovered  in  a  building  used  as  a  varnish 
store,  where  some  men  were  engaged  in  pouring  varnish 
from  the  tanks  into  smaller  vessels.  On  the  alarm  beicg 
given  the  iron  doors  communicating  with  the  other  j.o.tioi.s 
of  the  premises  were  closed,  and  the  workmen  made  their 
escape.  The  second  and  third  floors  of  the  varnish- stoses. 
have  been  gutted,  and  a  cons'derable  portion  of  e  roof  has- 
been  destroyed.  The  cause  of  the  fire  is  at  pressit  unknown 

On  Wednesday,  shortly  after  noon,  a  fire,  which  proved 
destructive  in  its  character,  broke  out  on  the  premises  of 
Messre.  Robinson  &  Son,  pill-box  and  lint  manufacturer3. 
Brampton,  Chesterfield.  The  laige  block  of  buildings  was 
very  quickly  one  mass  of  flames,  owing  to  the  infarnmable 
nature  of  the  material  utilised  in  tbe  making  of  lint.  Oce 
building  was  gutted,  but  the  suirounding  properly  was 
saved.  The  cause  of  the  fire  was  the  over-heating  of  a  laTge 
quantity  of  lint  in  the  crying-room.  The  loss  is  cohered  by 
insurance. 

Claim  Against  Chemical-manufacturers. 
In  the  Southwark  County  Court,  on  Tuesday,  in  the  case 
of  Mazzal  u,  The  Diana  Manufacturing  Syndicate  (Limited), 
the  plaintiff,  a  manufactuier  of  chemists'  goods,  sought  to 
recover  a  balance  of  8/  14s.  in  respect  of  goods  supplied 
to  the  defendant,  a  firm  of  chemical  manufacturers  ia' 
Bishopsgate  Street.  The  original  sum  sued  for  in  the  High 
Court  was  25/ ,  and  the  defendant  paid  in  17/ ,  with  a  denial 
of  liability  as  to  the  balance.  Judge  Bristowe,  however, 
after  examining  plaintiff  s  books,  said  he  was  satisfied  the 
entries  in  them  were  correct,  and  that  the  goods  in  question 
had  been  deli  vert  d,  therefore  he  gave  judgment  for  fchew 
amount  claimed  and  costs. 

A  Chemist's  Shop  a  Fairy  Glen. 

Last  Saturday,  November  16,  Holyhead  gas-works  were 
flooded  to  the  depth  of  7  feet,  through  the  bursting  of  the 
main  sewer,  and  in  consequence  the  town  was  deprived  of 
gas  for  lighting  purposes,  and  the  tradesmen  obliged  to 
light  their  shops  as  best  they  could.  Mr.  T.  J.  Jcoess 
chemist,  had  bis.  pharmacy  lighted  with  carriage-candles 
(placed  End  fixed  in  small  glass  dishes  by  means  of  melted 
paraffin- wax)  and  Clarke's  fairy-lamps,  making  the  shop  3cok 
very  pretty  and  attractive. 

A  Speech  with  Point  in  it. 

At  a  dinner  held  at  Richmond  on  Monday  last,  in  aid  of 
the  building-fund  of  the  Royal  Hospital,  Richmond,  at  which 
H  R  H.  the  Duke  of  Cambridge  presided,  the  Secretary  read  a 
list  of  donations  to  the  fund  amounting  to  1,000/.,  towards 
the  1,500/.  which  it  was  estimated  was  required  to  complete 
the  extension.  Thereupon  Mr.  Andrew  Pears,  J  P..  of  Rle- 
woith,  rose  and  offered  the  remainicg  sum  of  500/.  Mr. 
Andrew  Pears  had  earlier  in  the  evening  given  the  secretary 
his  cheque  for  50  guineas,  and  he  has  sent  his  .  further 
cheque  for  500/. 

An  Expert's  Fees. 
When  the  Standards  of  Light  Committee  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  finished  reporting,  Dr.  Edward  Frankland,  who  with 
Mr.  Dibdin  were  the  London  County  Council's  riorhtriee'?,  sent 
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in  an  account  for  his  attendances  for  561.  lis.  to  the  Council. 
They  stated  it  was  out  of  their  power  to  pay  the  account, 
and  could  only  refer  him  to  the  South  Metropolitan  Gas 
Compauy,  who  had  undertaken  to  pay  all  the  expenses  of  the 
inquiry.  The  company  declined  to  do  this,  saying  no  other 
member  of  the  Committee  had  ashed  for  any  fees  at  all. 
The  Council  then  approached  the  Board  of  Trade,  and 
suggested  that  they  should  call  on  the  Company  to  make 
payment.  The  latter  authorities  say  it  is  not  usual  for 
members  of  departmental  committees  to  be  paid  for  their 
services,  and  no  application  had  been  received  from  any 
othec  member  of  the  Committee.  Apparfntly  Dr.  Franklatid 
was  misled  by  the  statement  that  the  Gas  Company  would 
defray  all  expenses,  and  the  Council  had,  therefore,  been 
recommended  by  their  Public  Control  Committee  to  apply  to 
the  Local  Government  Board  for  power  to  pay  the  account. 

Woman  an'!  Soap  and  Pill  Advertisements. 

At  the  last  annual  cocference  of  the  Women's  Liberal 
Union,  held  at  Birmingham  last  week,  under  the  presidency 
of  Lady  Treve^an,  a  resolution  was  proposed  by  Mu-s 
•Gittins  to  the  effect  that  the  Association,  viewing  with  con- 
cern the  rapidly  increasing  practice  of  plicing  trade- 
advartisement  boards  in  country  place;?,  is  of  opinion  that 
disttict  authorities  should  receive  power  to  prevent  such 
•defacement.  Miss  Gittins  deplored  the  defacement  of  the 
beautiful  Bay  of  Douglas  by  the  word  "Bovril,"  which 
appeared  in  huge  letteis  the  whole  height  of  the  cliff.  In 
the  railway  train  she  turned  her  head  with  indignation  to 
the  thickly  scattered  pill  and  soap  boards,  which  struck  the 
spirit  dwelling  on  beautiful  and  glad  thoughts  with  the 
disease  and  dirt  of  the  world.  Lady  Foster  seconded  the 
resolution.  Miss  Allen,  of  Nottingham,  disagreed.  Passengers 
in  railway  trains  could  not  see  very  much,  except  at  a  dis- 
tance, and  then  they  looked  over  the  boards.  She  also 
thought  that  farmers  ought  to  have  a  little  consideration 
shown  them.  If  they  could  only  get  10s.  per  annum  it  was 
a  help  towards  the  rent.  After  Miss  Slack,  Miss  Claphan, 
and  Mts  CanniDgham  Parfeesh  had  spoken,  the  resolution 
wis  eventually  carried,  although  there  were  twenty-three 
dissentituts. 


Persona!. 

The  members  of  the  Masonic  Lodge  of  Fidelity,  No.  125, 
have  presented  to  their  Worshipful  Master,  Mr.  John  Tyrie 
Turner,  L  P  S.I. ,  manager  for  Messrs.  Wells,  Upper  Sackville 
Street,  an ,  address  of  congratulation  on  the  occasion  of  his 

mairiage. 

The  Assistants'  Smoker. 
For  the  musical  entertainment  at  the  Bijou  Theatre,  or- 
ganised on  behalf  of  the  Phaimacentical  Chemists'  and 
Apothecaries'  Assistants'  Association,  nearly  350  tickets, 
at  Is.  each,  were  disposed  of;  and,  as  the  outlay  was 
Siitiiflg,  a  s,uostant:al  crtdit  balance  has  accrued. 

Drug-contracts. 

Me-.  W.  P.  Ryan,  chemist,  Ca*tlebar,  has  been  appointed 
■contractor  for  ihesupply  of  m.dioines  to  the  local  union. 

Messrs.  Adamson  &  Co ,  Ballina,  and  South  &  Sheppard, 
Dublin,  have  been  appointed  respectively  contractors  for 
drugs  and  medical  appliances  to  the  Kiliala  Union.  Five 
atbers  competed. 

Messrs.  Leslie  <fc  Co.,  chemists,  Dublin, and  Messrs  Fannin 
<fc  Co.,  Grafton  Strett,  have  been  appointed  contracto  s  to 
the  Shillelagh  Union  for  the  supply  of  drugs  and  surgical 
appliances  respectively, 
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The  Guardians  at  Enniskillen  have  divided  the  yearly 
contract  for  the  supply  of  drugs  and  medical  appliances 
between  the  following  firms  : — Messrs.  Clarke  &  Co  (Limited), 
Belfast;  Harrington  &  Son,  Cork;  and  Fannin  &  Co., 
Dublin. 

A  Doctor's  Bill. 

At  the  Belfast  Qaatter  Sessions,  before  Judge  Fitzgibbon, 
Dr.  John  Barron  brought  an  action  to  recover  501.  for 
attendance  upon  and  medicine  supplied  to  the  late  Mr.  John 
Steel.  The  executor  of  the  deceased  was  sued  for  the 
amount.  Cross-examined,  the  plaintiff  was  unab'.e  to  say 
how  many  bottles  of  medicine  he  prescribed  for  the 
deceased.  He  had  no  prescription-book ;  he  did  not  enter 
his  presciiptions  in  a  book;  he  just  made  up  the  medicines. 
He  declined  to  say  what  the  medicine  consisted  of.  The 
attendance  extended  over  five  years.  Thecase  was  adjourned 

The  Belfast  Coroner  on  Chemists  Prescribing. 

Messrs.  C.  J.  Montgomery  write  us  a  letter  complaining 
that  our  abridged  repoit  of  the  case  in  which  one  of  their 
firm  gave  evidence  was  a  little  misleading,  inasmuch  as 
(they  seem  to  think)  it  does  not  make  it  clear  that  they 
supplied  only  a  draught  instead  of  the  mixture  of  12  doses 
which  they  had  dispensed  for  him  before,  originally  from  a 
medical  prescription,  bat  whic^  they  think  he  would  have 
taken  at  one  draught  if  they  hid  let  him  have  it  in  the  state 
in  which  he  was  when  he  came  to  them  on  the  occasions 
referred  to  at  the  inquest.  They  also  make  some  remarks 
about  reading  between  the  lines  of  the  Coroner's  statementj 
which  they  do  not  make  clear. 


Edinburgh  Merchants  and  the  Sale  of  Poisons. 
At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Edinburgh  Merchants' 
Association,  held  on  November  13,  Mr.  W.  D.  McGregor 
moved — 

That  the  recent  prosecutions  at  th:  instance  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  reveal  a  state  of  the  law  as  to  the  sale  of  poisons  that  calls  for 
immediate  amendment,  the  present  provisions o£  the  law  constitut- 
ing a  harassing  and  uncalled-for  interference  with  legitimate  trade  ; 
and  this  Association  resolves  to  memorialise  the  Lord  Advocate, 
the  Solicitor-General,  and  the  me  nbers  of  Parliament  for  the  city 
on  the  subject,  and  als)  resolves  to  co-operate  with  other  public 
bjdies  for  the  amendment  of  the  Pharmacy  and  Sale  of  Poisons 
Act. 

Mr.  McGregor  argued  that  whilst  it  was  quite  proper  that  the 
compounding  and  sale  of  drugs  to  be  sold  medicinally  should 
be  restricted  and  safeguarded,  the  statute  ought  not  to  be 
put  in  operation  to  interfere  with  trade.  Mr.  J.  M.  Turnbull, 
one  of  the  photographic  dealers  proceeded  against,  also  spoke 
in  support  of  the  motion,  but  it  was  ultimately  referred  to  a 
committee. 

Glasgow  Chemists'  "  At  Home." 
The  President  and  Council  of  the  Glasgow  and  West  of 
Scotland  Pharmaceutical  Association,  on  Thursday  evening, 
November  14,  entertained  the  members  of  the  Association 
and  their  lady  friends  to  an  "  At  Home  "  in  the  Cockburn 
Hotel,  Bath  Street,  Glasgow.  Over  one  hundred  ladies  and 
gentlemen  accepted  invitations,  and  the  guests  were  re- 
ceived by  Mr.  W.  L.  Cunie,  the  President,  and  Mrs.  Currie. 
After  an  excellent  tea  had  been  served,  an  interesting  pro- 
gramme of  soDg  and  music  was  submitted,  and  later  in  the 
evening,  an  impromptu  dance  was  got  up.  There  was  on 
exhibition,  also,  a  very  fine  collection  of  philosophical  in- 
struments, kindly  lent  by  professional  and  private  friends. 
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The  collection  included  various  surgical  appliances  and 
anatomical  models,  microscopes,  and  photographic  and 
•electrical  instruments.  Altogether  the  entertainment  was  a 
deoided  success,  and  seemed  to  be  very  mich  appreciated  by 
the  guests. 

Municipal  Matters. 

Mr.  Peter  MacFarlane,  chemist  and  druggist.  Fort  William, 
has  been  elected  a  provost  of  that  burgh. 

Mr.  Richard  Clark,  of  R  limes,  Clark  &  Co.,  Edinburgh, 
who  is  chairman  of  the  City  Parish  Council,  has  been  ap- 
pointed a  justice  of  the  peace  for  Edinburgh. 

Last  week,  in  reporting  on  the  Dundee  bailies,  we  omitted, 
after  "the  only  other  Dundee  chemist,"  the  words  "on  the 
Council,"  with  the  result  that  there  seemed  to  be  only  three 
chemists  in  Dundee.  Oar  Dundonian  friends  have  been 
peppering  us  accordingly. 

A  Druggist  and  his  Vote. 

At  the  Registration  Appeal  Court  in  the  Court  of  Session, 
on  Tuesday,  Lords  Kinnear,  Trayner,  and  Kincairney  had 
under  consideration  an  appeal  from  the  Registration  Court 
for  the  Eastern  Division  of  Renfrewshire  against  placing 
the  name  of  William  Fletcher,  druggist,  on  the  loll  of  voters. 
Fletcher  claimed  a  vote  in  respect  that  he  occupied  a  bed- 
room in  his  father's  house,  at  45  Albert  Road,  Crosshill, 
Glasgow.  The  claim  was  objected  to  by  another  voter. 
Fletcher  did  not  attend  the  Sheriff's  Court  to  substantiate 
his  claim,  but  the  Sheriff  admitted  it.  The  question  before 
the  Judges  was  whether  the  Sheriff  should  not  have  held 
the  claimant  confessed,  and  rejected  his  claim.  Lord 
Trayner  held  that  the  Sheriff  should  have  taken  that  course, 
and  was  for  recalling  his  judgment.  Lord  Kincairney 
"thought  the  Sheriff's  decision  was  right  on  the  merits  of  the 
case.  Lord  Kinnear  agreed  with  Lord  Trayner,  and  the 
appeal  was  sustained.  This  decision  ruled  other  thirty-nine 
•claims  in  the  same  district. 


jfrencb  mews. 

(From  ow  Paris  Correspondent.') 


Applied  Chemistry. — The  second  International  Congress 
•of  Applied  Chemistry  will  be  held  in  Palis  in  1893.  There 
will  be  ten  sections  in  the  congress,  amongst  them  official 
and  commercial  analyses  of  substances  liable  to  duty,  indus- 
trial chemistry,  photography,  and  biology,  medical,  pharma- 
ceutical, and  hygienic  analysis.  An  International  Exhibi- 
tion of  chemical  and  agricultural  industries  will  be  held 
^during  the  congress  in  the  Palais  de  lTndustrie. 

The  Blood  op  Vipers  — As  the  result  of  recent  researches 
MM.  Phisalix  and  Bertrand  announced  at  the  Academy  of 
Sciences  last  Monday  that  they  believe  themselves  justified 
in  affirming  that  the  blood  of  venomous  reptiles  is  the  true 
antidote  for  their  poison.  At  least  they  have  proved  this  to 
be  so  as  regards  the  viper.  After  having  been  modified  by 
beat,  the  blood  of  the  viper,  applied  in  a  dose  of  £  c.c  ,  was 
found  to  be  sufficient  to  prevent  the  effects  of  a  mortal  dose 
-of  venom.  [We  j  resume  that  the  full  paper  (not  yet  avail- 
-able)  alludes  to  Professor  T.  R.  Fraser's  discovery  in  regard 
to  this  matter.— Ed.  C.  $  D  ] 

Doctors  on  Strike.  —  The  leading  medical  men  of 
Montreuil,  near  Paris,  have  taken  umbrage  because  the 
mayor  of  that  locality  has  enlisted  the  services  of  a  lady 
•doctor  to  attend  the  free  dispensary  recently  opened  there. 
The  male  doctors,  five  in  number,  had  offered  to  attend  the 
dispensary  on  certain  days  without  charge,  while  the  lady, 
Dr.  Bertillon,  is  to  be  paid  l,200f .  per  annum  for  her  expenses 
as  she  resides  in  Paris.  Consequently  the  physicians  have 
all  declined  to  go  near  the  dispensary.  In  this  dilemma,  the 
municipal  council  has  addressed  itself  to  Dr.  Bourot,  a  retired 
•army  surgeon  residing  at  Montreuil,  and  this  gentleman  has 
consented  to  replace  the  five  civilian  doctors. 

The  Sale  of  Serums  and  Toxines  —  According  to 
Article  1  of  the  law  of  April  25,  1893,  attenuated  virus, 
-therapeutic  serums,  modified  toxines  and  analogous  products 
can  only  be  distributed  either  gratuitously  or  at  reduce! 
catee  after  having  received  an  oEcial  sanction,  which  i3 


given  on  tbe  advice  of  the  consulting  committee  of  public 
hygiene  of  France  and  the  Academy  of  Medicine.  In  order 
to  facilitate  the  wotk  of  these  two  bodies,  the  Minister  of 
the  Interior  constituted  a  committee  composed  in  pirt  from 
each  of  these  two  bodies  This  committee  has  now  issued  a 
report  on  the  various  products  tested,  on  which,  before  making 
it  public,  the  Minis'er  has  a3ked  the  Academy  of  Medicine 
to  formulate  an  opinion. 

A  Supposed  Poisoning-case  at  Biskra  is  attracting  much 
attention.  A  Madame  P.,  wife  of  a  pharmacist  of  that  town, 
had  been  under  medical  care  for  a  fortnight,  bat  died  rather 
suddenly  on  November  15.  The  physician  in  attendance 
gave  a  death  certificate,  but  worded  it  in  such  a  way  that 
suspicion  was  aroused,  the  result  being  that  a  2>ost-7nortem 
examination  was  made  on  Saturday  and  the  viscera  have 
been  handed  over  to  an  expert  chemist  for  analysis.  Rumour 
fays  that  the  pharmacist  insured  his  wife's  life  about  three 
weeks  ago  for  5O.O0Of,that  he  sent  a  suspicious  bottle  to 
Paris  in  secret,  that  the  deceased  lady  made  out  a  will  in  her 
husband's  favour  only  a  week  before  her  death,  and  that  the 
pharmacist  recently  borrowed  a  book  on  toxicology  from  a 
doctor. 

Quinine  Wines  and  the  Excise — The  organ  of  the 
Paris  Syndicate  of  Pharmacists  drew  attention,  in  a  recent 
issue,  to  the  vexed  question  of  medicated  and  non-medicated 
quinine  wine  which  comes  up  periodically.  French  law 
makes  a  distinction  between  the  two.  If  a  wine  is  found, 
after  analysis  by  an  expert,  to  contain  a  sufficient  quantity 
of  quinine  to  constitute  a  medicine,  or  if  it  is  sent  by  one 
pharmacist  to  another  with  the  distinct  understanding  that 
it  is  intended  for  medicinal  purposes,  it  escapes  the  excise 
dues.  If,  however,  such  wine  is  made  up  by  a  non-pharma- 
cist and  is  intended  to  rank  with  the  numerous  liqueurs 
known  as  "aperitives"  or  "appetisers,"  it  pays  the  same 
dues  as  ordinary  liqueurs.  This  seems  a  reasonable  view  to 
take,  but  the  excise  authorities  cannot  bring  themselves  to 
accept  such  a  distinction.  They  refuse  to  admit  that  even 
the  best  prepared  quinine  wines  can  have  an  exclusively 
medicinal  character,  and  claim  that  all,  without  distinction, 
should  pay  the  dues.  A  provincial  pharmacist,  M.  Meure, 
has  recently  had  to  fight  a  case  in  which  he  was  successful, 
the  excise  being  ordered  to  pay  the  costs.  The  charge 
against  M.  Meure  was  that  he  had  caused  128  litres  of 
quinine  wine  to  be  introduced  into  Paris  without  paying  the 
city  dues  Judgment  was  given  in  his  favour,  because  he 
was  able  to  prove  by  the  evidence  of  M.  L'Hobe,  expert 
chemist,  that  the  wine  was  an  exclusively  pharmaceutical 
medicament,  and  that  it  was  consigned  to  a  pharmacist. 
There  seems  to  have  been  practically  no  doubt  as  to  tbe 
issue  of  tbe  suit.  On  the  same  day  that  M.  Meure's  case  was 
heard.  M.  Hondo  also  obtained  a  favourable  judgment  relative 
to  caffeine  wine. 


jforeion  ano  Colonial  IRcws. 


Paternal  Government — The  "  Regierungs-prliudent " 
or  Civil  Governor  of  Bromoerg,  in  Prussia,  ha3  issued  an 
official  order  prohibiting  pharmacy  managers,  assistants  or 
apprentices— in  fact,  anyone  but  the  proprietor  of  a  business 
— from  smoking  in  the  shop  or  adjoining  apartments. 

Indiarubber  Plasters. — According  to  the  American 
Druggist,  negotiations  have  been  entered  into  between  the 
leading  U.S.A.  manufacturers  of  plasters  and  surgical  dress- 
ings, with  the  object  of  consolidating  their  interests  by  the 
establishment  of  a  central  selling  company  to  handle  the 
output  of  all  the  factories — in  other  words,  to  form  a  trust. 

Another  Impermeable  Paint — A  gentleman  from 
Bingalore  has  filed  an  application  in  the  Indian  Patent  Office 
with  respect  to  an  invention  of  a  "solution  to  make  wood, 
or  tents,  trees,  proof  against  white  ants,  worms,  weather, 
and  fire,  which  is  non-poisonous,  non-caustic,  and  has  a 
great  covering  power,  and  when  dry  looks  white  like  oil- 
paint.'' 

Alcoholic  Selters  Water  — A  mineral- water  dealer 
in  Dortmund  was  recently  summoned  before  the  local 
Magistrates  to  answer  a  charge  of  having  sold  '-spirituous 
preparations" — to  wit,  selters  water— without  a  license.  Ia 
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vain  he  pleaded  that  selters  water  was  non-alcoholic,  and  that 
no  licence  was  necessary  for  its  sale  by  the  bottle.  The 
Magistrates  held  that  selters  water  was  an  alcoholic  beverage, 
and  fined  the  dealer  28m. 

Basuto  Medicine  drinkers. — The  Bisutos  are  so  inor- 
dinately fond  of  medicine  that  they  drink  it  as  a  relish. 
The  officer  in  charge  of  the  public  dispensary  at  one  of  the 
chief  posts  in  the  Protectorate  reports  that  he  has  been 
compelled  to  make  a  charge  of  6d.  for  ont-patients,  in  order 
to  "  weed  out  the  cases  that  only  attended  out  of  pure  love 
of  physic  drinking."  We  presume  the  Basutos  found  the 
hospital-draughts  an  improvement  on  their  usual  tipple  of 
Cape  brandy. 

A  Big  Drug-concern.  —  The  Daugherty-Crouch  Drug 
Company,  one  of  the  large  wholesale  drug-concerns  of  St. 
Louis,  has  bean  absorbed  at  an  outlay,  it  is  said,  of  about 
$300,000  by  the  Meyer  Brothers'  Drug  Company,  of  that  city. 
St.  Louis  now  claims  to  possess  the  largest  single  drug- 
house  in  the  world.  The  reason  given  for  the  sale  is  that  the 
chief  stockholders  in  the  Daugherty-Crouch  Drug  Company 
are  engaged  in  other  business  enterprises  which  absorb 
almost  the  whole  of  their  energies. 

New  "  Enfleurage "  Process — A  Frenchman  named 
M.  Cnarpy  fils  (the  name  almost  sounds  like  a  hoax)  is  said 
to  have  discovered  a  new  process  for  extracting  the  odor- 
iferous principle  of  flowers,  which  is  cheaper  and  simpler  than 
the  enfleurage  system  by  means  of  fat  now  in  use.  No  details 
oE  M.  Charpy's  method  are  given  in  the  source  of  our  infor- 
mation beyond  the  general  assertion  that  the  fat  i3  replaced 
by  "  carded  cotton-wool,  wadding,  or  any  other  analogous 
substance,  such  as  emery  (sic .'),  or  any  other  vegetable, 
ligneous,  spongy,  or  textile  substance." 

The  Siamese  Drug  Business. — The  annual  imports  of 
drugs  into  Bangkok,  the  capital  of  Siam,  amount  to  about 
$100000  worth,  one-half  of  which  consisted  of  Chinese 
medicaments.  Next  in  importance  rank  British  and  American 
patent  medicines  which  are  year  by  year  reduciog  the 
formerly  very  considerable  imports  of  German  drugs.  On 
the  other  hand  cheap  soaps  and  perfumes  are  rapidly  gaining 
ground.  They  are  nearly  all  German,  and  scarcely  a  shop  in 
Bingkok  is  without  them.  The  imports  of  aniline  dyes  are 
still  small,  but  within  quite  recent  times  relations  have 
been  established  between  Bangkok  houses  and  German  manu- 
facturers which  promise  an  increase  in  this  branch  of  business 
in  the  f  uture. 

A  New  Amsterdam  Cinchona- Warehouse  — We  men- 
tioned some  time  ago  that  a  new  warehouse  for  cinchona 
storage  and  examination  was  being  built  at  Amsterdam  with 
the  support  of  a  section  of  the  cinchona-dealers  in  that  city, 
who  were  dissatisfied  with  the  old  warehouse  company  be- 
cause its  chief  stockholder  was  also  a  prominent  dealer  in 
bark.  The  new  premises,  arranged  with  the  best  modern 
plant  and  conveniences,  have  just  been  completed.  They 
can  accommodate  thousands  of  packages  of  cinchona,  and 
the  showroom  is  so  large  that  4,000  bales  can  be  shown  in 
it  with  ease  at  one  time.  The  samples  are  drawn  under 
the  personal  supervision  of  the  broker,  and  are  ground  and 
divided  up  by  the  staff  of  the  warehouse  in  the  presence  of 
the  analyst  and  of  a  broker  appointed  by  the  importer  of  the 
parcel.  The  grinding  takes  place  in  mills  which  auto- 
matically divide  the  powder  and  pour  it  into  bags. 


3nMan  IRews. 


Government  Quinine. — The  practice  of  selling  quinine 
in  pice-packet3  through  the  agency  of  the  Postal  Depart- 
ment has  by  no  means  proved  an  unalloyed  blessing.  The 
ignorant  masses  run  to  the  Post-office  to  buy  a  pice-worth 
of  quinine,  and  use  it  regardless  oE  the  nature  of  their 
ailments,  for  they  consider  it  an  unfailing  panacea  for  all 
t  ie  ills  that  human  flesh  is  heir  to.  A  correspondent  writes 
to  the  Indian  Daily  News  that  the  medical  officer  in  ciarge 
of  the  Kushtia  dispensary  and  hospital,  having  reason  io 
suspect  the  accuracy  of  the  weight  of  the  pa  ciets,  checked 
it  in  the  writer's  presence,  and  discovered  that,  instead  of 
5  gr.,  the  packets  contained  only  3  gr.  The  packets  bear 
the  Government  seal,  and  it  is  possible  that  a  mistake  may 


have  occurred,  but  the  Government  will  have  to  find  out  how 
the  discrepancy  has  been  caused. 

De  Quincey  and  the  Spread  op  the  Opium  Habit. — 
Two  Mohammedan  lads,  students  of  the  Calcutta  Mohammedan 
College,  were  recently  charged  by  the  Excise  Department — 
one  with  attempting  to  smuggle  opium  into  the  college,  the 
other  with  aiding  and  abetting  the  offence.  The  first  was. 
fined  50r.,  or  two  months'  imprisonment,  the  second  10r.,  or 
in  default  to  a  fortnight's  "  rigorous,"  The  correspondent 
who  tells  the  story  points  the  moral  thus :  Most  Government 
Schools  and  Colleges  "  have  a  fairly  good  supply  of  such 
books  as  Dr.  (sic !)  Quincey's  '  Opium-eater.'  Probably  a 
perusal  of  this  interesting  work  created  a  desire  in  the 
breasts  of  these  unsophisticated  boys  to  try  the  effects  of 
opium,  for  and  against  which  volumes  have  been  written." 
We  should  have  thought  that  if  anyone  had  a  latent  desire 
to  eat  opium,  the  reading  of  De  Quincey's  best-known  work 
would  have  been  sufficient  to  cure  him. 

Febrifuge  v.  Cinchonidine  in  India. — Brigade-Surgeon 
King,  Superintendent  of  the  Government  cinchona- planta- 
tions in  Bengal,  states  that  there  has  been  a  decrease  in  the 
sales  of  Government  cinchona  febrifuge  from  4,200  lbs.  in 
1893-94  to  3,276  lbs.  in  1894-95.  He  attributes  this  falling 
off  partly  to  the  low  price  of  quinine,  and  the  still  lower 
level  to  which  cinchonidine  and  cinchonine  have  beers 
reduced.  Still,  the  fact  that  during  the  past  year  the  sales 
for  cash  were  reduced  by  only  37  §  lbs.  is  regarded  by  Dr. 
King  as  a  most  satisfactory  evidence  of  the  public  belief  in 
the  efficacy  of  this  drug  as  a  cure  for  fever.  For  a  buyer  > 
who  pays  cash  is  under  no  kind  of  compulsion  to  buy  febri- 
fuge rather  than  cinchonidine  or  cinchonine,  both  of  which 
have,  during  the  past  year,  been  pressed  on  Indian  buyers  at 
very  low  rates  by  European  quinine-makers  who,  obliged  by 
the  tests  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  to  remove  these  alkaloids 
from  their  quinine,  can  find  no  market  for  them  in  Europe. 

Medicines  at  Cost  Price.— Certain  charitable  institu- 
tions in  Madras  have  for  some  time  had  the  privilege  of 
supplying  themselves  with  medicines  from  the  Government 
Medical  Storekeeper  at  cost  price.  Last  autumn,  however,  a, 
Government  Order  was  issued  prohibiting  any  institutions 
other  than  Government  ones  from  obtaining  medical  stores 
at  the  Medical  Store  Department.  The  question  then  arose 
as  to  what  institutions  were  under  Government;  and  on 
July  10  last  the  Surgeon- General  officially  declared  that 
medicines  could  no  longer  be  supplied  at  cost  price  to  certain 
Orphan  Asjlums  and  Catholic  Orphanages  which  had  till  then 
been  allowed  to  get  them.  The  institutions  thereby  deprived 
of  the  benefit  were  the  Dispensaries  in  the  Pudukkottai 
State  ;  the  Victoria  Caste  and  Gosha  Hospital ;  the  Roman 
Catholic  Orphanages ;  the  Madras  Railway  Dispensary ;  the 
S.P.G.  Mission  Dispensary,  Puttur ;  the  Male  and  Female 
Orphan  Asylum,  Madras  ;  the  Civil  Orphan  Asylum,  Madras  ; 
the  State  Dispensary,  Sandur  ;  and  the  St.  Thome  Dispensary, 
St.  Thome.  The  Madras  Times  states,  however,  that,  upon 
appeal,  Government  has  restored  to  five  of  these  institutions 
the  privilege  of  buying  at  the  Medical  Stores. 
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UNDUE  CUTTING  IN  THE  RETAIL  TR  IlDE 

A  meeting  of  the  Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association  was 
held  on  Monday  night  at  the  Graud  Hotel,  Birmingham,  to 
hear  an  address  by  Mr.  E.  J.  Smith  on  "  Undae  Cutting  in 
the  Retail  Trade."  The  gathering  of  chemists  was  one  of 
the  largest  that  has  been  held  in  Birmingham  for  a  consider- 
able time,  and  the  scheme  for  remedying  the  evil  which  was 
propounded  by  the  lecturer  was  listened  to  with  the  greatest 
attention. 

Mr.  Darton  Gibbs  (the  President  of  the  Association) 
occupied  the  chair,  and  said  most  of  them  knew  of  the  diffi- 
culties which  surrounded  them  as  the  Council  of  the 
Association  on  account  of  the  indifference  shown  by  the 
bulk  of  the  members  to  the  efforts  made  on  their  behalf 
The  interest  taken  in  scientific  papers  was  very  small,  and 
they  had  therefore  decided  to  give  in  the  present  session  two 
or  three  papers  on  the  condition  of  pharmacy,  in  the  hope 
that  they  might  raise  more  enthusiasm.  They  did  not  wish 
to  imply  that  they  placed  less  value  on  the  scientific  side  of 
pharmacy,  but  they  thought  the  trade  side  should  go  hand- 
in-hand  with  it.    (Hear,  hear  ) 

Mr.  Smith,  in  the  course  of  a  lengthy  address,  said  he  was 
not  a  chemist,  and  he  did  not  pretend  that  he  could  teach 
them  anything  about  their  trade.  He  had  had,  however, 
much  experience  in  his  own  trade— the  bedstead  trade — and 
some  with  the  grocers'  trade  of  the  country,  and  he  took  it 
that  the  wants  of  grocers,  were  to  a  great  extent  identical 
with  those  of  chemists.  He  did  not  say  that  chemists  were 
in  the  position  of  grocers,  who  enjoyed  the  unenviable  dis- 
tinction of  being  at  the  top  of  the  poll  in  connection  with 
the  bankruptcy  returns.  He  had  always  had  the  idea  that 
a  chemist's  shop  was  a  perfect  gold-miDe — (a  laugh) — and 
that  all  the  chemist  had  to  do  was  to  stand  behind  the 
counter  and  wait  for  people  to  come  in  for  2d.  worth 
of  something  for  which  he  charged  Is.  (Laughter.)  But 
he  had  been  informed  that  chemists  often  got  no  profit  at 
all  out  of  their  transactions.  (Hear,  hear.)  He  was  ap- 
proached, he  proceeded,  some  time  back  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Grocers'  Federation,  who  informed  him  that  members  of 
that  trade  were  selling  a  large  number  of  articles  without 
any  profit  in  order  to  induce  people  to  patronise  their  shops 
and  in  the  hope  that  the  customers  would  purchase  some- 
thing on  which  a  profit  could  be  made.  He  was  also  told 
that  sometimes  people  calling  themselves  limited  liability 
companies,  with  somebody  else's  capital  to  work  with,  opened 
large  shops  and  consented  to  drop  so  many  thousands  of 
pounds  in  giving- articles  away  in  order  to  induce  customers 
•eventually  to  pay  a  fair  price  for  other  goods.  With  the 
object  of  putting  a  stop  to  such  practices,  he  drew 
up  a  scheme,  which  was  so  comprehensive  that  it 
included  every  manufacturer  of  grocery  goods  in 
the  kingdom,  every  importer  of  goods  in  this 
country,  and  every  exporter  of  goods  in  other 
countries.  It  fixed  established  charges  for  the 
commodities  that  grocers  sold,  without  doing  a  single  in- 
justice to  any  customer  who  bought  those  goods  over  the 
counter;  secureu  to  the  grocer  nothing  but  the  barest  and 
most  legitimate  profit ;  and  absolutely  prevented  anybody, 
for  any  reason,  selling  any  article  without  getting  some 
profit  out  of  it.  (Hear,  hear.)  All  ergaged  in  the  trade 
deplored  the  evil ;  all  wanted  a  remedy,  but  their  difficulty 
arose  as  to  the  way  in  which  it  was  to  be  effected.  He  told 
them  that  it  could  only  be  done  by  a  combination  of  all  the 
grocers  throughout  the  kingdom,  and  by  a  demand  being 
made  upon  those  who  supplied  the  material  that  they  would 
only  sell  to  the  grocers  who  abided  by  the  agreement.  Such 
a  scheme,  perhaps  in  a  modified  form,  he  would  suggest  to 
the  pharmacists  of  the  country.  If  thqre  was  any  gentleman 
present  who  was  anxious  to  defend  the  principle  of  giving 
some  things  away  in  order  to  draw  customers  to  hi3  shop 
and  increase  his  turnover,  be  and  that  person  would  not 
start  on  even  terms,  because  in  his  own  mind  he  had  no 
compromise  on  that  question.  Ha  did  not  believe  that  it 
accomplished  its  purpose,  or  that  it  deserved  to  succeed  ;  but, 
on  the  other  hand,  his  opinion  was  that  it  ruined  the  trade 
of  the  country  and  brought  commerce  down  to  the  level  of 
trickery  and  humbug.    The  idea  that  they  could  make  more 


money  in  the  end  by  increasing  their  turnover  was  an  entire 
delusion.    In  some  extraordinary  instances  it  might  have 
been  done,  bat  it  was  not  a  safe  principle  for  any  tradesman 
to  go  upon  cither  in  a  large  or  small  way,  and  even  if  safrf 
in  an  isolated  instance  it  was  not  just  to  people  who  could 
not  carry  out  the  experiment  in  the  same  way.   They  wanted 
in  business  to  treat  a  competitor  not  as  an  enemy,  but  as  h 
friend.    They  wanted  to  make  money  themselves  and  to 
help  other  people  to  make  money.    (Applause.)  Chemist* 
could  not  remedy  the  evil  individually.'   They  must  Jo  it 
collectively.    Combine,  and  they  could  do  anything;  strive 
to  beat  each  other,  and  they  could  do  nothing  bat  get, 
beaten.    Supposing  there  were  fifty  chemists  in  Birmingham, 
each  one  had  forty-nine  competitors — forty-nine  chances 
against  one.    If  there  was  combination  of  tbe  whole  fifty, 
then  everyone  had  the  help  of  forty  nine,  and  they  were  all 
trying  to  carry  out  the  principle  which  would  be  for  then- 
combined  advantage.    Was  there  any  chance  of  their  being 
united  1    If  he  were  to  propound  a  scheme  that  night  which 
they  might  consider  a  capital  remedy  for  all  their  com- 
plaints, what  chance  had  they  of  getting  all  the  chemists  of 
Birmirgham  to  agree  with  them  that  it  would  be  proper  to 
join  the  movement?    And,  supposing  they  did  join,  what 
protection  would  the  general  body  have  against  any  who 
cared  to  break  away  1    He  pointed  to  instances  in  which 
tradesmen  were  induced  to  bring  down  the  piiceof  their 
goods  by  false  representations  as  to  the  price  at  which 
goods  were  being  sold  elsewhere,  and  remarked  that  chemist -i 
were  exposed  to  exceptional  temptation  and  danger  in  that 
respect.    Customers  entered  their  shop  and  falsely  told  them 
that  articles  for  which  they  charged,  say,  Is  2d.  could  be 
obtained  at  Is.  at  some  other  shop,  and  the  chemists, 
believing  such  tales  in  many  instances,  reduced  the  price. 
As  a  member  of  the  general  public  he  had  seen  a  practice 
which  he  thought  was  wrong,  and  that  was  that,  although 
chemists  were  under  certain  legislative  conditions,  must  pass 
certain  examinations,  employ  qualified  assistants,  and  must 
register  the  sale  of  certain  articles,  grocers  without  passing 
any  examinations  or  having  the  slightest  idea  of  the  quality 
of  the  medicines  they  were  selling,  were  permitted  to  dis- 
pense to  people  many  kinds  of  what  were  called  "  homely 
remedies  "     He  did  not  think  that  should  be  permitted. 
(Hear,  hear.)    He  thought  they  had  a  fair  right  to  agitate 
for  some  enactment  similar  to  that  prevailing  in  F/ance, 
where  such  a  thing  was  not  allowed.    There  the  sale  of 
medicines  was  restricted  entirely  to  chemists.    But,  apart 
from  all  legislation,  they  wanted  combination  amongst, 
themselves,  though,  if  they  went  away  from  that  meetirg 
convinced  that  there  was  a  scheme  which  would  do  them 
good,  he  nevertheless  predicted  that  they  would  not  get  all 
the  chemists  in  Birmingham,  the   Midlands,   or  even  in 
their  Association  to  accept  it.    There  were  some  men  whom 
they  could  not  convince  of  the  immorality,  inexpediency,  or 
unwisdom  of  what  they  did.    Therefore  they  must  have  tbe 
power  to  compel  such  traders  to  do  what  was  right,  whether 
they  wanted  to  do  it  or  not.    That  was  just  toe  difference 
between  his  idea  of  combination  and  the  idea  of  others.  He 
had  given  up  all  faith  in  voluntary  associations,  because  one 
man  was  enough  to  destroy  the  whole  system  and  break  all 
tbe  rules  ;  and  whilst  the  dishonest  man  might  get  somn 
benefit  out  of  it,  the  honest  man  was  the  one  who  suffered. 
He  said  deliberately  that  the  man  who  joined  a  voluntary 
association  for  the  regulation  of  selling-prices  was  a  grea; 
simpleton.    People  might  talk  of  compulsion,  coercion,  boy- 
cotting—he did  no  care  what  they  called  it.    (Hear,  hen  ) 
There  were  two  kinds  of  coercion  -  the  coercion  that  killed, 
and  the  coercion  that  saved.  England  was  the  freest  count) y 
in  the  world  because  it  bad  the  most  restrictive  laws.  Is 
was  because  they  were  bound  hand  and  foot  by  laws  which 
gave  them  no  opportunity  to  do  wrong  that  they  were  the 
freest  and  the  happiest  people  on  earth.    If  the  law  did  nor, 
happen  to  provide  for  certain  things,  the  traders  must  be  • 
come  a  law  unto  themselves.  He  held  that  coercion,  such  as 
that  caused  by  a  large  establishment  givirjg  5,000/  worth 
away  to  advertise  itself,  and  to  bring  prices  dowu  below  a 
profit  level,  was  not  honest ;  and  if  they  could  fiud  a  way  pi 
combining  against  such  a  system  they  had  a  right  to  do  is 
Suppose,  therefore,  in  that  Association  they  had  two-thirda 
or  three-fourths  of  the  pharmacists  of  the  city,  and  such  a 
number  made  up  their  minds  upon  some  single  purpose, 
such  as,  "  We  will  not  buy,  and  we  will  not  sell  anjthiDg 
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wbica  is  supplied  to  any  cbemisi  m  Birmingham  who  does 
not  sell  it  at  a  profit ;  that  we  will,  at  least,  obtain  some 
small  proportion  of  profit  on  every  article  we  dispense  over 
our  counter,  and  that  if  any  chemist  in  Birmingham  refuses 
to  get  that  small  proportion,  and  anyone  supplies  him  with 
articles,  we  shall  cease  to  trade  with  that  individual,  whoever 
he  may  be."  Would  not  such  a  determination  have  the 
desired  effect  1  On  the  part  of  the  wholesale  dealers  he  had 
found  an  absolute  willingness  to  combine  with  the  shop- 
keepers, for  the  wholesale  people  deplored  as  much  as  the 
retailers  the  rndue  cutting  in  the  retail  trade.  If  all  retail 
chemists  made  up  their  minds  that  they  wocld  sell  at  a 
scheduled  pike  which  would  give  them  a  fair  margin  of 
profit,  and  that  in  the  event  of  any  one  of  the  members  of  their 
Society  departing  from  that  agreement  they  would  posi- 
tively refuse  to  purchase  from  anyone  who  supplied  him, 
they  would  get  the  hearty  co  operation  of  those  engaged  in 
the  wholesale  trade.  But  they  could  only  do  this  by  having 
the  courage  of  their  convictions.  There  were  two  principles 
in  his  programme  applied  to  manufacturing  icdustii-s  which 
he  considered  of  the  greatest  importance.  One  was  the 
control  over  the  materials,  and  the  other  was  the  control 
over  the  workpeople ;  and  his  suggestion  in  tbeir  case  was 
that  there  should  be  an  alliance  between  the  wholesale 
houses  and  the  letailers,  and  between  the  retailers  and  their 
assistants,  making  all  their  interests  identical.  Chemists 
had  in  their  business  a  class  of  employes  whose  duties  were 
of  a  responsible  kind,  and  it  seemed  to  him  that  it  was 
possible  for  them  to  make  an  arrangement  with  them  which 
would  be  thoroughly  effective  and  certainly  assist  the 
traders  considerably  in  any  plan  they  might  adopV  Under 
this  alliance  the  assistant  should  sign  an  agreement  not  to 
work  for  anyone  who  did  not  comply  with  the  condi- 
tions of  the  combination.  What  kind  of  a  position  would 
the  outside  chemist  then  be  in  ?  He  would  have 
the  greatest  possible  difficulty  in  getting  any  kind  of  assist- 
ance— at  least,  any  respectab'e  assistant  who  was 
connected  with  their  movement — and  it  seemed  to  him  that 
he  could  not  very  well  carry  on  his  business  as  a  chemist 
Unless  they  could  establish  some  such  measare  he  did  not 
see  how  they  were  to  remedy  their  case.  He  did  not  think 
that  a  plan  like  this  was  impossible.  Let  them  test  ic 
and  approach  the  wholesale  people.  The  idea  might  be 
worked  out  in  small  areas,  and  need  not  embrace  the  whole 
kirjgdom.  Whatever  criticism  they  might  direct  against 
the  plan,  there  was  one  they  could  not  use  against  it.  He 
used  to  be  told  "  these  are  dreams,  fancies,  and  as  theories 
they  seem  admirablp,  but  they  aTe  quite  Utopian  and 
utterly  impracticable."  They  could  not  say  that  to-day. 
Those  principles  had  been  carried  out  for  years,  and  had 
been  found  thoroughly  successfu'.  The  difficulties  at  first 
put  forward  were  found  to  vanish,  and  were  found  not 
to  be  difficulties  at  all,  only  in  imagination.  All  it  needed 
to  ensure  success  in  the  chemists'  trade,  either  wholesale  or 
retail,  was  the  determination  amongst  themselves  to  start 
the  idea,  and  the  courage  to  carry  it  to  i:s  logical  issue. 
(  Applause.) 

Discussion. 

The  President  endorsed  all  Mr.  Smith  had  said  on  the 
part  of  manufacturers  and  the  wholesale  trade  The  retailers, 
he  could  promise,  would  have  the  entire  support  of  the 
wholesale  houses,  and  if  they  were  successful  in  forming  an 
association  in  support  of  the  scheme,  he  believed  it  would 
be  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  both  sections  of  the  trade. 
There  were  certain  drugs  now  which  were  "  held,"  and  there 
was  no  difficulty  in  doing  that  by  men  of  money  ;  but  it 
was  when  they  came  to  the  uoits  that  the  disintegration 
began.  HaviDg  an  acquaintance  with  the  chemists  of  Bir- 
mingham, he  was  doubtful  whether  Mr.  Smith  would  be 
able  to  get  half  of  them  to  combine  in  support  of  his 
scheme.  Suppose  they  got  twenty-five  of  the  leading  men 
of  the  city  to  combine  for  their  mutual  support,  would  such 
a  combiuation  have  any  chance  of  success  ? 

Mr.  Smith  replied  that  it  was  absolutely  necessary  before 
they  could  do  anything  in  the  way  of  practical  combination 
that  they  should  get  a  preponderance  of  the  buyirjg  ability 
of  the  town.  If  they  told  him  there  was  only  a  third  of  the 
chemists  of  Birmingham  who  would  join  such  a  movement, 
surely  it  meant  that  the  other  two-thirds  were  making  enough 
money  and  were  satisfied.    Bat  if  two-thirds  said  they  were 


determined  to  combine  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  a  remedy, 
he  did  not  think  the  other  third  need  be  considered. 

Mr.  C.  Thompson  thought  the  experiment  was  one  that 
might  be  tried.  The  difficulty  was,  so  far  as  Birmingham 
was  concerned,  in  getting  chemists  to  unite, 

Mr.  M.  Ma gor  considered  the  movement  should  commence 
with  the  chemists  in  the  suburbs,  who  were  the  more  likely 
to  be  guilty  of  cutting,  and  then  those  in  the  centre  of  the 
city  would  be  only  too  wMliDg  to  join. 

Mr.  Southall  was  cf  opinion  that  the  great  thing  was 
combination,  but,  as  showing  the  apathy  in  that  respect 
which  existed  in  their  ranks,  pointed  out  that  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  only  included  25  per  cent,  of  the  chemists 
of  the  kiDgdom. 

Mr.  Gibson  (Wolverhampton)  suggested  that  they  should 
combine  by  joining  the  parent  Society. 

Mr.  Arblaster  asked  Mr.  Smith  how  he  would  propose  to 
deal  with  bogus  companies'. 

After  further  discussion,  in  which  Mr.  Wakefield,  Mr. 
Perry,  Mr.  Barlow,  and  Mr.  Belcher  took  part,  it  was 
unanimously  resolved,  on  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Jones, 
seconded  by  Mr.  Perry,  that  if  a  scheme  could  be  laid  down 
which  would  be  acceptable  to  the  majority  of  chemists, 
those  present  would  be  ready  to  join  in  carrying  the  move- 
ment to  an  issue. 

Replying  to  the  question  of  Mr.  Arblaster  as  to  bogus 
companies,  Mr.  Smith  said  it  seemed  to  him  that  the 
remedy  was  simple  enough ;  that  the  people  who  supplied 
the  material  had  got  to  choose  between  bogus  companies 
and  the  body  of  respectable  chemists  in  large  towns.  Surely  * 
it  settled  itself. 

It  was  resolved  to  call  a  general  meeting  of  chemists  of 
Birmingham  and  the  district  on  December  4  to  consider  the 
question.  The  proceedings  closed  with  thanks  to  Mr.  Smith 
for  his  address  and  to  the  President. 


BRIGHTON  JUNIOR  ASSOCIATION  OF  PHARMACY. 

A  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  on  November  13'., 
at  which  a  lecture  was  given  by  Mr.  Benjamin  Lomax, 
Curator  of  the  Brighton  Museum,  on  "  The  Evolution  of 
Weapons." 


EDINBURGH  CHEMISTS',  ASSISTANTS',  AND 
APPRENTICES'  ASSOCIATION. 
The  opening  meeting  of  the  eighteenth  session  was  held  at 
36  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  on   Friday,  November  15,  at 
9  15  p.m.,  Mr.  J.  M.  Cameron,  Vice-President,  in  the  chair. 
The  Secretary  read  the  report  on  the 

Association  Prizes  Competition. 

Only  three  candidates  had  competed,  and  the  standard  of 
marks  attained  did  not  warrant  the  presentation  of  the  first 
prize.  The  second  prize  (Vice's  "Textbook  of  Botany") 
was  awarded  to  James  Strachan  Guthrie,  119  George  Street, 
with  65  per  cent  of  marks,  and  the  third  (Bentham's  "  Flora 
of  the  British  Isles ")  to  John  Robert  Thompson,  48  Hay- 
market  Terrace,  with  62  per  cent,  of  marks  The  report 
also  noted  the  fact  that  a  former  prizeman  of  the  Associa- 
tion, Mr.  George  Senter,  had  recently  gained  a  Jacob  Bel5 
scholarship.  The  prizes  were  then  presented  by  Mr.  Peter 
Boa,  President  of  the  Edinburgh  District  Chemists'  Trade 
Association. 

The  Vice-President  then  proceeded  to  deliver  the 

Inaugural  Address. 

Mr.  Cameron  commenced  by  referring  to  the  resigcation 
of  the  President — Mr.  Alexander  Sutherland — who,  never  of  a 
particularly  robust  constitution,  had  found  it  necessary  three 
months  ago  to  giveap  his  work  entirely  to  seek  in  his  native 
air  renewed  health  and  strength,  and  Mr.  Cameron  ex- 
pressed the  wishes  of  the  Association  that  ere  long  Mr. 
Sutherland  would  be  restored  to  robust  health.  Continuing, 
Mr  Cameron  said  he  found  considerable  difficulty  in  hitting 
upon  a  subjact  for  au  a^dre-s,  for  almost  every  one  of 
interest  bad  been  discussed  and  laid  on  ore  side,  like  the 
marc  fro'm  a  batch  of  tinctura  opii,  for  further  estimation. 
But  there  was  one  subject  which  had  not  been  the  basis  of 
any  previous  iraugural  ac'dess  to  this  Association — namely, 
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Historians  have  ever  been  atnb'tious  of  tracing  back  their 
subjects  to  the  most  remote  antiquity,  and  we  have  certainly 
a  right  to  suppose  that  pharmacy  existed  in  some  form 
or  other  at  a  period  soon  after  the  advent  of  man,  but  for 
many  ages — in  fact,  up  to  abont.  the  seventeenth  ceatury — 
the  craft  was  incorporated  with  that  of  the  physiciin- 
healer  or  medicine-man,  who  used  herbs  aDd  animal  sub- 
stances when  incantations  and  charms  had  failed  to  give 
relief.  Amongst  the  drugs  in  use  prior  to  the  Christian  era 
were  cumin,  poppy,  hyoscyamus,  cherry-laurel,  lettuce, 
squill,  and  Solomon's  sea).  This  last  plant  is  supposed  to 
have  been  discovered  by  Solomon,  and  used  in  combination 
with  a  charm,  as  a  remedy  for  epilepsy.  Part  of  the  rhizome 
was  concealed  in  a  riDg  and  applied  to  the  nose  of  the  patient. 
Opium  or  some  preparation  of  the  poppy  was  undoubtedly 
used  at  a  very  early  period,  for  it  is  conjectured  that  the 
nepenthe  prepared  by  Helen  of  Troy  and  given  to  the  guests 
■of  Menelaus  to  drive  away  their  care  was  none  other  than  a 
wine  of  opium.  This  conjecture  receives  support  from 
Homer,  who  states  that  nepenthe  was  obtained  from  Thebes, 
in  Egypt,  hence  the  name  given  to  tinct.  opii — Thebaic 
tincture.  Cherry- laurel,  or  the  juice  of  the  leaves,  was  in 
demand  by  the  priestesses  of  Apollo,  one  authority  stating 
that  the  use  of  it  often  occasioned  the  death  of  these 
priestesses.  When  the  Roman  Empire  was  in  the  zenith  of 
its  power,  the  dispensing  of  dru>s  was  in  the  hands  of 
men  like  GaleD.  The  medical  world  was  divided  into 
schools  whose  modes  of  treatment  differed  vastly.  These 
schools  took  their  origin  from  several  Greek  physicians 
who  on  the  fall  of  the  Greek  Empire  went  to  Rome,  about 
200  B.C.  Amongst  them  was  Hippocrates,  who,  while 
appreciating  the  effect  of  artificial  means  in  restoring 
health,  strongly  believed  in  the  healing  power  of  nature. 
Were  the  statements  of  Pliny  to  be  taken  literally,  it  would 
seem  that  Rome  was  at  one  time  in  a  particularly  healthy 
condition,  for  he  tells  us  that  for  600  years  the  Empire  got 
on  without  a  doctor.  About  the  middle  of  the  second 
century  there  appeared  on  the  stage  of  medicine  in  Rsme  a 
physician  from  Pergamos — Galen,  to  wit — from  whom  came 
the  greater  part  of  European  medicine.  He  believed  in  the 
Hippocratic  doctrine  of  humours,  which  demonstrated  that 
the  condition  of  the  body  depended  upon  the  proper  mixture 
of  the  four  elements— hot,  cold,  moist,  and  dry — and  he  held 
that  in  drugs  were  to  be  recognised  the  same  elementary 
qualities,  and  on  the  principle  of  curing  by  contraries  the 
use  of  one  or  other  was  indicated.  As  an  indication  of  the 
superstition  existing  at  this  period,  Soranus,  who  was  a 
contemporary  of  Galen  and  the  biographer  of  Hippocrates, 
gravely  asserts  that  honey,  which  was  much  in  use  at  this 
time,  owed  its  virtue  to  the  fact  that  the  bees  from  which  it 
was  procured  were  hived  near  the  tomb  of  Hippocrates.  In 
Europe  the  period  after  Galen  affords  evidence  of  a  gradual 
decline  in  medicine.  We  have  next  to  look  to  Damascus  and 
Bagdad  for  traces  of  pharmacy.  Schools  of  medicine  in 
conjunction  with  schools  of  pharmacy  arose  in  all  the  chief 
Moslem  centos  on  the  rise  of  the  Mohammedan  Empire. 
Mr.  Cameron  next  called  attention  to  the  crafts  of  the  priest- 
hood from  the  time  of  the  Druids  down  to  the  time  of  the 
Reformation,  fc-  in  their  hands  was  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine. Superstition  was  then  more  rampant  in  Britain 
than  on  the  Continent.  Religion  and  the  practice  of 
medicine  went  hand  in  hand,  and  Mr.  Cameron  told  his 
hearers  of  some  of  the  better-known  methods  of  our  an- 
cestors, and  the  uses  of  selago  or  fir-club  moss  as  a  violent 
.purgative  and  emetic,  and  in  the  Scotch  highlands  as  an  eye- 
ointment;  of  samolus  (brookweed  or  water  pimpernel),  used 
■as  a  purgative  syrup,  while  the  leaves  were  used  for  healing 
wounds  ;  the  mistletoe  was  an  unfailing  antidote  for  various 
poisons  ;  verbena  or  vervain  was  used  in  cases  of  fever,  and 
-as  an  antidote  for  certain  snake-bites.  The  oak  was  also 
referred  to.  With  modifications,  these  old  methods  of 
'Saealirjg  were  in  force  in  Britain  for  several  centuries,  but 
we  gradually  began  to  learn  things  and  get  drugs  from  the 
Arabians.  Mr.  Cameron  proceeded  to  trace  the  application 
to  pharmacy  of  chemistry  in  the  fourteenth  century,  the 
result  of  which  was  a  fresh  impetus  to  its  progress.  In 
^England,  Roger  Bicon,  while  pursuing  his  famous  alchemic 
studies,  concocted  medicines,  amongst  them  a  universal 
•slixir,  consisting  of  gold,  pearl,  spsrmacsti,  rosemary,  bone, 


aloes,  an1}  the  flesh  of  serpents.  Piobably  this  is  the  first 
instance  where  in  Britain  metallic  substances  were  pre- 
scribed for  internal  use. 

Towards  tbe  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century  a  gradual 
departure  was  made  from  the  former  system  of  expeii- 
menting  with  drugs,  which  was  to  find  a  disease  for  which 
some  particular  drug  would  prove  remedial.  Physicians  now 
preferred  to  confine  their  attentions  to  the  most  prevalent 
diseases  of  the  time,  and  to  seek  drugs  which  would 
alleviate  or  totally  cure  them. 

The  sale  of  drugs  in  the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth 
ceaturies  was  then  dealt  with.  At  this  period  the  physician 
was  one  of  four  distinct  classes  which  represented  the 
two  classes  known  at  the  present  day  as  doctors 
and  pharmacists.  There  were — (I)  Physicians  who  pre- 
sciibed  the  remedies;  (2)  apothecaries,  who  dispensed 
them;  (3)  chemists,  who  pi  epared  those  chemicals  used  in 
medicine  ;  and  (4)  drug- vendors,  drug-grocers,  or  druggists, 
who  collected  the  drugs.  The  two  latter  gradually  merged 
into  one.  and  came  to  be  recognised  as  chemists  and  drug- 
gists. The  apothecaries,  in  addition  to  dispensing  prescrip- 
tions, gradually  became  administrators,  and  ultimately 
medical  practitioners. 

There  were  many  years  of  bitter  controversy  between  the 
apothecaries  and  the  chemists  and  druggists  as  to  who  were 
ultimately  to  claim  the  right  to  be  legitimate  dispensers, 
and  this  dispute  culminated  in  the  formation  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society.  Mr.  Cameron  referred  to  the  Society  formed 
by  a  coalition  of  druggists  and  apothecaries  in  Edinburgh  in 
1785,  and  regretted  that  it  did  not  take  a  more  prominent 
and  permanent  position,  for  if  it  had  done  Scotland  would 
have  figured  more  largely  in  the  history  of  the  evolution  of 
pharmacy. 

Reference  was  then  made  to  the  growth  of  the  London 
Pharmacopccia  and  that  of  the  Edinburgh  Colleges,  and  the 
outstanding  features  in  the  progress  of  pharmacy  since  the 
foundation  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society;  and  Mr.  Cameron 
concluded  by  saying  that  if  the  progress  of  pharmacy  in  the 
future  is  to  be  more  marked  than  in  the  past  it  is  a  duty 
devolving  upon  every  member  of  the  craft  to  assist  the 
work  of  that  Society  which,  since  its  institution,  has  become 
inextricably  identified  with  the  evolution  of  pharmacy  in 
Great  Britain. 

Mr.  Geobge  Coull,  B  Sc.,  in  moving  a  vote  of  thanks, 
said  the  Chairman's  remark  that  pharmacy  had  been  in- 
debted to  chemistry  reminded  him  of  an  observation  he  had 
often  heard  made  by  Professor  Crum  Brown,  that  chemistry 
was  much  indebted  to  pharmacy,  and  if  chemistry  had 
aided  the  progress  of  pharmacy  it  was  only  repaying  an  old 
debt. 

Professor  Patbick  Geddes,  in  seconding  tbe  vote  of 
thanks,  said  he  had  to  congratulate  Mr.  Cameron  on  the 
thought  and  style  of  his  address  and  the  clear  and  forcible 
way  in  which  he  had  stated  his  case.  He  did  not  know 
whether  any  of  them  had  seen  a  picture  which  was  recently 
exhibited  in  the  Scottish  Academy,  but  it  was  of  interest,  for 
its  subject  was  that  of  a  witch  among  the  standing  stones 
of  an  ancient  Druidical  circle  gathering  simples  under  the 
shadow  of  the  sacred  oak-tree.  It  was  extremely  interesting 
to  trace  the  process  of  evolution  in  pharmacy  from  the 
beginning  up  to  its  present  embodiment  in  the  British  Phar- 
macopoeia. Tbe  study  of  this  historical  development  could 
be  made  helpful  in  many  ways.  He  might  suggest,  for 
instance,  that  when  the  present  walls  of  the  hall  in  which 
they  were  met  became  begrimed  and  dusty  they  should  have 
painted  in  panels  portraits  of  men  such  as  Theophrastus  and 
Dioscorides,  or,  coming  nearer  our  own  time,  Paracelsus,  who 
had  never  been  sufficiently  appreciated.  Possibly  by  that 
time  their  present  Chairman  and  Secretary  would  have 
taken  so  high  a  place  in  this  process  of  evolution  that 
panels  would  be  devoted  to  them  also.  The  study  of  phar- 
macy brought  them  in  contact  with  the  history  of  botany,  and 
chemistry  and  medicine,  many  distinguished  exponents  of  these 
sciences  having  been  members  of  the  pharmaceutical  craft. 
Since  he  became  an  examiner  of  pharmaceutical  students  he 
had  been  struck  by  the  evidence  of  careful  preparation  and 
steady  and  good  work  in  many  of  the  young  men  who  had 
come  before  him,  and  he  thought  that  was  largely  due  to 
their  system  of  apprenticeship.  The  same  system  used  to 
prevail  in  the  medical  profession,  and  some  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished men  in  that  profession  were  those  who  had  been 
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1  rained  under  the  old  apprenticeship  system.  He  was  speak- 
ing the  other  day  to  Sir  William  Tamer  on  this  subject,  and 
he  referred  with  pride  to  the  fact  that  he  had  passed  the 
discipline  of  such  an  apprenticeship.  Thia  question  of  dis- 
cipline wag  one  that  deserved  full  appreciation.  The  ample 
leisure  of  other  students  was  in  some  respects  a  danger. 
They  sought  for  discipline  in  athletic  pursuits,  or  in  some 
other  way,  and  sometimes  athletics  came  to  be  regarded  as 
the  priccipa!  object  in  life.  He  thought  the  discipline  of 
the  pharmaceutical  student  was  superior,  for  it  was  obtained 
in  the  serious  daties  of  apprenticeship,  which  involved  con- 
stant accuracy  and  a  sense  of  responsibility.  The  evolution 
of  pharmacy  was  a  continual  process,  and  it  was  not  jet 
ended.  Many  great  names  were  associated  with  their  craft. 
They  might  not  be  all  aware  that  in  the  list  of  apothecaries 
in  Florence  there  was  found  the  name  of  the  illustrious 
Dante  They  had  a  great  tradition  to  support,  and  that 
could  be  done  by  each  endeavouring  to  elevate  the  individual 
pharmacist.  Let  each  one  magnify  his  office,  and  expand 
his  individuality.  This  could  be  well  done  by  taking  a 
historical  view  of  their  craft,  for  thereby  they  could  see  it, 
as  it  were,  sub  tpacia  csteriiitatis.  As  a  means  to  this  end, 
he  would  recommend  them  to  make  their  business  or  profes- 
sion their  philosophy. 

Messrs.  C.  F.  Henry  and  Hill  also  spoke. 

New  President. 

In  consequence  of  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Sutherland,  Mr. 
J.  M.  Cameron  was  unanimously  elected  President,  and  Mr. 
James  McBain  Vice  President. 

Arrangements  tor  the  Session. 

1895. 

Dec.  13. — Open  meeting.     "Notes  and  Queries,"  conducted  by  Win. 
Duncan. 

1393. 

Jan.  10. — Communications  by  W.  Lyon  and  J.  McBain. 

„     24. — "The  Irreducible  Minimum  :  a  Study,"  by  Alex.  Sutherland. 
Feb.    7. — "  Flame-tests,  &c."  (with  practical  demonstration),  by  George 
Coull,  B.Sc. , 

,,     21. — Open  Meeting,  conduct;d  by  W.  B.  Covvie. 
Mar.    6.— "  The  Darwinim  Theory,"  by  A.  S.  Birnie;  communications 
by  J.  H.  Burns  and  A.  Thwaites. 
2D.— Demonstration  with  apparatus  for  granulating  on  a  small 
scale,  by  George  Luiian. 
April  17. — Annual  business  meeting. 

Prize  Schemes. 

A.s  in  former  yeirs,  the  AssDciation  will  towards  the  end 
of  the  present  se.-sion  hold  an  examination  in  the  subjects 
of  pharmaov,  prescription  reading1,  and  posology,  open  to 
apprentice  members  of  the  Assoaiation.  Three  prizps  will 
be  offered — viz.,  (I)  the  E#iag,  value  21*  ;  (2)  the  Aitken, 
value  10*.  6d  ;  and  (3)  the  Crowden,  a  B.P. 


LIVERPOOL  PHARMACEUTICAL  STUDENTS' 
SOCIE  IY. 

The  usual  fortnightly  meeting  of  this  Society  was  held  at 
the  University  College  on  Thursday,  November  14,  the 
President,  Mr.  T.  S.  VVokes,  in  the  chair.  There  was  a  good 
attendance  of  members. 

In  view  of  the  Pharmacy  course  which  is  being  promoted 
by  the  Senate  of  the  Liverpool  University  College,  it  was 
proposed  by  Mr.  Harold  Wyait,  jun.,  and  seconded  by 
Mr.  R  H  Mitchell,  that  application  be  made  to  the  Council 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  for  a  grant  of  money  for  the 
provision  of  a  museum  of  pharmaceutical  specimens  and 
xnateria-medica — such  specimens  to  be  retained  at  the 
University  with  the  other  property  of  the  students.  This 
was  agreed  to  unanimously. 

Dispensing  Notes. 
Mr.  Pierson  slated  that  in  dispensing  recently  a  mixture 
containing,  among  other  ingredients,  iodide  of  potassium, 
hydrobromic  acid,  and  peppermint-water,  it  was  noticed 
that  iodine  was  soon  liberated.  Knowing  that  hydrobromic 
acid  was  too  weak  an  acid  to  have  tbat  effect,  attention  was 
directed  to  the  water,  and  when  the  mixture  was  compounded 
with  some  peppermint- water  from  another  bottle  no  reaction 
took  place.  It  was  then  suggested  that  a  mixture  contain- 
ing spt.  av.her.  nit.  had  been  dispensed  earlier  in  the  day, 


and  in  filling  up  that  bottle  with  peppermint-water  the 
nitrous  fumes  had  entered  the  bottle  containing  the  latter, 
and  had  been  dissolved  by  the  water.  To  test  this  sugges- 
tion 5?s.  of  spt.  aether,  nit.  was  put  into  a  6-cz.  bottle,  and  the 
bottle  was  then  rather  slowly  filled  up  from  an  almost  empty 
60-oz.  distilled-water  bottle.  This  bottle  was  then  shaken 
to  dissolve  any  nitrous  gases,  and  the  original  mixture  was 
dispensed  with  the  remainder  of  this  water,  resulting  in 
iodine  being  again  liberated.  It  is,  therefore,  important; 
when  spt.  tether,  nit.  is  an  ingredient  in  a  medicine  that  all 
the  other  ingredients  should  be  dispensed  first,  just  leavicgr 
rcom  for  the  spirit  to  be  added,  or  sufficient  water  must  be 
pouted  into  a  measure,  so  as  to  avoid  the  contamination  of 
the  stock-bottle. 

The  President  said  he  had  had  a  similar  experience 
with  distilled  water  and  a  mixture  containing  elixir  phosphori, 
and  Mr.  Wyatt  had  met  with  distilled  water  contaminated  by 
ammonia  in  the  same  way. 

Mr.  R  H  Mitchell  said  that  in  view  of  the  discussion 
upon  emulsification  at  the  Jast  meeting,  and  the  suggestion 
of  Mr.  Wyatt  that  tr.  senegreor  tr.  quillaiae  should  be  used? 
for  emulsifyicg,  be  has  been  experimenting  upon  a  mixture 
of  ol.  morrh.  and  Parrish's  syr.,  and  found  that  with  tr. 
quillaice  a  perfect  emulsion  was  formed  in  which  the  taste 
of  the  quillaia  was  not  perceptible.  The  sample  shown 
indicated  a  nice  preparation.  He  used  5^.  of  tr.  to- 
each  fluid  ounce  of  ol.  morrh.  He  also  submitted  the 
following  puzzle  prescription  wnich  he  had  lately  had  to  dis- 
pense : — 

Kali  iodid.  (1  to  5)   3iij. 

Six  drops  to  be  taken  in  half  a  wineglassful  of  water  three  times  a  day, 
fiv-"  or  ten  minutes  to  half  an  hour  before  meals,  or  five  to  ten  minutes  to 
an  hour  or  two  after  meals. 

He  interpreted  it  as  an  aqueous  solution  of  1  part  pot.  iod. 
in  5  of  water,  or  1  in  6  The  curious  directions  allowed 
the  patient  almost  as  much  freedom  as  to  when  the  dose 
was  to  be  taken  as  if  there  were  no  directions  at  all. 

Mr.  Wardlewortii  showed  a  specimen  of  Piper  Clusii,  or 
"  Poivre  de  Clusius,"  as  described  on  page  141  of  the  Year- 
book of  1895,  adding  that  the  article  was  largely  used  by  the 
natives  on  the  West  Coast  of  Africa  as  a  condiment. 

Mr.  John  Welsh,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  then  read  a 
paper  on 

Fermentation. 

The  paper  was  a  lengthy  but  interesting  description  of  the 
biology  and  chemistry  of  fermentation.  Starting  with  a 
description  of  the  Schizomycetes  and  other  organisms  which 
produce  fermentation,  Mr.  Welsh  graphically  depicted  their 
infinite  smallness  by  mentioning  that  no  fewer  than  four- 
hundred  millions  of  these  organisms  could  be  spread  over 
one  square  inch  in  a  sirjgle  layer.  Thus  we  could  have  a- 
population  one  hundred  times  as  great  as  that  of  London 
settled  on  a  single  square  inch  without  any  complaint  of 
overcrowding  These  organisms  generally  reproduce  by 
spores,  but  there  are  interesting  stages  in  the  development., 
such  as  the  z  joglea  stage,  in  which  an  enormous  number  of  the 
spores  are  held  together  by  bulky  mucilage,  so  as  to  give  a 
colony  of  them  the  appearance  of  one  individual,  and  tliey 
are  so  tenacious  of  life  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  kill 
them  :  they  staDd  extremes  of  temperature,  and  can  get 
along  with  food  at  the  starvation  point.  Yeast  is  one  of  the 
most  important  of  these  organisms,  and  Mr.  Welsh  gave  a 
full  description  of  the  varieties  of  it  used  by  brewers, 
together  with  an  account  of  Pasteur's  researches  thereon. 
He  then  described  the  chief  forms  of  fermentation,  such  as 
the  alcoholic,  acetic,  lactic,  &c  ;  and  in  an  interesting 
passage  explained  the  different  views  which  have  been  held 
about  the  rationale  of  fermentation  from  Liebig's  time  until 
now,  the  last  quotation  ia  this  section  being  from  the 
Journ.  Chun.  Sue.  for  March,  in  which  a  writer,  dealing  with 
the  dialysis  of  b(  er  yeast,  shows  that  yeast  secretes  a. 
dialysab  e  substance  which  has  apparently  the  property  of 
inverting  sugar,  so  that  actual  contact  with  the  yeast-cell 
is  not  necessary  for  this  inversion.  Following  this, 
the  author  described  the  malting  and  fermentation  of  malt 
worts  (referring-  to  the  two  processes  as  distinct  fermenta- 
tions), and  called  particular  attention  to  the  secondary 
fermentations  by  moulds,  &o ,  which  must  be  avoided  in 
brewing.  Next  acetic  fermentation  was  described,  together 
with  the  production  of  vinegar,  and  so  with  other  kinds  of 
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fermentation.  Speaking  of  citric  fermentation  Mr.  Welsh 
explained  that  citric  acid  is  produced  artificially  at  Toom, 
in  Alsace,  by  certain  moulds  which  possess  the  property  of 
converting  sugar  in  nutrient  solutions  into  an  organic  acid, 
which  is  in  constitution  and  properties  identical  with  that 
found  in  lemons,  and  can  be  obtained  easily  and  abundantly 
in  well-formed  crystals.  Very  little  as  yet  is  known  about 
these  citromycetes,  as  they  are  called,  but  they  are  said 
to  so  resemble  peneaillium  glauewn  that  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  distinguish  the  one  from  the  other.  The 
selective  power  of  yeasts  was  dealt  with — i  e  ,  the  pro- 
perty by  which  ordinary  yeast,  for  example,  will  attack 
mannite,  but  leave  dulcite  untouched,  although  these  bodies 
are  isomeric,  and  this  gave  the  essayist  the,  opportunity  of 
referring  to  E  mi  I  Fischer's  work.  Mr.  Welsh  also  described 
nitrification,  the  discovery  of  which  has  thrown  so  much 
light  upon  agricultural  problems.  Mr.  Welsh  took  the 
matter  a  step  further  by  stating  that  the  vast  fields  which 
furnish  Chili  nitre  are  the  production  of  this  tiny  organism, 
and  indeed  "one  can  scarcely  credit  this  (to  use  Welsh's 
words)  to  be  the  result  of  fermentative  processes  caused  by 
the  living  of  these  minute  nitrifying  organisms.  What  an 
immense  lapse  of  time,  what  countless  ages  ago  must  these 
little  bodies  have  lived  and  been  at  work,  so  slowly  yet  so 
surely,  building  up  the  material  quite  unconsciously  which 
ihas  formed  those  immense  fortunes  which  have  resulted  in 
the  names  of  the  owners  of  such  to  be  nitrate  kings."  The 
essayist  concluded  by  describing  some  unorganised  lerments. 
He  illustrated  his  paper  by  experiments. 


MANCHESTER  PHARMACEUTICAL"!  ASSOCIATION. 

The  Council  of  the  Association  offer  for  competition 
among  the  apprentices  and  assistants  of  Manchester  and 
district  a  number  of  Herbaria  of  medicinal  plants,  each  con- 
taining sixty  specimens,  and  two  special  prizes  of  the  value 
of  one  guinea  each  are  also  offered.  Mr.  J.  Rymer  Young 
offers  a  prizj  of  one  guinea,  to  be  expended  in  books,  to  the 
student  who  obtains  the  highest  number  of  marks  in  the 
Senior  examination  ;  and  the  Association  also  offers  a  prize 
of  one  guinea  to  the  candidate  who  obtains  the  highest 
number  of  marks  in  the  Junior  examination.  The  competi- 
tions will  be  held  in  the  first  week  in  February. 


SOCIETY  OF  CHEMICAL  INDUSTRY,  NEW  YORK 
SECTION. 

The  usual  monthly  meeting  was  held  on  November  11  at 
the  College  of  Pharmacy,  and  a  large  audience  assembled 
to  listen  to  the  promised  address  from  the  Hon.  Foreign 
Secretary  (Mr.  Ludwig  Mond,  F.R.S  ).  The  Local  Secretary 
(Dr.  Schweitzer)  read  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting,  and 
paid  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  the  compliment  of 
transcribing  on  the  minute-book  a  considerable  portion  of 
its  report  of  the  last  meeting  published  in  the  October  26 
issue.  The  circular  announcing  the  meeting  had  stated 
that  Mr.  Mond  would  deliver  an  address  on  the  "Chemical 
Industries  of  the  United  States,"  but  apparently  he  had 
fallen  into  the  error  so  common  to  English  visitors  of 
imagining  that  \merica  can  be  "done"  in  two  or  three 
week?,  for  the  promised  address  was  not  delivered,  a  paper 
on  the 

History  of  an  Invention 

being  substituted.  The  paper  was  of  great  interest,  and 
related  how  Mr.  Mond  came  to  discover  the  interesting 
compound  of  nickel  and  CO,  nickel  carbony).  Curiously 
enough  it  was  discovered  in  the  course  of  an  investigation 
having  for  its  object  the  utilising  of  the  residual  chlorine  in 
the  ammonia  soda  process,  in  recovering  the  chlorine 
from  the  ammonium  chloride  nickel  pans  were  used,  heated 
to  a  high  temperature,  and  these  became  corroded,  and 
black  deposits  containing  carbon  were  noticed.  Research 
showed  that  this  was  due  to  the  formation  of  the  in- 
teresting compound  containing  1  part  of  nickel  to  4  of  CO. 
The  interest  of  this  compound  lies  largely  in  its  application, 
for  through  it  almost  pure  nickel  can  be  readily  and  cheaply 
prepared.  Nickel  cirbonyl  is  a  volatile  liquid,  boiling  at 
40°  C,  and  on  heating  becomes  completely  dissociated  int.) 
its  components,  pure  nickel  being  deposited.  The  process 
has  for  some  time  been  worked  successfully  in  England. 


Waste  furnace-gases,  purified,  are  pissed  over  incandescent 
charcoal,  and  the  gas  then  passed  over  the  crude  metal, 
slightly  heated.  Ni(CO),  is  formed,  which  passes  into 
heated  chambers,  where  dissociation  occurs,  nickel  is  de- 
posited, and  CO  set  free,  to  be  used  over  and  over  again,  so 
that  there  is  bat  little  waste.  Heated  moulds  can  be  used 
in  place  of  large  chambers,  and  articles  of  nickel  rapidly 
manufactured.  Samples  of  these  and  of  the  pure  metal 
were  exhibited.  The  process  is  also  applicable  to  the  repro- 
duction of  electros,  which  can  be  prepaicd  more  rapidly,  and 
of  better  quility,  than  by  the  galvanic  process.  The  purified 
metal  has  also  a  much  greater  tensile  strength  than  the  com- 
mercial article  ;  arjd  a  bar  was  exhibited,  which  had  resisted 
a  tensile  strain  of  95,000  lbs.  to  the  square  inch.  Mr.  Mond 
also  drew  attention  to  the  similar  iron  compound,  FefOO).,, 
which,  however,  is  more  difHcalt  to  prepare,  and  has  not  yet 
been  commercially  utili-ed. 

Papers  were  also  read  by  Mr.  Alsberg,  on  a  case  of 
spontaneous  combination,  ia  which  the  iaflammability  of 
many  colouring  lakes  was  pointed  oat;  and  bv  Mr. 
Eveguist,  on  tne  utilisation  of  waste  ac'd  from  gold  and 
silver  refining. 


Buaine00  Changes, 


Mr  Riley  has  purchased  the  business  from  Mr.  J.  H. 
Cory,  High  Street,  West  Cowes,  I  W. 

Mr.  Charles  Senior,  of  Donrsaster,  has  purchased  the 
business  of  Mr.  W.  Griffith  at  Dalton-in-Farness. 

Mr.  Frank  Newbbrv,  manufacturing  chemist,  late  of 
Exeter,  has  removed  to  85  London  Road  Reading. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Cory  haviag  sold  his  business  at  Cowep,  has 
taken  that  of  Mr.  R.  GravdS  Hook,  at  Wilton,  Wilts. 

Mr.  Arthur  Hoyle  of  Denholme,  his  purchased  th3 
business  of  Mr  D.  Smith,  Witsien,  near  B  -adtord,  Yorks. 

Taylor's  Drug  Company  (Limited)  have  opened  a 
store  in  New  Street,  Barnsley,  where  they  expect  to  do  a  big 
business. 

Mr.  Franchs  T.  Sanders,  has  opened  a  business  at  53 
High  Street,  Suttoa,  Surrey,  aaddr  the  title  of  "  Th3  Modern 
Pharmacy." 

Messrs.  S  F.  Goss  &  Co.  (Limited),  of  430  Oxford 
Street,  are  opening  a  new  pharmacy  in  Rjgent  Street,  corner 
of  Conduit  Street. 

Mr.  John  Chapman,  of  I  Southbridge  Road,  Croydon, 
has  purchased  the  chitnisi's  business  oc  Ml.  John  Parrott, 
High  Street,  Esher,  Surrey. 

Mr.  William  R.  Hoare,  oE  121  Co-nwall  Road,  Bays- 
water,  W ,  has  purchased  the  business  of  Mr.  J.Clarke,  at 
90  King  Street,  West  Hammersmith,  W. 

Mr.  Lewis,  of  Lewis  &  Barrows  (Limited),  has  pur- 
chased the  lease  of  a  drapery  basiness  at  No  th  Ead,  Urovdon, 
and  will  shortly  convert  it  into  a  modern  pharmacy. 

Mr  F.  Boxhall,  many  years  manager  to  Messrs.  Tucker 
&  Co,  chemists,  Lowisham,  SE.,  has  parchased  Mr.  J. 
Pemberton's  basiness  at  High  Road,  Cricklewood,  N.W. 

The  Elephant  D;sinfectaat  Compmy,  makers  of  all  kinds 
of  disinfectants,  have  removed  from  34  Penrose  Soreet, 
Walworth,  to  larger  premises  at  174-173  Neate  Street, 
Camberwell. 

Mr  TiMMishas  purchased  the  basiness  of  his  late  partner, 
Mr.  Norman  Allswortb,  at  60  Masons  Hill,  Bromley,  Kent. 
Messrs.  Allsworth  &  Timmis  were  partners  a  few  years  ago 
at  Clapham  Road,  S.W. 

Mr.  Hubert  Rig  den,  many  years  with  Mr.  T.  H.  Bate- 
man,  chemist,  Fincbley  Road,  N  ,  has  openeianew  oharmacy 
near  the  Metropolitan  Station,  Harrow  onthe-IIill,  Middlesex. 
Mr.  Ridgen  parchased  the  ground  and  built  his  premises  to 
his  own  design. 


The  meanest  man  in  the  world  lives  in  Chicago.  He  stole 
his  wife's  false  teeth,  and  then  got  a  divorce  on  account  of 
her  physical  defects. 
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Xcgal  TReports* 


CARRIERS'  CHARGES. 

In  the  City  of  London  Court,  on  November  15,  before  Mr., 
Assistant  Registrar  Tattershall,  Messrs.  Amatti  &  Harrison 
a  firm  of  carriers,  sought  to  recover  21.  8s.  9d.  for  the  collec- 
tion of  numerous  casks  of  gum  for  the  defer,  dants,  Messrs. 
Hahn  Vivers  &  Co.,  gum  merchants,  6  Mincing  Lace,  E.C. 
The  plaintiffs'  case  was  that  they  received  frcrn  the  defendants 
instructions  to  receive  and  collect  certain  quantities  of  gum 
from  different  wharves.  The  plaintiffs  did  the  work  and  had 
paid  the  ordinary  wharfage  charges.  The  defendants'  case 
was  lhat  the  plaintiffs  were  not  justified  in  making  the 
charges  which  were  now  beiDg  pressed  because  they  did  not 
appear  in  a  list  of  rates  issced  by  the  plaintiffs.  The  plaintiffs 
replied  that  their  rates  for  shipping  varied  according  to  the 
fluctuations  of  the  French  railway  charges.  The  quotations 
relied  on  by  the  defendants  did  not  in  any  way  affect  the 
amount  now  sued  for.  The  quotations  to  which  the  defendants 
referred  only  applied  to  goods  sent  to  the  waterside.  They 
had  had  to  collect  the  gum  from  vaiious  wharves  and  other 
placep.  The  charges  which  they  now  asked  the  defendants 
to  pay  had  been  actually  paid  by  I  hem.  The  Assistant 
Regisirar  found  for  the  plaintiffs,  with  costs. 


DEFECTIVE  MINERAL- WATER  BOTTLES.  - 
PUZZLE:  TO  FIND  THE  RESPONSIBLE  PARTY. 

On  November  16,  in  the  Queen's  Bench  Division,  before  Mr. 
Justice  Mathew,  Bratby  &  Hinchliffe  (Limited),  of  Man- 
chester and  London,  sued  Brewster  &  Co.,  aerated-water 
manufacturers,  of  London,  to  recover  two  sums  of  621.  5s  4<f. 
and  1412.  14s.  Jd.  le.-pectively.  The  first  item  was  admitted 
to  be  due,  and  the  second  was  disputed.  The  claim  of 
141Z.  14s.  Id  was  in  respect  of  163  gross  of  bottles  called 
Codd's  patent-stopper  bottles.  The  defence  to  the  claim  was 
that  the  bottles  were  supplied  for  the  purpose  of  being  filled 
with  soda  water,  and  if  not  air-tight  they  were  useless. 
The  plaintiffs  admitted  that  some  of  the  bottles  were  not 
air- tight,  and  that  Brewster  was  entitled  to  return  them,  and 
to  this  extent  there  was  no  dispute.  Brewster  &  Co.  counter- 
claimed  for  6587.  9s.,  made  up  of  various  items  which  they 
said  they  had  lost  or  become  liable  for  in  consequence  of  the 
breach  of  contract  to  supply  air-tight  bottles.  To  this  the 
plaintiffs  leplied  that  if  the  defendants  were  entitled  to 
anything  it  was  only  a  small  sum.  It  was  admitted 
throughout  the  case  that  unless  the  necks  of  the  bottles  were 
properly  made,  and  the  marble  of  a  proper  6hape,  air  would 
be  admitted,  and  the  mineral  water  would  be  spoiled. 
Joined  in  the  action  were  George  Wood,  bottle  manufac- 
turer, of  Hanslet,  near  Leeds,  and  T.  Turner  &  Co.,  bottle 
manufacturers,  of  Dewsbury.  The  plaintiffs  said  that  when 
they  received  the  orders  they  placed  them  with  these  firms 
to  execute,  and  if  they  were  liable  for  any  defects  in  the 
construction  of  the  bottles,  the  two  third  parties  were  really 
responsible  for  the  losses  they  might  sustain  in  consequence 
of  the  breach  of  contract.  The  two  third  parties  said  that 
if  the  bottles  were  wrong  it  was  owing  to  the  use  of  defective 
india-rubber  rings  which  had  been  supplied  by  the  plaintiffs. 
Numerous  counsel  were  engaged  and  a  large  mass  of  evidence 
was  given,  some  witnesses  favonrirg  the  suggestion  that  the 
defects  were  due  to  the  rings,  and  others  declaring  that  the 
lings  were  cot  the  cause,  but  that  there  were  defects  in  the 
bottles. 

Mr.  Justice  Mathew,  in  the  course  of  the  case,  intimated 
that  he  thought  no  case  had  been  made  out  against  Turner. 
Upon  the  assumption  that  Wood  was  responsible  in  respect 
of  the  manufacture  of  the  bottles,  was  it  possible  to  make 
an  end  of  this  matter  without  further  inquiry  ? 

After  a  consultation  between  counsel,  Mr.  Witt,  Q  C. 
(Mt  ssrs.  Brewstei's  leading  counsel),  asked  for  some  indica- 
tion of  his  Lordship's  view,  so  as  to  enable  the  parties  to 
come  to  terms. 

Mr.  Justice  Mathew  said  his  idea  was  that  Brewster  must 
pay  for  the  bottles  which  he  had  from  Turner,  as  no  case 
was  made  out  against  him.  The  costs  of  Turner  would 
depend  on  how  far  it  was  reasonable  to  make  him  a  third 
party.  Brewster  wculd  then  be  able  to  recover  some  damages 


from  the  plaintiffs,  who,  in  their  turn,  could  get  them  from 
Wood. 

Eventually  the  cause  was  adjourned  for  a  week,  to  enable- 
the  parties  to  see  if  they  could  come  to  terms. 


THE  MEDICINE-STAMP  FRAUDS. 

Evan  Chables  Ashford  (52),  chemist,  Gold  Street,  North- 
ampton, was  indicted  at  the  Northampton  Assizes,  on 
November  16,  for  that  he  within  six  months  last  past  did' 
feloniously  and  fraudulently  mutilate  a  stamp  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Stamp  Duties  Management  Act,  1891,  with 
intent  that  use  should  be  made  of  a  part  of  such  stamps  ~ 
secondly,  that  he  feloniously,  knowingly,  and  without  lawful 
cause,  did  have  in  his  possession  a  certain  stamp  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Act  which  had  been  fraudulently  mutilated  • 
and,  thirdly,  that  within  six  months  last  past  ha  feloniously 
and  fraudulently  did  fix  and  place  upon  certain  material  a 
part  of  a  stamp  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act  which  had 
been  cut,  torn,  and  removed  out  of  and  from  a  certain  other1 
stamp. 

Mr.  A.  P.  Keep  was  instructed  for  the  prosecution,  and' 
Mr.  W.  Rjland  D.  Adkins  represented  the  prisoner. 

The  circumstances  of  the  case  have  already  been  fully 
reported.  The  prisoner,  when  arraigned  by  the  Clerk  of 
Assize,  pleaded  guilty  on  all  the  six  bills  found  against  him. 

Mr.  Adkics  addressed  the  Court  on  behalf  of  the  prisoner, 
who  had,  he  said,  of  his  own  accord  pleaded  guilty  because 
he  wished  to  do  what  little  he  could  to  atone  for  the  offence 
he  had  committed.  The  accused  wished  him  to  tell  his 
Lordship  that  those  foolish  actions  of  his  were  not  incidents 
in  a  life  of  crime,  and  still  less  in  any  way  a  culmination  of 
a  dishonourable  life.  They  were  actions  of  extreme  folly 
committed  by  one  who  had  all  along  been  a  most  respectable 
and  honourable  tradesman,  at  a  time  when  he  was  extremely 
harassed  both  in  mind  and  body  by  severe  and  long- continued? 
financial  trouble.  A  year  or  two  ago  he  was  involved  in  a  very 
expensive  litigation,  in  which  he  was  severely  mulcted,  and 
that  was  the  reason  he  gave  to  the  officers  who  came  to 
inquire  and  who  arrested  him.  That  was  the  true  reason. 
One  of  his  nearest  neighbours  and  other  gentlemen  would 
speak  to  the  accused's  reputation  and  high  character.  He 
respectfully  asked  his  Lordship  to  consider  that,  although 
the  accused  had  been  guilty  of  these  acts  of  extreme  folly  ; 
yet  they  had  not,  he  was  glad  to  say,  entailed  serious  loss 
to  the  Government.  He  need  hardly  say  they  had  brought 
no  benefit  to  the  accused,  but,  on  the  contrary,  extreme 
misery.  His  position  that  day  in  the  dock,  having  held  the 
position  he  had,  and  with  a  wife  and  eight  children  de- 
pendent upon  him,  was  in  itself  a  very  severe  punishment.  Id. 
view  of  these  circumstances,  he  respectfully  asked  hia 
Lordship  to  deal  with  the  accused  as  leniently  as  his  sense 
of  duty  permitted  him  to  do. 

Mr.  Keep  said  he  was  instructed  by  the  Commissioner 
of  Inland  Revenue  to  leave  the  case  entirely  in  the  hands 
of  his  Lordship. 

His  Lordship  said  he  should  like  the  Commissioners  of 
Inland  Revenue  to  explain  to  him  what  the  facts  and  the 
offences  were,  as  he  did  not  thoroughly  understand  them 
from  the  depositions.  As  he  understood  it  the  accused  hadk 
cut  stamps  in  two.  He  had  read  the  depositions  very  care- 
fully but  could  scarcely  follow  them. 

Mr.  Keep  explained  how  the  stamps  had  been  mutilated 
and  put  on  the  articles  sold,  and  showed  his  Lordship  some 
of  the  articles  on  which  the  mutilated  stamps  had  been 
placed.  Mr.  Keep  said  they  had  found  seventy  cases,  and! 
the  Commissioners  felt  it  was  their  duty  to  take  those  pro- 
ceedings, because  the  revenue  from  patent-medicine  stamps 
was  something  like  200,0002.  a  year,  and  if  such  a  practice 
as  had  been  carried  on  by  the  prisoner  were  to  become 
common  it  would  be  a  serious  thing  for  the  country. 

Mr.  Adkins  then  called  as  witnesses  as  to  the  character  of 
the  accused, 

Mr.  Henry  Greenough,  a  retired  draper,  and  formerly  a- 
neighbour  of  the  accused  ;  the  Rev.  J.  T.  Brown,  a  retired 
Baptist  minister;  the  Rev.  Canon  Hull,  Chief  Detective 
Inspector  Rogers,  and  William  Batchelor  (Police  Court  Mis- 
sionary), who  all  testified  to  Mr.  Ashford's  honourable  conduct 
in  the  past.  The  last  witness  said  Mr.  Ashford  had  been, 
one  of  his  strong  helpers  in  trying  to  give  assistance  to- 
those  who  had  fallen.     He  had  even  gone  so  far  as  t© 
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take  a  lad  into  his  employ,  and  save  him  from  being  sent 
to  prison. 

His  Lordship  said  he  had  inquired  into  the  case  to  see 
what  the  offence  was,  and  to  know  whether  it  was  one  that 
was  commonly  practised.  If  it  had  been  an  offence  that 
was  commonly  practised,  it  would  have  been  his  duty  to 
have  passed  upon  him  a  heavy  sentence,  with  the  view  of 
discouraging  other  people  from  following  the  example,  be- 
cause it  would  be  most  mischievous  and  dangerous,  and  an 
offence  they  would  have  to  put  down.  One  was  glad  to  hear 
It  was  not,  so  far  as  it  was  known  to  the  Inland  Revenue  Com- 
missioners, an  offence  which  was  commonly  practised,  at 
which  he  was  rather  surprised.  He  could  not  help  feeling  if 
that  charge  became  generally  known  it  would  be  more  fre- 
quently practised,  because,  from  the  explanation  given  to 
him,  it  seemed  to  him  it  was  an  offence  which,  if  attention  were 
called  to  it,  would  really  invite  the  practice,  because  it  was 
so  simple  to  practise  it.  It  was  a  very  serious  offence,  as  by 
the  last  statute  it  was  punishable  by  a  long  term  of  penal 
servitude  (fourteen  years),  or  imprisonment  with  bard  labour 
for  two  years.  It  was  an  offence  which  was  properly 
punishable  very  severely,  and  he  should  not  have  hesi- 
tated to  have  punished  the  accused  very  severely  if  he 
had  found  it  was  a  practice  which  was  commonly  carried 
on  by  business  men  of  the  position  of  the  accused. 
But  it  seemed  to  him  not  to  be  communly  carried  on,  and, 
therefore,  he  did  not  know  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  make 
an  example  of  the  accused.  He  should  take  into  considera- 
tion the  good  character  the  accused  had  received,  the  posi- 
tion he  had  occupied,  and  the  circumstances  to  which  he 
had  resorted  to  raise  money,  which,  it  seemed  to  him,  were 
miserable.  Suppose  the  accused  had  done  what  he  had  in 
a  hundred  cases,  it  would  not  have  come  to  much  money. 
A  man  in  the  position  of  the  accused  to  resort  to  schemes  of 
that  sort  for  making  so  small  a  sum  of  money  seemed  to 
him  most  unintelligible  His  Lordship  said  he  was  led  to 
believe  the  accused  had  been  sadly  strained  in  mind  by  his 
money  troubles,  and  that  he  had  resorted  to  those  means 
of  raising  a  small  amount  of  money  to  assist  him  over  his 
difficulties.  It  was  very  sad  to  a  person  of  the  position 
and  character  of  the  accused  to  be  in  the  p'ace  in  «7hich 
he  was  standing ;  but  he  rather  hesitated  to  pass  upon 
him  a  sentence  such  as  the  Act  of  Parliament  seamed 
to  contemplate.  He  rather  felt  disposed  to  give  the  matter 
further  consideration,  and  if  the  Inland  Revenue  Commis- 
sioners desired  to  bring  the  accused  up  for  judgment  again 
they  might  do  so.  He  did  not  understand  the  Commis- 
sioners particularly  requested  any  immediate  sentence  should 
be  passed  upon  the  accured,  and  he  thought  they  would  be 
content  to  bring  him  up  for  judgment  if  it  should  become 
needful  in  their  judgment  for  the  protection  of  society,  and, 
therefore,  he  should  at  that  time  allow  him  to  leave  the 
dock  without  passing  aoy  sentence  upon  him.  The  accused 
must,  however,  find  some  person  to  become  security  for  him 
for  1001.,  and  he  must  enter  into  the  same  recognisance 
himself,  to  come  up  for  judgment  when  called  upon.  He 
hoped  the  Commissioners  might  not  find  it  necessary  to 
proceed  further,  but  if  they  did  he  would  be  dealt  with 
accordingly. 

Mr.  Harry  Greenough  offered  himself  as  security,  and 
the  recognisance0  having  been  entered  into,  the  accused  left 
the  dock. 


SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

Spirit  of  Nitrous  Ether. 

At  the  St.  Augustine's  (Canterbury)  Petty  Sessions,  on 
November  9,  Frederick  Henry  Neale,  chemist,  of  Herne 
Bay,  was  summoned  for  selling  adulterated  spirit  of  nitrous 
ether.  A  constable  proved  the  purchase  on  October  14  of 
4  oz.  of  nitrous  ether,  B  P.,  for  which  he  paid  2s.  The  cer- 
tificate of  Dr.  M.  A.  Adams  showed  that  it  only  contained 
about  one-twentieth  of  the  proper  proportion  of  nitrous 
ether.  Defendant  urged  that  the  difference  was  not  due 
to  adulteration,  but  to  evaporation.  He  explained  that  this 
nitrous  ether  at  a  temperature  of  62/J  F.  became  a  gas,  and 
in  this  condition  probably  the  stopper  was  raised.  Under 
the  most  favourable  circumstances  this  was  a  most  difficult 
drug  to  keep.  The  sample  purchased  by  the  constable  was 
sold  out  of  his  stock  bottle.    The  Magistrates  said  they  had 


no  option  but  to  fine  defendant,  who  was  ordered  to  pay  15i. 
and  12s.  6d.  costs. 


Mustard. 

At  Ashboum  Petty  Sessions,  on  November  14,  Mr.  J.imes 
Osborne,  chemist  and  druggist,  Ashbourn,  was  suinmooed 
for  selling  mustard  certified  to  contain  wheat-starch,  together 
with  a  little  turmeric.  After  hearing  an  explanation  offeted 
by  the  defendant,  the  Bench  allowed  the  case  to  be  >vith- 
d:awn  on  the  payment  of  2ls.  Gd.  costs. 


Cassia  for  Cinnamon. 

At  the  Hanley  Stipendiary's  Court,  on  November  18,  D  ivid 
Lovatt,  chemist,  Lichfield  Street,  was  charged  with  selling 
as  cinnamon  an  article  which  the  borough  analyst  certified 
to  be  cassia.  The  case  was  before  the  court  a  fortnight  ago, 
when  it  was  s'ated  that  the  analysis  of  the  prosecution  was 
disputed,  and  an  adjournment  was  taken  to  enable  the 
defence  to  obtain  an  independent  analysis.  Mr.  Swoid,  who 
appeared  for  the  defendant,  stated  that  an  analysis  had  been 
made  by  an  eminent  London  analyst,  but  his  advice  had  not 
been  fully  carried  out;  and,  on  the  ground  of  expense  and 
for  other  reasons,  they  were  not  able  to  call  that  gentleman 
as  a  witness.  The  Stipendiary  said  he  could  not  help  the 
defence  any  further  than  he  had  done  ;  and  formal  evidence 
having  been  given  for  the  projecution,  Mr.  Sword  called  the 
defendant,  who  stated  that  he  bought  his  spice  from  Messrs. 
W.  H.  Blunt  &  Son,  wholesale  druggists  and  herbalists, 
Birmingham.  He  had  never  ordered  cassia  from  them,  and 
what  was  supplied  to  him  as  cinnamon  was  sold  in  the  same 
state  as  be  received  it.  Cassia  was  of  about  half  the 
commercial  value  of  cinnamon,  and  was  much  coarser.  The 
Stipendiary  said  the  defendant  could  recover  from  the 
wholesale  dealer  any  penalty  imposed  upon  him.  Mr.  Sword 
said  that  was  so,  no  doubt ;  but,  through  a  misunderstanding, 
he  wai  unable  to  fight  the  case  on  its  merits,  or  he  thougu'c 
he  should  be  able  to  show  that  this  was  cincaimoEu. 
Defendant  was  fined  20.?.  and  costs,  11.  Is.  altogether. 


Bankruptcies  anfc .  ^failures- 


Re  W.  G.  Stevens,  Paignton,  late  of  Brighton, 
Chemist  and  Druggist. 

At  the  Plymouth  Bankruptcy  Court,  before  Judge  Edge,  on 
Thursday,  November  13,  Mr.  P.  T.  Pearce  applied  on  bebalf 
of  two  Brighton  firms  to  set  aside  an  order  made  by  that 
Court  in  Saptember  last  sanctioning  the  payment  by  debtor 
of  a  composition  of  10*  in  the  pound  on  the  ground  that  he 
had  not  disclosed  all  his  creditors.  The  names  of  these  two 
creditors  at  Brighton  were  omitted.  He  owed  them  22Z.  and 
\2l.  respectively  for  goods  supplied  whilst  he  wa3  in  business 
in  Biighton,  and  they  had  consequently  received  nothing;. 
The  solicitor  for  the  debtor  pointed  out  that  the  present  appli- 
cation was  not  in  order,  as  notice  of  the  motion  had  not  been 
duly  given  to  the  Official  Receiver.  His  Honour  adjourned 
the  case  for  a  month,  remarking  that  inquiries  wo  aid  be 
made  meanwhile. 


Re  Harry  Smith,  Horbury,  York?,  Dealer  in  Dregs 
and  Chemicals. 

The  following  are  creditors  under  this  failure : — 

£  J.  J. 

Bleasdale  &  Co.,  York   23  0  0' 

Job  &  Carr,  WakefieM   25  0  0 

Smith,  J.  C,  Executors  of,  Wakefield         ..       ..    200  0  0 

Smith  &  Turner,  Huddersfield  13  5  0 

•   Contingent  Liability  {not  expected  to  rank). 

Smith,  J.  C,  Executors  of  the  late,  Wak .'field       ..    220   0  0 


Re  James  Laycock,  Belinda  Street,  Hanslet,  and  3  Kingtton 
Terrace,  Leeds,  Glass  Bottle  Manufacturer. 

This  debtor  has  executed  a  deed  of  assigoment  for  the 
benefit  of  his  creditors,  under  which  Mr.  F/ederick  Bradley, 
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agent,  Gipton  Mount,  Leeds,  is  trustee.  The  unsecured 
liabilities  are  estimated  at  4,473/.,  and  the  assets,  alter 
deducting  the  claims  of  preferential  creditors  payable  in 
ful!,  are  estimated  to  produce  2,4752.  There  are  also  fully- 
secured  creditors  amounting  to  908/. 


6a3ettc 


PAKTNERSHIPS  DISSOLVED. 

Bar  den,  A.,  ami  Barden,  S.,  size  and  glue  manufacturers,  Shelley, 
near  Huddersfield,  under  the  style  of  Joseph  Barden  &  Sons. 

Feast,  A.  R.,  and  Garrard,  F.,  colonial  brokers,  Mincing  Lane, 
under  the  style  of  Feast  &  Gairard. 

Lee,  A.  J.,  and  Abell,  S.,  mineral -water  manufacturers,  Liverpoo', 
under  the  style  of  the  London  llineral-wat3r  Company. 

THE  BANKRUPTCY  ACTS,  1883  AND  1890, 

Receiving  Obdeb. 

Cet=rard,  W.  H.,  Ilkeston,  druggist. 

Adjudications. 

Harrison,  William,  Clitheroe,  chemist  and  druggist. 
JSKkins,  George,  Caerphilly,  mineral-water  manufacturer. 
Roliinson,  Arthur  Joe,  New  Clee,  Great  Grimsby,  surgeon. 
Williamson,  Armstrong,  Sunderland,  patent-medicine  vendor. 


flew  Companies  anfc  Company 
mem 


Spanish  Phosphoeus  Company  (Limited).—  Capital 
50,000/,  in  12.  snares.  Objects:  To  enter  inoo  a  certain 
agreement  for  the  acquisition  of  certain  lands,  mines,  quar- 
ries, and  mining  rights  in  Spain,  Portugal,  or  elsewhere,  and 
to  refine,  purify,  sell,  and  daal  in  phosphorus,  bi-sulphide  of 
carbon,  acids,  manures,  &c.  Registered  office,  17  Victoria 
bfcreet,  S.W. 

Gabfobth  Glue  and  Gelatine  Company  (Limited). 
— Capital  15,000/ ,  in  1/  shares.  Objects  :  To  enter  into  an 
agreement  with  Charles  H.  Robshaw  tor  the  purchase  of  the 
business  carried  on  Dy  him  at  Garforth  Bridge,  Garforth, 
near  Leeds,  and  to  manufacture,  sell,  and  deal  in  glue, 
gelatine,  size,  grease,  oil,  soap,  candies,  artificial  manuies. 
chemicals,  &c. 

Algebnon  Lawes  (Limited). — Capital  1,000/.,  in  1/. 
shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire  the  business  of  horse  and  cattle 
ormk  manulacturers  lately  cariied  on  by  Algernon  Lawes 
and  his  successors,  and  to  manufacture,  sell  and  deal  in 
medicines  and  preparations  for  horses,  cattle,  sheep,  pigs, 
dogs,  cats  and  poultry.  Registered  office,  11  Hanley  Road, 
Hornsey  Rise,  N. 

Weab  Foel  Woeks  Company  (Limited). — Capital 
60,000/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects :  To  acquiie,  take  over  and 
carry  on  the  business  of  chemical  ana  patent-fuel  manu- 
lacturers ana  merchants  carried  on  as  "  The  Wear  Fuel 
Works  Compaay  "  at  South  Dock,  Sunderland,  and  Pimlico, 
Depttord  and  fcinadwell,  London,  and  to  enter  into  an  agree- 
ment with  R.  O.  R.  Hoyle  and  Thos.  Havelcck. 

Pemp.bey  White  Lead  Woeks  Company  (Limited).— 
Capital  20,000/.,  in  5/.  shares.  Objects :  To  acquire  the 
business  of  the  Pembiey  White  LeaO  Works  Company,  and 
to  manufactuie,  sell  and  deal  in  white  lead,  oil,  colours, 
varnishes,  paints  and  chemicals  and  other  similar  goods. 
The  first  directors  (to  number  not  fewer  than  three  nor  more 
than  seven)  are :  —  Cnristopher  James,  John  Wilkins 
(managing  director),  and  John  Clutton. 

"Excel"  Stkeilized  Milk  Company  (Limited)  

Capital  30,000/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects :  To  acquire  the 
business  and  property  of  the  "Excel"  Milk  Company 
(Limited)  (incorporated  in  1894),  to  enter  into  an  agreement 
with  the  said  old  company,  and  to  manufacture,  sell  and  deal 
in  sterilized,  separated  or  preserved  milk,  cream,  butter, 
cheese,  &c.    The  first  directors  (to  number  not  fewer  than 


three  nor  more  than  seven)  are : — R.  N.  Wolfenden,  F.  J. 
Rebman,  E.  C.  de  Segundo  and  D.  H.  S.  Alldridge.  Registered 
office,  28  Victoria  Street,  S.W. 

Maetin  &  Co.,  Chemists  (Limited).— Capital  300/.  in 
1/.  shares.  Objects:  To  carry  on  business  as  chemists, 
druggists,  oil  and  colourmen,  drysalters,  patent-medicine 
vendors,  &c.  The  first  subscribers  (each  with  one  share) 
are : — S.  Martin,  gentleman ,  and  Mrs.  F.  Martin,  Mount  Carmel 
Street,  Derby ;  A.  Abell,  traveller,  and  Mrs.  E.  Abell,  231 
Osmaston  Road,  Derby  ;  Mrs.  A.  McDonald,  and  Mr.  G.  E. 
McDonald,  clerk,  93  Melbourne  Street,  Derby ;  N.  E. 
McDonald,  26  Crewe  Street,  Derby,  clerk.  Registered  with- 
out articles  of  association.  Registered  office,  102  Normanton 
Road,  Derby. 

PUBE  (HOMCEPATHIC)  DEUG  ASSOCIATION  (LIMITED). — 

Capital  5,000/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects:  To  enter  into  agree- 
ments with  Henry  Mills  and  Nathaniel  Calvert,  and  to  carry 
on  business  as  chemists,  druggists,  opticians,  specialists, 
chemical-manufacturers,  &c.  The  first  subscribers  (each 
with  one  share)  are : — R.  P.  Hartley,  52  Bank  Parade, 
Burnley,  dentist;  G.  Edwards,  185  Great  Cheetham 
Street,  Manchester,  barrister;  William  Pearson,  Arcade 
Chambers,  Manchester,  merchant;  H.  Mills,  752  Rochdale 
Road,  Manchester,  homeopathic  chemist ;  M.  Wilks,  44 
Howard  Street,  Salford,  chemist;  J.  Smith,  2  Assheton 
Road,  Newton  Heath,  agent ;  F.  B.  Dood,  Great  Ancoats 
Street,  Manchester,  drysalter.  The  regulations  of  table  "  A  " 
mainly  apply.  Registered  office,  14  Arcade  Chambers,  St. 
Mary's  Gate,  Manchester. 

Moebis,  Little  &  Son  (Limited).— Capital  100,000/ ,  in 
100/.  shares.  Objects  :  To  enter  into  an  agreement  for  the 
purchase  of  the  business  carried  on  as  "  Morris,  Little  & 
Bod,"  at  West  Stockwitb,  Notts,  and  Doncaster,  Yorks,  and 
to  carry  on  the  business  of  chemists,  druggists,  soap- 
boilers, chemical  manufacturers,  sheep  dip  and  disinfec- 
tant manufacturers,  Sea.  The  first  subscribers  (each  with 
one  share)  are : — R.  Morris,  Doncaster,  chemical  manu- 
facturer ;  Mrs.  G.  Morris,  Doncaster ;  H.  Morris,  Doncaster, 
merchant ;  Mrs.  E.  Little,  Heckington  Hall,  Lines ;  P. 
Evans,  C.E  ,  15  Poultry  Chambers,  EC  ;  W.  G.  Little,  mer- 
chant, and  Mrs.  A.  W.  Little,  Blendon  Grove,  Bexley,  Kent. 
The  first  directors  (to  number  four)  are: — Richard  Morris, 
Paul  E  wens,  Wm.  G.  Little,  and  Harry  Morris.  Qualification, 
500/.  Remuneration  5  guineas  each  per  board  meeting 
attended. 

Pectakos  Company  (Limited).— Capital  10,000/.,  in  1/. 
shares  (2,000  deferred).  Objects :  To  acquire  and  carry  on 
the  business  of  a  wholesale  and  retail  chemist,  carried  on  by 
Edmund  Jones,  at  Hanley,  Staffs,  to  enter  into  an  agree- 
ment with  him  for  the  purpose,  and  to  acquire,  manufacture, 
and  deal  with  the  patent  or  registered  preparations  known 
as  Pectakos,  Neurakos,  Dermatine,  Vidone,  Mokah,  and 
Trentham  Boquet.  The  first  subscribers  (each  with  one 
share)  are : — A.  T.  Wenger,  London  Road,  Newcastle,  Staffs, 
colour-manufacturer;  V.  H.  Jackson,  Hanley,  solicitor;  R. 
H.  Sherwin,  New  Street,  Hanley,  brush-manufacturer;  D. 
Jones,  F.  C.  Wardole,  Victoria  Road,  Hanley,  earthenware 
manufacturers ;  A.  C.  Borner,  C.  E.  Bullock,  Albion  Street, 
Hanley,  chartered  accountants.  The  first  directors  (to 
number  not  fewer  than  three,  nor  more  than  five)  are : — 
Arthur  C.  Bourner,  Albert  Wenger,  Robert  H.  Sherwin, 
David  Jones,  and  Edmund  Jones  (managing  director). 
Qualification,  100  shares.  Remuneration,  as  the  company 
may  decide. 


H.  H.  Wabnek  &  Co.  (Limited).— A  report  of  the  annual 
meeting  of  this  company  has  been  sent  to  us  by  the  secre- 
tary, but  we  find  in  it  nothing  which  seems  to  justify  the 
course  taken  by  the  directors  of  excluding  reporters  from 
their  meeting.  Mr.  C.  T.  Kingzett  was  re-elected  a  director  of 
the  company. 

Geeman  Chemical  Companies. — It  is  stated  that  the 
low  average  price  of  chemicals  has  adversely  affected  the 
profits  of  Schering's  chemical  factory  in  Berlin  during  the 
past  business-year  ;  this  applies  particularly  to  salicylic  acid 
and  salicylates,  which  form  a  considerable  part  of  the  firm's 
output.  The  dividend  for  1894-95  of  the  chemical- works 
"  Union  "  at  Stettin  will  only  be  3  per  cent.    In  the  preced- 
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ing  year  it  was  8  per  cent.  The  Verein  fur  Chemische 
Industry  at  Mayence  will  pay  16  per  cent,  against  20  per 
cent,  last  year.  The  Heilbronn  saline  works  have  made  a 
net  profit  for  1894-95  of  561,224cn.,  out  of  which  they  will 
pay  10  per  cent,  dividend.  The  United  Chemical  Works  at 
Ottensen,  near  Brandenburg,  are  about  to  reduce  their  capital 
from  850,000m.  to  810,000m.  It  has  already  been  reduced 
once  before  from  1,000, 000m. 

The  metallurgical  and  assaying  firm  known  as  the  Deutsche 
Gold-  unci  Silber  Scheidc-Anstalt,  at  Frankfort-on-Main,  have 
again  had  a  prosperous  business-year.  Their  report  for 
1894-95,  submitted  to  their  recent  meeting  of  shareholders, 
states  that  the  net  profits  have  risen  from  1,256,261m.  in 
1893-94  to  1.262,961m.  in  1894-95.  The  profits  would  have 
shown  a  much  more  considerable  rise,  however,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  increase  in  the  working-expenses  and  in  taxa- 
tion, and  for  the  fact  that  an  outlay  of  75.000m.  had  to  be 
made  in  order  to  maintain  the  efficiency  of  one  of  the  de- 
partments of  the  business.  "  We  cannot  disguise,"  say  the 
directors,  "  that  it  becomes  more  difficult  every  year  to  carry 
on  the  older  branches  of  our  business  at  a  fair  margin  of 
profit,  and  it  therefore  behoves  us  more  than  ever  to  be  on 
the  watch  for  new  sources  of  revenue."  The  following 
figures  indicate  the  turnover  of  the  business  during  the 
year : — Current  account,  197,020,104m  ;  trade  in  precious 
metals,  66,990,974m. ;  cash  transactions,  50,833,728m. ;  bills  of 
exchange,  32,814.415m. ;  sales  of  chemicals  not  made  at  the 
works,  13,756,762m.,  sales  of  chemicals  made  at  works, 
3,455,189m.  The  business  in  chemicals  has  been  very 
brisk,  but  nevertheless  the  revenue  in  that  department  has 
decreased  on  account  of  the  disturbances  which  have  taken 
place  in  the  market  for  cyanide  of  potash.  The  manufacture  of 
that  article  has  been  greatly  extended  on  account  of  its  em- 
ployment in  gold  extraction.  Large  competing  cyanide- 
factories  have  been  established,  partly  working  with  new 
processes,  and  overproduction  has  brought  about  a  fall  in 
the  prices,  which  promises  to  end  in  an  exceedingly  acute 
phase  of  price  cutting.  Many  of  the  new  works  appear  to 
have  underestimated  the  powers  of  competition  and  endur- 
ance of  the  older  factories.  The  ceramic  business  has  been 
fairly  satisfactory,  although  profits  have  bseu  low  all  round. 
Oxide  of  cobalt,  gold  scales,  and  several  other  products  have 
fallen  in  price.  The  Gold-  und  Silber  Scheide-Ahstalt  are 
connected  as  shareholders  or  otherwise  with  various  French, 
Spanish,  American  and  South  African  undertakings,  most  of 
which  are  in  a  flourishing  condition.  The  shareholders  will 
receive  a  dividend  of  15  per  cent. 

C.A.M.W.A.L  —The  seventeenth  annual  general  meeting 
of  the  Chemists'  Aerated  Mineral  Water  Association 
(Limited)  was  held  on  Thursday,  November  21,  at  Ander- 
ton's  Hotel,  Fleet  Street.  Mr  Horace  Davenport  occupied 
the  chair,  and  between  forty  and  fifty  shareholders  were 
present.  We  gave  a  summary  of  the  report  in  our  issue  of 
last  week.  The  Chairman,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the 
report,  said  he  was  surprised  at  the  small  attendance  of 
shareholders.  There  was  nothing  special  in  the  meeting 
that  day,  except  to  declare  a  dividend,  and  to  show  the 
shareholders  that  the  directors  were  looking  well  after  the 
interests  of  the  business.  There  was  one  face  he  missed 
very  much — a  gLJtleman  who  had  attended  the  meetings 
very  regularly.  He  referred  to  Mr.  Fitch,  who  had 
lately  died.  He  was  a  good  friend  to  the  Association,  and 
a  good  friend  to  chemists.  He  was  an  enthusiastic  sup- 
porter of  the  Association  from  its  commencement,  always 
teaching  chemists  the  benefit  of  combination.  The  report 
showed  that  Camwal  was  still  to  the  front.  They  had  to 
report  an  increase  in  the  sales,  and  also  in  members  to  the 
number  of  313.  They  had  had  good  support  from  their 
3,000  members,  and  if  they  had  their  entire  support 
their  sales  ought  to  rise.  They  had  not  yet  fixed  upon 
the  exact  places  where  they  could  start  new  factories. 
That  was  work  they  could  not  do  in  a  hurry.  They 
had  had  applications  from  different  parts  of  the  country, 
and  everybody  who  applied  seemed  to  think  the  fac- 
tory ought  to  be  next  door  to  his  shop.  The  Chairman 
went  on  to  say  that  the  Association  was  in  a  different  posi- 
tion to  other  mineral-water  companies.  Their  business  was 
entirely  restricted  to  chemists.  He  had  been  looking  for- 
ward to  supplying  public-houses,  hotels,  &c ,  through  the 
chemists,  but  that  business  seemed  to  be  unworkable  at 


present.  Chemists  seemed  to  he  very  chary  about  callirjg 
upon  hotel  people  to  try  to  get  orders,  and  he  considered  it 
was  not  by  any  means  a  far-sighted  policy  on  their  part,  but 
they  must  be  the  judges  of  their  own  business.  The  Chair- 
man then  quoted  and  commented  on  the  various  subjects 
dealt  with  in  the  report,  and  concluded  by  moving 
the  adoption  of  the  report  and  accounts,  and  that  a  divi- 
dend of  10  per  cent,  and  a  7i  per  cent,  bonus  be  declared 
and  paid  on  December  2,  18§5.  Mr.  Nicholls  seconded 
the  motion,  which  was  carried.  Mr.  McKnight  moved  that 
a  sum  of  501.  should  be  voted  to  the  Benevolent  Fund  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  out  of  their  profits.  The  Chairman 
intimated  a  doubt  whether  such  a  vote  was  legal,  and  Mr. 
McKnight  therefore  moved  that  the  amount  should  be  given 
to  the  directors  with  a  recommendation  that  they  should 
donate  it  in  the  manner  suggested.  This  was  seconded  by 
Mr.  Herbert  and  agreed  to.  Messrs.  A.  Gould  and  G  Gold- 
finch were  re-elected  directors,  and  after  the  usual  votes  c£ 
thanks  the  meeting  terminated. 


NEW  ACONITE  DERIVATIVES. 

We  mentioned  last  week  that  two  papers  from  the  Phar- 
maceutical Research  Laboratory  were  communicated  to  the 
Chemical  Society  on  November  7,  but  were  not  read. 
Abstracts  of  them  appear  in  the  Society's  "Proceedings" 
issued  on  Wednesday.  The  first  paper  simply  records  a  new 
method  of  extracting  piperovatine  from  Piper  ovatum,  because 
the  method  previously  described  is  exceedingly  tedious. 
The  second  paper  is  one  of  the  aconitine  series.  The  authors 
have  failed  to  produce  aconitine  by  the  acetjlation  of  becz- 
aconine,  and  to  form  benzaconine  by  introducing  a  benzoyl 
group  into  aconine,  but  they  find  that  when  equimolecular 
proportions  of  aconine  and  benzoic  anhydride  are  dissolved 
together  in  chloroform  and  allowed  to  stand  at  the  ordinary 
temperature,  reaction  occurs  with  production  of  dibenz- 
aconine,  C2,H3;(Bz)2NOI0,  which  is  unlike  aconine  in  being 
insoluble  in  water  and  soluble  in  ether ;  it  crystallises  from 
ether  in  rosettes  of  needles,  m.p.  265°.  They  have  obtained 
a  hydro-bromide  and  aurichloride  of  this,  and  have  also  pre- 
pared tetracetyl-aeoJiinc  by  allowing  a  solution  of  aconine 
hydrochloride  and  acetyl  chloride  in  chloroform  to  stand  for 
36  hours  at  the  ordinary  temperature.  It  is  insoluble  in 
water,  but  readily  soluble  in  ether  and  in  alcohol,  from 
either  of  which  solvents  it  crystallises  in  small  prisms,  m.p. 
196°.  On  hydrolysis,  aconine  and  35  2  per  cent,  of  acetic 
acid  are  formed;  the  formula  C2,H3i(Ac)lNO,(1  demands 
35  8  per  cent,  of  acetic  acid. 


Rowlands  v.  Mitchell  — This  case,  which  was  in 
reference  to  an  alleged  infringement  of  the  trade-mark  in  Row- 
lands' Army  and  Navy  Paregoric  Tablets,  came  again  before 
Mr.  Justice  Chitty  on  November  21.  It  was  said  that  since 
the  matter  was  last  mentioned  the  defendant's  counsel  had 
moved  to  rectify  the  register  by  expunging  the  trade-mark. 
After  some  discussion  as  to  whether  the  plaintiff  had  know- 
ledge of  defendant's  article  before  September  last,  the  motion 
was  directed  to  stand  till  the  trial  of  the  action. 

The  Metric  System. — A  deputation,  representing  46 
chambers  of  commerce,  waited  upon  Mr.  Balfour,  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury,  on  Wednesday,  to  urge  upon  the  Government 
the  desirability  of  taking  steps  to  legalise  and  enforce  the 
adoption  of  the  metric  system  of  weights  and  measures. 
Sir  Albert  Rollit,  Sir  H.  Roscoe,  Sir  S.  Montague,  and  Mr. 
Arnold  Forster,  and  representatives  of  the  Edinburgh,  Man- 
chester, Paris,  and  Oldham  Chambers  of  Commerce  spoke. 
Sir  A.  Rollit  stated  that  sixty-seven  chambers  of  commerce 
had  expressed  their  adherence  to  the  view  of  the  deputation  ; 
only  one  chamber  (that  of  Portsmouth)  had  opposed  it.  Mr. 
Balfour,  while  expressing  cordial  sympathy  with  the  objeots 
of  the  deputation,  and  promising  attention  to  their  repre- 
sentations, pointed  out  that  the  difficulties  of  introducing  a 
new  system  of  weights  and  measures  would  not  be  felt  by 
those  whom  the  deputation  represented  so  much  as  by  'ihe 
small  trading  classes  and  the  poor.  He  could  see  no  reason, 
however,  why  the  system  should  not  be  at  once  legalised. 
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886-I88&, 

$9 


I N  FECTANTS 


TRADE 
MARK. 


HOW     TO  DISINFECT. 

A  New  and  Valuable  Book.  Prepared  at  great  expense,  and  giving  simple 
directions  "  HOW  TO  DISINFECT  "  in  cases  of  the  various  Infectious 
Diseases,  and  also  in  everyday  life,  will  be  sent  Post  Free  on  application  to 

THE  SANITAS  CO.,  Ltd.,  Bethnal  Green,  London, 

or  to  THE  AMERICAN  SANITAS  CO..  636  West  55th  ?t„  New  York, 
((  Sole  Manufacturers  of  tbe  famous 

SANITAS"    DISINFECTANTS  AN  J  APPLIANCES. 

Showrooms :  29  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E  C. 


LIS'S  TABliWATERS. 

"UNSURPASSED  FOR  EXCELLENCE." 

Manufactured  entirely  from  an  "ABSOLUTELY 
PORE  "  and  INEXHAUSTIBLE  "  CRYSTAL 
SPRING,"  situated  on  the  premises,  and  ex- 
clusively the  private  property  of  the  Firm 
at  Kuthin.  

ft.  ELLIS  &  SQM,  RUTHIN,  N.  WALES. 

TOMLINSON    &  G0.S 


ESTABLISHED  1842. 


Only  Address-MINT  ST.,  LINCOLN. 

Stookesl  by  all  Wholesale  Houses. 


E 


Cod  Liver  Oil 


IVEU1VEFOHD 

PARRINGDON  ROAD,  LONDON,  E.C. 


THE    BESTg  THAT  CAN   BE  PRODUCED. 

PURE 

6RU8HED  LINSEED 

18/- 

1  cwt.  carriage  paid ;  or  7, 14, 1} 
28,  &  56  lbs.  free  on  rail  Lond 

BEST 

CLEANED  LINSEED 

(For  Tea) 

17/- 

1  cwt.  carriage  paid ;  or  7, 14,  if 
£8,  &  56  lbs.  free  on  rail  Lond, 

PURE 

STARCH  POWDER 

23/- 

1  cwt.  carriage  paid ;  or  7, 14,  if 
28,  &  66  lbs.  free  on  rail  Lond. 

1  cwt.  carriage  paid ;  or  7, 14,  4 
28,  &  56  lbs.  free  on  rail  Lond 

PURE 

PULLER'S  EARTH 

(Light  Colour) 

16/- 

PURE 

PULLER'S  EARTH 

(Pine) 

14/- 1 

1  cwt.  carriage  paid ;  or  7, 14,  if 
28,  &  66  lbs.  free  on  rail  Lond. 

*  CARRIAGE  PAID  to  Railway  Stations  within  800  miles  of 
London  (of  allowartoe  made  for  distances  beyond)  on  a  total  weight 
of  112  lbs.  and  upwards  of  above  articles 

O.     S.  MUMFORD, 

FARFSINGDON  ROAD,  LONDON,  E.C 


THE    BEST    THAT   CAN    BE  PRODUCED 


No.  1  Finest  Light  Pure  ! 
PRECIPITATED  CHALK.  !  27/" 

1  cwt.  c»rriage  paid  ;  or  7, 14,>i< 
28,  &  56  lbs.  free  on  rail  Lond. 

PURE 

PRECIPITATED  CHALK. 

23/- 

1  cwt.  carriage  piid  ;  or  7, 14,>Ji 
28,  &  56  lbs.  free  on  rail  Lond. 

PURE 
"WHITE  EARTH." 
Specially  prepared  and 
purified  for  Toue  purposes. 

19/- 

1  cwt.  carriage  paid ;  or  7, 14,>f 
28,  &  56  lbs.  lree  on  rail  Lond. 

PURE 

LIQUORICE  JUICE. 

Carriage  paid  when  included  >£i 
in  orders  of  112  lbs.  &  upwards. 

|         CARRIAGE  PAID  to  Hallway  Statkns  within  200  miles  of 
'  Londou  (an  allowance  made  for  distanr>e9  heyond)  on  total  weight  of 
112  lhs  and  upward*.   ' 


MOLLER'S  HYDROXYL=FREE  OIL. 

A  New  Method  of  Manufacturing  Cod-liver  Oil. 


The  Primitive  Process  dates  back  to  the  Palaeolithic  age  of  Northern 
Europe,  and  its  modus  operandi  was  to  keep  the  livers  till  they  became 
putrid  and  the  oil,  &c,  exuded  from  them. 

The  Steam  Process,  which  we  introduced  in  1853,  revolutionised  the 
manufacture,  and  its  product— the  colourless  oil— has  since  occupied  the 
place  of  the  old  brown  oils. 

The  New  Process  now  being  introduced  is  the  second  important  ad- 
vance in  the  system  of  manufacture,  and  its  product— the  hydroxyl-free 
oil— is  as  essentially  different  from  steam-prepared  oil  as  that  was  from 
the  brown  oil. 

Full  particulars,  prices,  &c,  on  application  to— 

PETER  MOLLER, 

LONDON    OFFICES—  43  SNOW    HILL,  E.C. 


Dr.    B.    H.    PAUL,  the 
eminent    Quinoloeist,  has 
undertaken   to  periodically 
examine    and     report  on 
VIBRONA,    thus  affording 
unimpeachable  testimony 
that  a   definite  and   uniform  proportion  of 
the  alkaloidal  and  other  Tonic  principles  of 
CINCHONA  will  always  be  maintained. 
Sole  Proprietors*. 

Fletcher. Fletcher  &    Hoiioway.  London 


Has  bee  a 
years,  and 


iies  of  Lime  &  Soda,  |    j£bitoriai  Comments, 

accepted  and  prescribed  by  physicians  in  all 
of  fcfrie  world  for  the  past  twenty 
considered  by  them  the  preparation  of 

PAR  EXCELLENCE. 


SCOTT  &  BOWNE,  Ltd., 

47  Farringdon  Street,  E.C. 


THE    ETHICS    OF  COMPETITION. 


The  Council  of  the  Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association  did 
good  service  to  their  members  by  getting  Mr.  E  J.  Smith 
of  their  city,  to  give  them  an  address  on  "  Undue  Cutting  in 
the  Retail  Trade."  Mr.  Smith  has  made  for  himself  some 
reputation  as  an  authority  on  this  subject,  and  in  the  bed- 
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stead  trade,  with  which  we  believe  he  is  connected,  he  ha?, 
we  are  told,  successfully  organised  an  anti-cutting  arrange- 
ment. He  has  also  lectured  to  the  Midland  grocers,  but  we 
do  not  know  whether  he  has  persuaded  them  to  change  their 
spots.  Evidently,  however,  he  is  an  effective  lecturer,  with 
ideas  of  his  own  which  chemists  may  at  lea9t  discuss  with 
interest,  if  not  with  profit.  It  is  a  little  disappointing, 
perhaps,  when  we  get  through  his  prefatory  remarks,  to  find 
that  his  scheme,  when  he  comes  to  unfold  it,  postulates 
that  familiar  little  preliminary  of  a  united  trade  with  which 
such  mighty  things  could  be  done.  Mr.  Smith  does  not 
expect,  however,  absolute  unanimity  ;  his  scheme,  indeed, 
reckons  on  a  recalcitrant  but  feeble  minority  who  prefer  to 
judge  for  themselves  how  to  catry  on  their  businesses,  and 
what  percentage  of  profit  they  are  to  charge.  These  objec- 
tionable people  are  to  be  compelled,  coerced,  boycotted,  into 
wisdom.  Mr.  Smith  does  not  mind  what  name  we  give  to 
the  plan.  The  majority  are  to  rigidly  resolve  to  buy  of  no 
firms  who  supply  the  bad  men,  and  their  assistants  are  to 
ally  themselves  with  them,  and  bind  themselves  not  to  go 
into  the  service  of  the  traitors. 

The  most  curious  thing  about  the  report  of  this  meeting  is 
that  the  chemists  of  Birmingham  are  to  have  another  meet- 
ing on  December  4  to  seiiously  discuss  this  proposal.  No 
one  more  heartily  than  ourselves  wishes  to  see  chemists  get 
fair  remuneration  for  their  services ;  but  we  cannot  bring 
ourselves  to  imagine  any  intelligent  Birmingham  pharmacist 
fancying  he  can  secure  this  end  by  any  such  scheme  as  this. 
Is  there  one  of  them  who  dreams  he  could  cut  off  the  sup- 
plies of  drugs  or  chemicals  from  the  most  insignificant  of 
opposing  pharmacies  ?  Tney  might  be  able  to  influence  half- 
a-dczen  proprietary  articles ;  bat  that  is  doubtful — and  if 
they  could,  at  what  a  cost ! 

Mr.  Smith's  theory  of  the  immorality  of  undue  cutting 
wants  a  lot  of  defining  before  it  cm  be  accepted  ;  and,  in 
view  of  his  own  amiable  proposal  that  the  majority,  right 
or  wrong,  should  coerce  the  minority,  morality  seems  a  little 
out  of  place  in  the  discussion.  There  are  many  modern 
philosophers  who  consider  that  all  competition  is  both  im- 
moral and  wasteful,  and  the  dream  of  the  higher  class 
Socialists  is  of  a  time  when  all  the  service  of  production 
and  distribution  shall  be  organised  by  the  State.  This  is  an 
intelligible  position  to  take  up,  and  Mr.  Smith  must,  we 
fancy,  come  to  that  point,  or  drop  his  plea  of  being  a  moral 
missionary  altogether. 


THE    NEW    QUININE  FACTORY. 

The  opening  of  the  new  English  quinine-works  at  Stamford 
Hill,  which  we  announced  in  our  issue  of  last  week,  is  not 
iikely  to  have  a  serious  effect  upon  the  market-position  of 
the  drug.  It  is  true  that  the  entire  output  of  the  factory 
for  the  present  month  is  said  to  have  been  sold  already,  but 
the  works  are  described  as  only  of  "moderate  capacity." 
The  chief  point  of  interest  in  the  situation  is  that  the 
new  factory  is  the  only  one  in  Europe  not  bound  by  the 
"agreement,"  "convention,''  or  " understanding"— call  it 
what  you  will — which  has  existed  for  more  than  a  year 
among  the  older  makers,  and  has  given  a  healthy  tone  to 
the  quinine-market.  The  Imparial  Qainine- works  may  set 
out  on  their  career  with  the  best  possible  intentions  against 
price-cutting,  but  theirs  is  an  unknown  brand,  and  they  will 
naturally  have  to  pay  for  their  comparative  obscurity  as  a 
manufacturing  concern  by  accepting  a  lower  price  for  their 
article  than  better-known  makers.  We  have  no  reason  to 
doubt  the  accuracy  of  the  statements  that  were  publicly 
made  last  week  with  regard  to  the  excellence  of  the  new 
qainine,  but  it  takes  a  long  time  to  convince  the  average 


consumer,  especially  a  British  one,  who  is  proverbially  loth 
to  leave  his  time-honoured  sources  of  supply.  Now,  the  fact 
that  the  new  company,  in  spite  of  the  alien  origin  of  its 
leading  promoters  and  its  chemist,  appeal  specially  to  con- 
sumers of  English  quinine,  will  probably  render  it  necessary 
for  them  slightly  to  undersell  their  rivals  for  a  long  time  in 
order  to  establish  a  sure  footing.  If  the  makers  already  in 
possession  of  the  market  refrain  from  retaliating,  things  may 
settle  down  without  much  trouble  into  a  condition  in  which 
the  new  English  brand  will  assume  a  market  position 
analogous  to  that  taken  by  a  certain  quinine  amorg 
German  brands.  But  should  the  oMer  makers  be  so  ill-advised 
as  to  declare  war  upon  the  new  comer,  we  may  passibly  again 
return  to  the  price-cutting  days  of  1892,  when  qainine  was 
purchaseable  below  lOd.  per  oz  ,  acd,  possibly,  to  a  renewa 
of  the  system  of  unrestricted  selling  for  forward  delivery  at 
competitive  prices,  which  was  responsible  for  the  accumula- 
tion of  such  an  enormous  stock  of  second-hand  quinine  in 
the  hands  of  speculators. 

The  new  factory  starts  at  a  time  when  the  older  manu- 
facturers were  believed  to  be  contemplating  an  all-round 
advance  in  their  quotations  early  in  the  coming  year.  From 
the  quinine- makers'  point  of  view  the  market  has  been 
mending  for  sometime,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  there 
has  been  no  improvement  worth  speaking  of  in  the  second- 
hand quotations,  and  that  the  makers'  prices  have  remained 
unaltered  for  months.  The  second-hand  stock  of  quinine 
in  London  has  been  reduced  to  manageable  proportions, 
the  cinchona  bark  supply  in  this  country  is  too  small  to 
place  any  serious  impediment  in  the  way  of  a  rise,  and  at 
least  one  of  the  large  German  quinine  works  has  been 
deliberately  kept  closed  all  through  the  summer  months. 
Only  the  Java  producers  remain  hopelessly  disunited.  Their 
exports  of  cinchona  bark  last  month  reached  the  enormous 
total  of  ever  1,200.000  lbs.  (1,100,000  Amsterdam  lbs.),  and 
in  their  present  disorganised  condition  they  are  almost  at 
the  mercy  of  the  quinine- makers,  so  far  as  the  price  of 
their  produce  is  concerned.  At  the  present  time  the  quinine 
manufacturers  pay  for  the  quinine  in  the  bark  only  about 
one-fourth  of  the  price  at  which  they  quote  their  finished 
product,  and  if  only  the  second-hand  stock  of  quinine  were 
smaller  than  it  is,  they  would  not  be  at  all  badly  off.  For 
the  sake  of  the  stability  of  the  industry  it  is  to  ba  hoped 
that  they  will  admit  the  new  firm  into  their  comity  with 
as  little  friction  as  possible.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
brokers  who  at  present  act  for  the  new  factory  are  too  ex- 
perienced in  questions  relating  to  cinchona  bark  and  quinine 
to  be  likely  to  provoke  a  contest  of  price-cutting. 


THE    PHARMACIST    AS  MYSTIC. 

No  book  has  ever  reached  us  for  review  in  these  pages 
which  has  been  quite  so  difficult  to  summarise  or  to  discuss 
fairly  as  "  Etidorhpa ;  or,  the  End  of  Earth."  The  author  is 
John  Uri  Lloyd,  of  Cincinnati,  professor  of  pharmacy  in  the 
university  of  that  city,  one  of  the  bast- known  pharmaceutical 
|  authorities  in  America,  the  original  introducer,  we  believe, 
I  of  podophyllin  and  of  certain  other  of  the  so-called  eclectic 
remedies,  a  pharmacist  actually  in  business,  and  a  noted 
book-collector.  Evidently  any  literary  work  from  such  a 
I  man  would  demand  our  attention ;  this  book  compels  it. 
We  do  not,  at  present,  say  whether  it  is  a  work  calculated 
to  enhance  or  to  diminish  the  professor's  reputation.  It  is 
so  far  outside  the  range  of  ordinary  pharmacological  litera- 
ture that  a  judgment  of  its  merits  from  us  may  not  be 
called  for.  But  we  may  at  least  give  some  indication  of  its 
character. 
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In  the  first  place  it  is  not  possible  to  avoid  a  comment 
on  the  mechanical  production  of  the  volume.  As  a  monument 
of  the  printer's  and  of  the  engraver's  art  it  is  superb.  On 
the  paper,  the  type,  the  impression,  and  the  engravings  no 
pains  and  no  expense  have  been  spared.  The  illustrations, 
which  are  numerous,  are  by  J.  Augustus  Knapp,  and  many 
of  them  are  quite  wonderful  in  their  realism  of  unworldly 
scenes.  It  is  not  the  artist's  fault  that  the  author  has 
introduced  into  those  scenes  a  pair  of  characters  whose 
appearance  irresistibly  recalls  the  clown  and  the  pantaloon 
of  the  pantomimes.  The  seer  whose  marvellous  journey  is 
recorded  is  an  old  man  with  long,  white  beard,  billicock  hat> 
and  a  conventional  suit  of  clothes,  apparently  not  of  the 
latest  cut,  and  he  is  guided  through  the  weird  mysteries  of 
the  under-world  by  a  naked  guide,  with  a  face  and  head  like 
a  billiard-ball,  except  for  slight  vestiges  of  a  nose  and  lips. 
Eyes  he  has  none,  for  he  can  see  without  them,  and  not  a 
vestige  of  hair  "  where  the  wool  and  the  hair  ought  to  be." 
It  is  clear  that  this  couple  of  grotesque  creatures  must  ruin 
any  artistic  work  in  which  they  figure.  The  reader  who 
may  not  have  the  opportunity  to  see  the  book  can  imagine 
the  effect  by  picturing  two  such  objects  prominently  in  the 
foreground  of  one  of  Dore's  illustrations  to  Dante. 

Professor  Lloyd  has  thrown  his  labours  into  the  form  of  a 
romance,  but  we  hope  he  does  not  rest  his  hopes  of  literary 
fame  on  his  story-telling  talents.  The  whole  book  fills 
362  quarto  pages,  but  a  practised  novel-reader  would  pick 
out  the  incidents  and  characters,  sifting  them  from  the  long 
chapters  of  scientific  mysticism  with  unerring  instinct 
inside  of  twenty  minutes.  The  danger  is  that  the  scientific 
investigator,  to  whose  judgment  the  main  part  of  the  work 
is  addressed,  will  be  scared  from  its  perusal  by  this  frivolous 
frame  work.  And  if  he  should  by  chance  glance  at  the  final 
page  and  find  that  the  narrative  winds  up  with  the  hackneyed 
and  much-abused  verse — 

There  are  more  things  in  Heaven  and  Earth,  Horatio, 
Than  are  dreamt  of  in  your  philosophy — 

he  will  be  almost  justified  in  resolving  not  to  waste  his  time 
over  the  author's  speculations.  Those  lines  have  mottoed  so 
many  crankish  notions  since  they  were  written  that  they 
may  almost  be  taken  as  an  indication  that  fads  and  fancies  of 
the  most  hopeless  character  have  been  shot  in  the  locality. 

Mr.  Lloyd's  "  study  of  the  material  has  to  himself  dis- 
credited materialism."  This  is  the  keynote  of  his  work. 
He  has  evidently  read  much  and  deeply  in  natural  science, 
and  he  sees  beneath  all  Nature's  phenomena  the  evidence  of 
forces  of  which  at  present  we  have  only  the  slightest  con- 
ception. It  is  to  convey  his  speculations  on  these  phenomena 
and  these  forces  that  he  has  framed  this  romance.  He  pro- 
fesses to  have  come  into  the  possession  of  a  strange  manu- 
script left  by  a  certain  Llewellyn  Drury,  a  Cincinnati 
business-man  of  morose  disposition  and  scholarly  attain- 
ments. Drury  had  the  manuscript  from  a  mysterious 
visitor  who  has  no  name  beyond  that  of  "  The  Man 
who  Did  it,"  a  description,  which,  we  may  hope,  Mr. 
Lloyd  had  adopted  before  it  had  become  vulgarised.  The 
•  "Man  who  Did  it"  professes  to  have  been  kidnapped  by 
mysterious  beings,  conducted  to  one  of  the  Kentucky  caves, 
thence  led  into  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  and  there  entrusted 
to  the  guidance  of  the  naked,  eyeless  individual  we  have 
before  referred  to.  He  had  been  a  student  of  the  alchemic 
mysteries  of  the  past — mysteries  which  Mr.  Lloyd  seems  to 
think  we  have  not  properly  appreciated,  and  now  he  is  to 
get  some  glimpses  of  the  marvels  of  science  yet  to  be  re- 
vealed. These  have  to  be  learnt  in  bodily  trial  and  mental 
suffering,  and  the  remaining  chapters  record  the  mysteries 
unfolded,  with  the  lengthy  and  not  always  intelligible  expo- 


sitions of  the  unattractive  companion  who  acts  as  guide  and 
showman. 

The  first  scientific  surprise  our  investigator  experiences 
is  when  he  finds  light  ten  miles  below  the  bottom  of  the 
ocean.  This  he  is  told  is  merely  some  of  the  sunshine  which 
has  been  poured  down  on  the  earth  for  countless  ages,  and 
which  is  now  being  developed  in  some  way  unknown  to 
ordinary  philosophers.  The  possibility  of  seeing  without 
eyes  is  next  gone  into,  and  the  impossibility  of  explaining 
why  we  can  see  with  eyes.  Vast  growths  of  fungi,  with  all 
kinds  of  fruity  flivours,  are  next  met  with,  a  source  of  food, 
we  are  told,  for  "  tramping  multitudes  when  the  day  appears- 
in  which  the  nations  of  men  will  desert  the  surface  of  the 
earth  and  pass  as  a  single  people  through  these  caverns  on 
their  way  to  the  immaculate  existence  to  be  found  in  the 
inner  sphere."  This  leads  to  some  speculations  on  food 
generally.  Charcoal,  water,  lime  salts,  and  air,  says  the 
guide,  are  not  food ;  they  are  simply  the  carriers  of  food. 
The  real  food  is  sunshine.  As  they  get  lower  weight  dis- 
appears. On  this  follows  a  dissertation  on  gravitation,  and 
the  theory  that  all  forces  are  "  disturbance  expressions  of  a 
something  with  which  we  are  not  acquainted,  and  yet  with 
which  we  are  submerged  and  permeated."  Is  gravitation, 
it  is  asked,  the  reservoir  that  conserves  the  energy  for  all 
mundane  forces,  and  are  not  what  we  call  modifications  of 
force  intermediate  conditions,  ripples,  rapids,  or  cascades  of 
gravitation  ? 

It  would  be  vain  for  us  to  attempt  in  the  space  of  an 
ordinary  article  to  give  even  the  barest  summary  of  the 
speculations  which  Professor  Lloyd  has  crowded  into  this 
volume.  He  becomes  more  mystical  as  he  proceeds.  He 
foresees  the  possibility  of  utilising  forces  which  we  have  not 
yet  dreamed  of ;  he  throws  out  fancies  about  matter  being 
retarded  motion  ;  he  traces  mental  evolutions,  and  sketches 
an  eternity  in  a  moment  of  time.  Curiously,  in  the  midst  of 
his  scientific  visions  he  introduces  an  anti  alcoholic  chapter, 
based  on  a  cavern  of  drunkards  met  with  somewhere  between 
Kentucky  and  the  middle  of  the  earth,  and  in  the  same 
neighbourhood  Etidorhpa  is  introduced.  There  is  a  sort  of 
ballet  of  seraph-like  figures,  and  Etidorhpa  comes  from 
among  them  as  the  premiere  danseuse.  Mr.  Knapp,  the 
artist,  gets  a  good  chance  here  and  he  avails  himself  of  it. 
Etidorhpa,  as  he  shows  her,  is  pretty  enough  to  go  down  to 
the  middle  of  the  earth  for.  But  she,  we  are  afraid,  is 
mystic.  Carlyle  describes  his  Blumine  in  much  the  same 
language,  but  Etidorhpa  can  give  Blumine  points.  "  Gather 
the  shadows  cast  by  a  troop  of  radiant  angels,  then  sprinkle 
the  resultant  shade  with  star  dust,  and  colour  therewith  a 
garment  brighter  than  satin,  softer  than  silk,  and  more 
ethereal  than  light  itself,  and  you  have  less  beauty  than 
reposed  in  the  modest  dress  that  enveloped  her  figure."  It 
will  be  seen  that  the  professor  can  let  himself  go  when  he 
gets  on  a  congenial  theme. 

We  do  not  wish  it  to  be  understood  that  Professor  Lloyd's 
work  is  lacking  in  merit  because  it  possesses  features 
which  irresistibly  suggest  grotesque  ideas.  On  the  contrary, 
we  have  found  it  a  book  of  remarkable  interest,  singularly 
suggestive,  and  often  strikingly  eloquent.  The  author  must 
be  very  familiar  with  maDy  branches  of  science,  and  he 
must,  too,  possess  the  faculty  of  imagination  in  a  large 
degree.  Whether  speculations  such  as  those  he  indulges 
in  ever  really  aid  in  the  advancement  of  knowledge 
may  be  questioned  ;  but  no  one  who  studies  the  phenomena 
of  the  universe  with  the  intelligent  curiosity  which  should 
characterise  both  the  worker  and  the  learner  can  hinder 
himself  from  indulging  in  these  dreams  occasionally,  and 
to  such,  a"  comparison  of  mental  experiences  with  Mr. 
Lloyd  cannot  fail  to   be  a  pleasure.     The  author,  how- 
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ever,  we  think  it  right  to  say,  is  not  justified  in  taking  his 
visions  too  seriously.  As  an  instance  of  how  this  may  be 
done  we  may  refer  to  a  passage  on  page  221.  In  conse- 
quence of  some  remark  which  falls  from  his  guide,  l;the 
Mao"  asks : — 

Do  you  say  that  the  atmosphere  is  composed  of  substances 
unknown  to  man  1 

Yes;  several  of  them  are  gases,  and  others  are  qualities 
of  space  condition,  neither  gas,  liquid,  nor  solid. 

To  this  Mr.  Lloyd  appends  a  foot-note,  naming  four 
persons  who  had  read  the  observations  from  his  manuscript 
or  from  a  copy  of  it  at  various  dates  from  1878  to  1392. 
This  he  mentions  to  free  himself  from  any  charge  of  pla- 
giarism in  view  of  the  recent  confirmation  of  his  idea  by  the 
discovery  of  argon.  Evidently,  too,  he  considers,  first, 
that  a  part  of  the  glory  of  that  discovery  ought  to  be 
credited  to  him,  and,  second,  that  this  guess  having  been 
confirmed,  we  may  expect  the  others  in  the  book  to  be 
equally  just.  After  all,  we  must  not  forget  that  the  man 
who  does  any  piece  of  work  accurately  and  thoroughly  has 
benefited  his  race  more  substantially  than  he]  who  merely 
reports  the  vague  visions  of  a  thousand  baseless  fancies. 


THE    VANILLA  MARKET. 

The  extraordinary  advance  in  the  price  of;  vanilla  which 
has  been  going  on  for  some  months  received]^  slight  check 
at  last  Thursday's  drug  auctions,  but  the  position  of  the 
drug  remains  sufficiently  peculiar  to  warrant  a  review  of  the 
causes  that  have  brought  about  the  ruling  quotations. 

Mexico,  the  country  from  which,  originally,  all  the  vanillas 
of  commerce  were  derived,  has  long  ceased  to' have  any 
direct  interest  for  the  European  vanilla-dealer.  The  bulk  of 
that  portion  of  its  crop  which  is  exported  finds"a  sale  in  the 
United  States,  and  it  is  only  when  an  '"abundant  Mexican 
supply  causes  an  overplus  to  be  thrown  upon  the  European 
market,  or  when,  in  scanty  years,  the  United  States  have  to 
supplement  with  Eastern  vanilla  the  want  that  Mexico  is 
temporarily  unable  to  fill,  that  the  condition  of  the  Mexican 
crop  arouses  a  certain  amount  of  interest  in  England  and 
France. 

In  normal  times  the  European  vanilla  supply  is  drawn 
from  the  islands  iu  the  Indian  Ocean  that  cluster  around 
Madagascar,  to  wit,  the  English  possessions  of  Mauritius 
and  the  Seychelles  Islands,  and  the  French  colony  of 
Reunion,  or  Bourbon,  as  it  used  to  be  called.  To  these 
sources  of  production  must  be  added  intermittent  supplies 
from  the  Comorin  Islands  (French),  north-west  of  Madagas- 
car, from  Madagascar  itself,  from]  Fiji,  from  CeyJon,  and 
from  a  few  West  India  islands.  But  the  last-named  islands 
supply  only  small  quantities,  and  as  their  vanilla  is  usually 
of  a  very  inferior  quality  it  may  be  left  out  of  account  in  a 
review  of  the  general  market  position. 

The  lineage  of  almost  all  the  vanilla  now  produced  in  the 
eastern  hemisphere  can  be  traced  back  to  plants  of  Vanilla 
planifolia  brought  to  England  from  Mexico  early  in  the 
present  century,  and  propagated  in  the  botanical  collection 
of  the  Right  Hon.  Charles  Greville  in  the  unromantic  neigh 
bourhood  of  Paddington.  From  those  suburban  hothouses 
plants  were  sent  to  Java  and  to  Reunion,  where,  after  a  few 
unsuccessful  attempts,  a  valuable  industry  was  established. 
In  an  account  of  the  Reunion  vanilla  culture,  published  over 
twenty  years  ago  by  M.  Deltiel,  it  is  recorded  that  the 
vanilla  plants  introduced  into  Reunion  remained  "sterile 
until,  about  the  year  1841,  a  slave  named  Albius  discovered 
the  method  of  artificial  fertilisation  of  the  flowers  which 
has  since  been  practised  in  the  Indian  islands.    Two  years 


earlier,  however,  Professor  Morren,  of  Liege,  had  read  a 
paper  referring  to  the  artificial  fertilisation  of  vanilla  before 
the  British  Association,  and  Albius  may  therefore  have  been 
a  plagiarist,  or — what  seems  more  likely — an  independent 
discoverer  of  the  secret. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  the  vanilla  industry  in  the  islands  of 
the  Indian  ocean  is  now  firmly  established,  although  its 
profits  are  precarious.  When  vanillin  was  first  introduced  as 
a  commercial  article,  now  a  good  many  years  ago,  the 
planters  and  others  interested  in  the  vanilla  trade  were 
much  scared  at  the  new  competition  ;  but  events  have  shown 
that  their  fears  were  unfounded,  for  although  the  use  of 
vanillin  may  have  prevented  the  consumption  of  vanilla  from 
assuming  such  large  proportions  as  it  would  otherwise  have 
done,  it  has  not  in  the  least  proved  an  obstacle  to  the  pro- 
fitable cultivation  of  the  vanilla  plant,  and  it  is  notorious 
that  the  employment  of  vanilla  has  greatly  increased  of  late 
years.  It  is  also  noteworthy  that  vanillin  is  now  lower  in 
price  than  it  has  ever  been,  while  fine  vanilla  realises  higher 
figures  than  it  has  done  for  years.  It  seems,  in  fact,  that  in 
many  instances  the  commercial  preparation  of  a  synthetic 
product,  after  creating  a  temporary  depression  in  the 
market  of  the  natural  drug  which  it  is  intended  to  re- 
place, finds  a  place  side  by  side  with  the  sale  of  that 
product,  and  remains  thereafter  comparatively  powerless  to 
affect  the  commercial  position  of  the  natural  article.  Cumarin 
and  artificial  musk  are  cases  in  point  in  addition  to  vanillin. 

The  future  course  of  the  vanilla  market  will  be  largely 
influenced  by  the  receipts  of  Reunion  (Bourbon)  and  Sey- 
chelles vanilla  in  the  course  of  the  next  three  months. 
When  the  first  arrivals  of  the  new  vanilla  crop  came  to 
hand  in  October,  the  stocks  had  fallen  to  a  very  low  point 
everywhere.  Since  then  there  has  been  but  little  chance  of 
accumulation  owing  to  the  strong  demand,  but  at  present 
the  bulk  of  the  crop  is  coming  in,  and  it  remains  to  be  seen 
whether  buyers  will  be  able  to  absorb  it  with  a  rapidity 
approaching  that  with  which  it  arrives.  The  principal  stock 
of  vanilla  in  Europe  is  usually  kept  in  France,  especially  at 
Paris  and  Bordeaux,  where  the  bulk  of  the  Bourbon  crop  is 
received  in  consignment,  and  whence  considerable  quan- 
tities are  habitually  sent  to  London  for  sale.  In  September 
just  before  the  arrival  of  the  new  crop,  a  stock  of  from 
15,000-20,000  kilos  in  Bordeaux,  and  as  big  a  one  in  Paris 
and  Marseilles  combined,  used  to  be  a  fair  average,  but  this 
year  the  supplies  in  France  did  not  by  any  means  reach  the 
lowest  of  these  figures,  while  the  London  stock  was  below, 
rather  than  above,  its  usual  scanty  figure  of  about  2,  000  lbs. 
The  crops  of  vanilla  in  Reunion,  Mauritius,  and  the  Seychelles 
have  been  unusually  small,  and  it  is  said  that  the  crop  which 
is  now  beginning  to  arrive  will  again  be  a  very  poor  one, 
while  reports  of  total  failure  have  come  from  Mexico  for 
many  weeks.  As  the  United  States  require  from  130,000  to 
150,000  lbs.  of  vanilla  every  year,  they  have  been  obliged  for 
some  time  to  purchase  vanilla  in  Europe,  and  their  orders 
have  helped  not  a  little  to  increase  the  competition  and 
advance  the  market  price  of  the  drug.  The  American  re- 
quirements are  probably  rather  larger  than  those  of  the  rest  of 
the  world  together,  and  we  do  not  estimate  the  total 
consumption  of  vanilla  at  much  over  250,000  lbs.  a 
year.  Settiog  aside  the  Mexican  production,  and  that 
from  the  smaller  sources  of  supply,  we  can  count 
upon  an  average  output  of  about  160,000  lbs.  a  year  in 
Reunion,  and  of  about  60,000  lbs.  a  year  in  Mauritius  and 
the  Seychelles.  With  an  average  crop,  therefore,  the  present 
production  of  vanilla  is  ample,  and  if  the  exceptionally  high 
prices  of  this  year  should  lead  to  an  extension  of  cultivation, 
we  may  be  confronted  with  a  large  over- production  within  a 
very  few  years.    For  although  vanilla  is  very  sensitive  to 
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climatic  influences,  the  plant  is  easy  of  propagation  and 
yields  a  rapid  return,  as  the  vines  begin  to  bear  in  their 
third  year,  and  may  continue  to  yield  fruit  until  their 
fortieth.  Fortunately  for  those  who  sell  the  article,  it 
seems  that  comparatively  few  planters  can  grow  it  success- 
fully. In  Java,  where  vanilla  was  introduced  in  1819,  the 
culture  was  at  one  time  of  great  importance,  but  at 
present  the  island  hardly  counts  as  a  producer.  In 
Mauritius,  also,  vanilla-growing  seems  to  be  dying  out.  The 
exports  from  that  island  fell  from  37,600  lbs.  in  1892  to 
15,400  lbs.  in  1893  and  9,100  lb?,  in  1894.  Reunion  ex- 
ported her  first  vanilla  to  Europe  in  1849.  That  shipment 
was  only  7  lbs.,  but  by  1870  the  exports  had  grown  to  over 
20,000  lbs.  Since  then  the  largest  Reunion  crops  have  been 
190,000  lbs.  (1891),  207,000  lbs.  (1892),  and  175,000  lbs. 
(1893) ;  but  last  year  there  was  a  great  decrease.  The 
production  of  the  Seychelles  has  been  exceedingly  erratic 
lately.  These  islands  first  sent  their  produce  to 
Europe  in  1885.  In  the  succeeding  years  they  quickly 
rose  to  an  output  of  about  80,000  lbs.,  but  equally  quickly 
dropped  off  again  to  about  17,500  lbs.  a  year.  According  to 
the  latest  reports,  however,  the  output  next  year  is  likely  to 
show  a  great  increase.  The  Seychelles  and  Mauritius  vanilla 
is  generally  shorter,  paler,  and  fainter  in  odour  than  that 
from  Reunion,  and  realises  lower  prices. 

The  vanilla  CTop  which  is  now  arriving  in  Europe  is  that 
which  flowered  in  the  autumn  of  last  year,  and  was  collected 
from  May  to  July.  The  last  great  advances  in  the  market 
prices  of  vanilla  have  been  in  the  autumn  of  1886,  after 
which  prices  remained  high  until  the  large  crop  of  1887 
broke  the  market,  and  in  April  1839,  when  the  reported 
destruction  by  rain  of  the  Mexican  crop  caused  an  advance 
of  $1  per  lb.  in  New  York  in  a  single  day.  This  movement 
also  lasted  several  months. 


YEAR-BOOK  OF  PHARMACY. 
The  publication  committee  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical 
Conference  manage  to  keep  to  the  second  week  of  November 
as  the  time  for  the  publication  of  the  Year-book.  We 
received  the  1895  volume  last  Saturday,  and  the  first  im- 
pression formed  about  it  was  that  it  is  thinner  than  usual, 
which  was  justified  on  examination.  The  following  are  the 
pages  for  1894  and  1895,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
new  Year  book  contains  112  pages  less  of  letterpress  : — 

1E94  1895 

Introduction,  to   16  . .  16 

Chemistry,  to    122  ..  106 

Materia  Jledica  and  Pharmacy,  tj     ..  2l3  ..  193 

Notes  and  Formula:,  to   243  ..  224 

Bibliography,  to   ..   276  ..  247 

Transactions,  to   536  ..  421 

Index,  to   567  ..  455 

The  quality  of  the  abstracts  in  the  principal  sections  are 
up  to  the  average,  although  there  are  more  references  to 
original  papers  (without  particulars)  than  we  care  for,  but 
one  cannot  expect  everything  for  three  half-crowns,  and  we 
consider  that  the  present  volume  is  worthy  of  the  Conference. 

PHOTOGRAPHIC  CHEMISTS. 
The  photographic  journals  have  excited  themselves  a  good 
deal  about  the  recent  judgment  in  the  High  Court  at  Edin- 
burgh. The  British  Journal  of  Photography  is  very  severe 
on  the  claims  put  forward  on  behalf  of  chemists  and  drug- 
gists. The  editor  once  knew  a  chemist,  with  a  certificate 
from  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  duly  framed  and  glazed, 
who  said  there  was  no  such  thing  as  bicarbonate  of  soda.  It 
calls  on  the  Chemical  Society  and  the  Society  of  Chemical 
Industry  to  use  their  influence  to  get  that  altered.  But 
they  have  no  grievance.    Neither  would  the  photographers 


have  if  it  were  not  that  they  want  to  sell  poisons  without 
obtaining  the  necessary  qualification.  No  one  is  ever  sued 
for  using  the  title  chemist  unless  as  such  he  keeps  a  shop 
for  the  sale  of  poisons.  The  photographers  must  go  to 
Parliament,  if  at  all,  for  the  repeal  of  the  Act  regulating 
the  sale  of  poisons,  and  they  might  as  well  ask  for  a  repeal 
of  the  laws  against  forgery.  The  B.J. P.  concludes  its 
articles  with  the  following  curious  sentence  : — 

If  the  medical  societies  were  to  assert  their  rights  as 
does  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  they  would  fare  badly  with 
the  majority  of  their  licences  for  prescribing  medicines  which 
they  are  not  entitled  to  do. 

That  seems  to  be  something  severe,  but  can  anybody  con- 
strue it  1 

MR.  ERNEST  HART  AND  THE  SALE  OF  POISONS. 
Chemists  can  have  no  wish  to  depreciate  the  services  of 
Mr.  Ernest  Hart,  as  Chairman  of  the  Parliamentary  Bills 
Committee  of  the  British  Medical  Association,  in  pressing 
on  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  the  importance 
of  enforcing  the  provisions  of  the  Pharmacy  Act.  But  that 
gentleman  ought  to  be  content  with  his  fair  share  of  glory 
in  the  history.  He  seems  to  be  creating  for  himself,  in  the 
British  Medical  Journal,  a  legend,  with  a  view  to  figuring 
in  after- years  as  the  patron  saint  of  pharmacy.  In  an 
article  on  the  recent  Scotch  cases  in  last  week's  B.M.J,  he  * 
describes  these  as  "  a  natural  outcome  of  the  action  taken 
some  years  ago  by  Mr.  Ernest  Hart,"  which  is  about  as 
justifiable  as  George  IV.'s  claim  to  have  won  the  battle  of 
Waterloo.  Later  on  in  the  same  article  the  editor  comments 
on  the  fact,  which  he  rightly  considers  remarkable,  that 
"  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  has  actually  been  hampered  in 
the  performance  of  its  public  duty  by  the  antagonism  of  the 
trade."  What  is  also  remarkable  is  that  there  is  no  founda- 
tion for  the  statement.  Out  of  ten  thousand  chemists 
there  are  to  doubt  some  who  object  to  the  enforcement  of 
the  Act,  but  it  is  ridiculous  to  allude  to  stray  cranks  as  the 
trade.  So  far  from  there  being  any  trade  antagonism  to 
the  Pharmacy  Act,  the  truth  is  that  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  in  taking  more  vigorous  action  under  it,  is  only 
yielding  to  the  pressure  of  the  trade. 

A  NOVEL  ADVERTISING  SCHEME. 
There  are  at  present  posters  on  the  London  hoardings  and 
at  the  stations  representing  a  couple  of  negro  waitresses 
holding  a  tray  between  them. 
The  idea  is  suggested  on  the 
accompanying  sketch.  We  have 
not  the  least  idea  what  the  pic- 
ture means,  or  if  it  means  any- 
thing ;  but  there  are  a  great 
many  clever  people  amcng  the 
readers  of  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist,  and  some  of  these 
may  possibly  guess  the  riddle. 
The  advertisers,  we  are  informed, 
"are  well  known  for  their  great 
enterprise  and  the  superior  quality 
of  their  products,"  and  we  have 
some  little  reason  to  believe  that 
they  either  are  or  have  been  ad- 
vertisers in  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist.  Whoever  they  are, 
they  have  a  hundred  golden 
sovereigns  to  give  away,  and  they 
offer  to  give  11.  each  to  the  first 
hundred  correspondents  who  guess 
their  identity.  Guesses  are  to  be  sent  by  letter  to  AlbeTfc 
Hildesheirrrer,  2  New  Zealand  Avenue,  Barbican,  E.C.  Mr. 
Hildesheimer  has  produced  the  posters,  so  that  his  address 
does  not  serve  as  a  clue  to  the  real  culprit. 
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{From  our  orvn  Correspondent ) 


DRUG  and  chemical  circles  in  New  York  were  during  the 
last  weeks  of  October  kept  on  the  qui  vhw  in  regard  to 
the  banquet,  then  approaching,  to  be  given  to  Messrs.  Thomas 
Tyrer  and  Lud  wig  Mond  a?  representatives  of  British  chemical 
industry.  And  in  the  event  rarely,  if  ever,  has  so  distin- 
guished an  assemblage  of  American  scientists  met  together  as 
that  which  sat  down  on  November  1  at  Dslmonico's  Restau- 
rant  on  Fifth  Avenue.  The  banquet  had  been  organised  by 
the  New  York  Section  of  the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry, 
the  Chairman  of  which,  Mr.  Alfred  Henry  Mason,  presided, 
and  there  were  present  practically  all  the  representative 
American  chemists,  the  total  number  of  guests  being  about 
ninety.  Chemists  even  from  so  great  a  distance  as  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  about  1,000  miles  from  New  York,  were  present, 
and  prominent  amongst  the  number  were  Professors  Austen 
and  Hart,  of  the  New  York  and  Lehigh  Valley  Sections  of 
the  American  Chemical  Society  ;  Mr.  Seth  Low,  President  of 
Columbia  College ;  Professor  Chandler,  of  the  Columbia 
School  of  Miues  ;  Dr.  Wiley,  of  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Agriculture :  Piofessor  Attwood,  of  Brown  University; 
Professor  Elliott,  of  the  New  York  College  of  Pharmacy ; 
Dr.  J.  H.  Wainwright,  of  the  U.S.  Government  laboratories  ; 
the  Official  Appraiser  of  the  Port  of  New  York,  and  many 
other  distinguished  chemists.  Chemical  industry  was 
represented  by  Mr.  Nicolls,  of  the  Nicolls  Chemical-works, 
and  by  the  heads  of  most  of  the  large  manufacturing  houses. 
Pharmacy  was  also  in  force,  representatives  from  all  the 
leading  wholesale  druggists  being  present.  Amongst  those 
present  who  are  known  in  London  were  Messrs.  S.  W.  Fair- 
child,  H.  N.  Fraser,  H.  B.  French,  E.  H.  Gane,  W.  H.  Fuerst, 
James  Hartford,  Benjamin  Lillard,  and  Thomas  F.  Main.  The 
arrangements  were  in  charge  of  a  committee,  under  the  chair- 
manship of  Dr.  Wainwright,  and  were  excellent.  The  banquet- 
ing-hall  was  tastefully  arranged,  and  behind  the  Chairman  and 
guests  of  the  evening  were  draped  the  British  and  American 
merchant-flags.  After  dinner  the  Chairman  rose  to  propose 
the  toasts.  American  custom  in  that  matter  is  different 
from  the  English.  The  Chairmaa  proposes  all  toasts,  which, 
by  the  way,  are  not  drunk,  and  calls  on  the  guests  to  reply. 
As  Chairman,  Mr.  Mason  was  excellent,  and  acquitted  him- 
self admirably,  his  remarks  in  proposing  the  various  toasts 
being  happy,  well-timed  and  apposite.  He  was  a  revelation 
even  in  this  land  of  great  after-dinner  speakers.  Mr.  Tyrer 
replied  to  the  first  toast,  that  of  the  "  Society  of  Chemical 
Industry."  In  the  course  of  a  happy  speech,  Mr.  Tyrer  spoke 
of  the  great  honour  that  was  thus  paid  to  Mr.  Mond  and 
himself,  as  representing  the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry, 
and  he  proceeded  to  speak  of  the  objects  of  that  Society, 
and  the  part  played  in  its  foundation  by  Mr.  Mond,  Sir 
Henry  Roscoe,  Mr.  Eustace  Carey,  and  Mr.  George  E.  Davi?. 
He  said  that  above  everything  the  Society  was  intended  as 
a  federation,  an  international  linking  of  those  connected 
with  chemical  technology.  The  founders  of  the  Society 
had,  as  the  Chapman  so  aptly  remarked,  "builded  better 
than  they  knew."  Speaking  of  the  country  of  his  hosts, 
Mr.  Tyrer  said :  "  Its  illimitable  resources  amaze  me,  but  what 
has  made  a  confusion  of  humility  in  my  mind  has  been  the 
adaptability,  flexibility,  ingenuity,  and  resourcefulness  of 
your  people.  I  have  seen  many  wonderful  things  in  applied 
chemistry,  and  my  last  impressions,  even  overpowering  this 
magnificent  reception,  will  be  those  produced  by  my  visit  to 
Niagara.  Some  sanant  has  been  wise  enough  to  assert  that 
the  power  of  Niagara  could  be  transmitted  electrically  a 
distance  of  500  miles.  I  hope  he  is  sure ;  but  my  inquiries 
as  to  how  far,  without  loss,  for  practical  purposes,  this 
transmission  could  b  3  effected,  was  met  by  the  reply,  'Ah, 
that  is  the  problem,  and  those  real  live  young  men  in  that 
central  station  are  met  with  that  problem,  and  others  too, 
which  tax  all  their  theory  and  practice  besides.'  If  this  be 
so,  there  is  field  enough  for  the  deepest  research.  This 
leads  me  to  sp:ak  of  the  institutions  for  technical  research 
in  your  country,  and,  fpjaking  broadly,  I  venture  the  opinion 
that  they  are  second  to  none  in  the  world.  Specialised 
instruction  appears  to  be  developed  as  highly  as  anywhere 
else.    I  may  speak  of  one  institution  in  your  country  which 


impresses  me  very  deeply,  I  mean  the  Massachusetts  Institute 
of  Technology  in  Boston,  although  there  are  doubtless  other 
institutions  of  the  same  kind  throughout  the  States.  I  was  con- 
ducted through  that  institution  very  carefully  by  General; 
Walker,  who  showed  me  all  that  was  to  be  seen,  and  that  was 
much.  It  was  significant  to  be  told  that  a  son  of  Sir  Robert 
Ball,  the  celebrated  astronomer,  and  sons  of  other  well-known 
men  in  England  had  been  sent  to  this  institution.  I  was 
informed  that  such  is  the  ability  and  standing  of  the  young 
men  that  they  are  never  without  applications  for  them  from 
the  workshops  of  your  country,  and  that  the  United  States- 
Army  and  Navy  Departments,  when  requiring  more  than 
their  national  institutions  supply,  send  to  that  insti- 
tution at  Boston."  Mr.  Tyrer  concluded  by  expressing  his 
thanks,  not  only  for  the  honour  conferred  on  him  by  that 
entertainment,  but  for  many  attentions  received  during  his 
visit. 

Professor  Austen  replied  on  behalf  of  the  Chemical  Society 
in  a  capital  speech,  in  which  he  spoke  from  the  standpoint 
of  the  pure  scientist.  Mr.  Mond,  who  was  warmly  greeted, 
replied  for  "The  Guests"  in  a  few  well-chosen  remarks,  in 
which  he  pointed  out  that  while  the  technical  chemist 
worked  for  the  present  generation,  the  research  worker  was 
buildiDg  a  structure  of  which  generations  to  come  would 
reap  the  benefit. 

The  speech  of  the  evening,  if  it  is  permissible  to  so 
designate  one  of  a  remarkable  series  of  eloquent  speeches, 
was  that  of  Mr.  Seth  Low,  of  Columbia  College,  in  response 
to  the  toast  of  "  Technical  Education  in  the  United  States." 
Mr.  Low  is  one  of  the  best  speakers  in  America,  and  has  a 
beautiful  voice  and  excellent  delivery.  He  said  that  he  felt 
like  the  small  boy,  who  on  being  shown  the  castor-oil  plant 
apostrophised  it  thus — "Happy  plant,  to  have  it  without 
takiDg  itl"  Mr.  Low  then  briefly  traced  the  progress  of 
technical  education,  especially  as  set  forth  by  Columbia 
College,  and  explained  the  means  which  were  at  present 
being  adopted  to  further  it. 

Mr.  Nichols  replied  on  behalf  of  "The  Chemical  Manufac- 
tures," and  in  the  course  of  his  speech  said  he  was  one  of  the 
first  if  not  the  first  to  manufacture  sulphuric  acid  in  America, 
and  stated  that  j  ears  ago  at  some  of  their  earliest  meetings  he 
had  been  nicknamed  "  Old  Sulphuric  Acid."  He  pointed  out 
the  fallacy  of  the  statement  that  the  prosperity  of  a  country 
was  evidenced  by  the  amount  of  H.SO.,  it  produced,  seeing 
that  from  statistics,  which,  he  admitted,  was  the  superlative  of 
liar,  the  value  of  the  production  of  H2S04  was  one  of  the 
smallest  of  any  of  the  leading  chemicals. 

Dr.  Haevey  Wiley  replied  for  "  Agricultural  Chemistry,' 
and  Professor  Attwood  and  the  Official  Appraiser  of  the- 
Port  of  New  York  also  addressed  the  members.  The  party 
broke  up  expressing  the  greatest  satisfaction  and  pleasure 
with  the  whole  affair. 


We  have  had  a  chat  with  Mr.  Tyrer  since  his  return,  and 
find  that  he  is  much  charmed  by  the  hospitality  extended  to 
him  by  his  American  confreres,  for  such  he  considers  them 
to  be.  He  has  also  formed  a  high  estimate  of  the  business 
capacities  of  those  connected  with  the  drug  and  chemical 
trades  in  the  United  States  and  Canada,  and  is  convinced 
that  the  commercial  relations  between  these  countries  and 
the  United  Kingdom  have  by  no  means  reached  the  zenith. 


Pharmacists  ist  U.S.A. — Professor  Oldberg  says  the  total' 
number  of  "  registered  pharmacists  "  and  "  registered  assist- 
ant pharmacists  "  annually  placed  on  the  rolls  by  the  State 
Boards  of  Pharmacy  is  about  5,000,  but  less  than  1,000  of 
these  are  graduates.  The  total  number  of  pharmacists  and1 
assistant  pharmacists  on  the  registers  of  the  Boards  of 
Pharmacy  in  the  United  States  in  1894  was  between  60,000 
and  70,000. 

Madagascar  Export  Duties. — The  commander  of  the 
French  forces  in  Madagascar  issued,  some  time  ago,  a  decree 
establishing  a  variety  of  export  duties  on  goods  shipped  from 
the  island.  This  tariff  has  recently  been  published  in 
Europe.  It  places  an  export  duty  of  20f.  per  100  kilos,  on 
wax,  12f.  per  100  kilos,  on  gum  copal,  and  4f.  10c.  per  100 
kilos,  on  ginger.  Vanilla,  which  is  not  specifically  named, 
becomes  dutiable  to  the  extent  of  10  per  cent,  ad  cal. 
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Iftou  Gaieties. 


Smokers. 

The  leather-hunters  and  bladder-kickers  of  the  School  of 
Pharmacy,  Bloomsbury  Square,  gave  a  stnoking-concsrt  in 
the  Holborn  Restaurant  on  Friday,  November  15.  It  was 
well  attended,  and  was  a  great  success. 

The  "Lom-bards"  Musical  Society  (formed  among  the 
employes  of  Messrs.  Allen  &  Hanburys,  Limited)  held  their 
first  invitation  smoking-concert  of  the  present  season  at 
the  Daniel  Lambert  Hotel,  Ludgate  Hill,  on  November  15. 
Mr.  W.  Ralph  Dodd  occupied  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Clenyg 
Jones,  who  made  his  last  appearance  as  secretary  previous 
to  travelling  for  the  firm  in  Scotland  and  Wales,  had  pro- 
vided a  very  strong  programme,  which  included  Messrs. 
J.  Williams,  Sadleur  Brown,  Hy.  Prenton,  J.  M.  Sillitoe, 
Theo  Swinburne,  J.  Netherway,  Sidney  Dawson,  Bob 
Simpson,  Herbert  Brown,  J.  Parker,  the  Rev.  Killin  Roberts, 
and  A.  Lindmere.  There  wa3  a  large  audience,  and  the 
performance  was  much  appreciated. 

SWIMMEBS  AT  DINNER. 

The  Kepler  Swimming  Club  had  a  very  successful  dinner 
and  concert  at  Stone's  on  Monday  last.  Mr.  R.  Clay  Sudlow 
was  in  the  chair,  and  the  compiny  numbered  about  fifty. 
The  musical  part  of  the  programme  was  opened  by  what  was 
described  as  a  "  Twaine-tappynge  of  ye  harpsichord."  Mid- 
way in  the  coarse  of  the  festivities  took  place  the  distribu- 
tion of  prizes  to  the  successful  competitors  in  the  annual 
races  at  the  end  of  the  summer. 

Halifax  Supper. 

The  members  of  the  Halifax:  and  District  Chemists' 
Association  had  supper  together  at  the  O  d  Cock  Hotel  on 
November  14,  this  beiog  the  first  of  a  series  of  gatherings 
intended  to  be  held  during  the  season.  The  company  num- 
bered about  thirty,  and  included  a  few  gentlemen  not  actu- 
ally in  the  trade.  Mr,  W.  C.  Hebden,  President  of  the 
Association,  being  engaged  as  a  candidate  in  a  municipal 
contest,  was  not  able  to  be  present  at  the  earlier  stages  of 
the  proceedings,  and  his  place  at  the  head  of  the  table  was 
tentatively  filled  by  Mr.  J.  Swires,  Vice-President.  The  toast 
of  "Success  to  the  chemists  of  Halifax  and  District"  was 
proposed  by  Mr.  Farr,  who  urged  that  chemists  could  be 
successful  in  other  respects  than  £  s  d.  Mr.  Walton 
(Sowerby  Bridge)  replied  to  the  toast,  and  at  the  request  of 
the  President  Mr.  Je3sop  gave  a  short  speech,  referring  to 
former  times  and  the  changes  that  have  occurred.  Other 
toasts  followed,  and  the  affair  passed  off  most  pleasantly. 

Song  and  Dance. 

The  annual  conversazione  of  the  Chemists'  Assistants' 
Association  was  held  at  the  Portman  Rooms,  Bakei  Street, 
on  Thursday,  November  14.  The  President,  Mr.  E.  W.  Hill, 
received  the  guests  from  8  to  8.30,  after  which  there  was  a 
concert  in  which  Messrs.  Bernard,  Fuller,  Langton,  Lyons, 
G.  Robins,  Wamerl,  and  Miss  Isabella  Bennett  took  part. 
Dancing  commenced  at  10.30,  Mr.  T.  C.  W.  Martin  acting  as 
M.C.  The  committee  had  provided  a  strong  programme  of 
twenty-two  dances,  Pritchard's  quadrille  band  supplying 
the  music.  During  the  interval  supper  was  provided  in  the 
lobby.  The  President  proposed  the  toast  of  the  evening, 
"  The  Ladies,"  to  which  Mr.  Michael  Carteighe  responded  in 
his  happiest  style.  There  was  a  large  attendance  (close  on 
300),  most  of  whom  stayed  till  the  close,  which  was  about 
4  o'clock  on  Friday  morning.  Messrs  Hill,  Jones,  Melhuisb, 
Moore,  Robins,  Roe,  Strothers,  and  Umney  formed  the  com- 
mittee, while  Mr.  Morley  acted  as  secretary. 

Metropolitan  College  Dinner. 

The  Caledonian  Salon  of  the  Holborn  Restaurant  had  a 
merry  company  last  Saturday  evening,  for  the  second  annual 
dinner  of  the  Metropolitan  College  of  Pharmacy  was  held 
there,  and  what  with  close  upon  a  hundred  students  (soon 
of  whom  are  now  reckoned  among  the  "past")  and  a  few 
compatriots  of  the  principal,  Mr.  W.  Watson  Will,  F.C  S., 
F.L.S.,  there  were  all  the  elements  of  a  hippy  eveain;?. 
When  Mr.  Patrick  Gardiner,  the  chairman,  rose  to  propose 


the  toast  of  the  evening,  "  The  Metropolitan  College  of 
Pharmacy,"  he  had  something  more  than  his  friendship  for 
Mr.  Will  to  brighten  his  speech  ;  indeed,  the  humour  of  it 
was  too  spontaneous  and  topical  to  allow  of  note-taking,  and 
Mr.  Gardiner's  acquaintance  with  chemistry  was  a  revelation 
to  the  audience,  and  a  credit  to  a  City  of  London  merchant. 
In  the  course  of  his  speech  Mr.  Gardiner  mentioned  that 
since  last  year  the  number  of  students  at  the  College  had 
increased  from  about  sixty  per  term  to  between  ninety  and 
a  hundred,  and  the  passes  in  the  Minor  last  October  were 
71  per  cent,  and  in  the  Major  75  per  cent.  The  College  had 
also  the  distinction  of  carrying  off,  through  one  of  its 
students,  Mr.  Fred.  H.  Tully,  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's 
bronze  medal.  Altogether,  the  progress  made  by  the  school 
since  it  started,  two  years  ago,  has  been  exceptional  in  the 
history  of  pharmaceutical  education,  and  Mr.  Gardiner  attri- 
buted that  to  the  interest  which  Mr.  Watson  Will  takes  in 
each  of  his  students,  and  the  warm  regard  which  they  all 
have  for  him.  The  toast  was  heartily  responded  to,  and 
Mr.  Watson  Will  briefly  and  feelingly  replied.  Other  toasts 
were  <:  The  Demonstrators"  (given  by  Mr.  H  E.  Boorne,  a 
past  student,  and  responded  to  by  Mr  G.  T.  Branch  and  Mr. 
F.  H.  Tally),  "  Students  Past  and  Present,"  "  The  Visitors." 
and  "  The  Chairman."  An  excellent  programme  of  music 
was  gone  through  in  the  course  of  the  evening,  and  to  wind 
up  five  sturdy  Scotchmen  each  sang  a  verse  of  "  Auld  Ling 
Syne,"  the  whole  company  singing  the  chorus. 

West- end  Chemists  Dine. 
Mr.  R.  H.  Parker,  F.C.S.,  presided  over  a  gathering  of 
about  forty  of  the  members  of  the  Western  Chemists'  Asso- 
ciation of  London  at  the  annual  dinner  of  that  organisation, 
at  the  Cafe  Royal,  on  Wednesday  night.     On  the  Chair- 
man's right  were   Mr.  J.    C    Hjslop,  the  next  President ; 
Mr.  J.  W.  Horsley ;  Messrs.  Warren  and  Warren,  jun. ;  and 
Mr.  Butler  (of  Camwal) ;  on  his  left,  Mr.  John  Harrison 
(Vice-President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society),  Mr.  Charles 
Umney,  Mr.  R.  Bremridge,  and  Dr.  B.  H.  Paul.  There 
were    also    present   Messrs.   Allen.   Andrews,  Bateman, 
Butt,  Cracknell,  Cross,  Hampney,  Davies,  Drury,  Dyson, 
Eastes,  Professor  Greenish,  Gulliver,  HarriDgton,  Hickman, 
Horsley,  Lynn,   Marsh,   Martin,  Parker,    A.   J.  Phillips, 
Pinchen,  Frank  A.  Rogers,  Rogerson,  Shaw.  Selley.  Solo- 
mon, Stamp,   Taylor,  Taubmann,  Taplin,  Ward,  Weston, 
and  Whigham.    The  dinner  was  good,  and  the  intervals 
between  the    speeches    that    followed    the    meal  were 
pleasantly  filled    by  songs   and  mandoline- play  by  Mr. 
T.  Lawler  and  the  "  Meisterin  Mandoline  Trio."    Mr.  R. 
H.  Parker  briefly  toasted  "The  AVestern  Chemists'  Asso- 
ciation   of    London,"    coupling    it   with   the   name  of 
Mr.  Hyslop,  the   President.    The  Association,  said  Mr. 
Parker,  could  now  look  back  upon  so  many  years'  growth 
that  it  would  ere  long  be  able  to  claim  rank  among  our 
ancient  institutions.    "  A  breakfast  or  a  luncheon,"  the  late 
Oliver  Wendell  Holmes  had  said,  "  is  an  occurrence,  a  mere 
circumstance,  in  social  life  ;  a  dinner  is  an  Event."  The 
importance  of  organisation  from  a  point  of  view  of  phar- 
maceutical politics  could  not  be  over-estimated,  and  friendly 
intercourse  among  members  of  the  trade  in  the  same  neigh- 
bourhood such   as  promoted  by  an  association  of  their 
character  was  highly  desirable.    Mr.  J  C.  Hyslop,  in  reply- 
ing, laid  special  stress  upon  the  necessity  of  greater  scientific 
training  for  pharmacists.    Speaking  for  himself,  he  dared 
scarcely  call  himself  a  chemist.    Before  1868  he  considered 
himself  such,  and  in  that  year,  under  a  kind  compelling 
force  from  Bloomsbury  Square,  he  thought  it  wise  to  present 
himself  before  the  eminent  Professors  Bentley  and  Red- 
wood, and  submit  to  examination.    He  then  found  that 
he  had  to  recast  his  botany  and  learn  his  chemistry 
afresh,  and  ever  since  then  the  demands  upon  pharma- 
cists for    scientific  training  had  become   greater.  We 
had  great  chemists— Faraday,  Dalton,  and  many  others — 
and  we  have  great  chemists  now.    But  the  calling  of  a 
chemist  and  druggist  ought  to  be  described  as  "  pharmacy  " 
rather  than  as  "  chemistry."    Theirs  was  an  art,  and,  as 
time  went  on,  the  man  who   passed  the  pharmaceutical 
examinations  at  Bloomsbury  Square  would  have  less  and 
less  right  to  call  himself  a  chemist  at  all.  History, 
Mr.  Hyslop  continued,  would  record  that  the  W.C.A.  was 
started  by  some  of  the  leading  pharmacists  in  the  W.  and 
S.W.  districts  on  the  basis  that  deep  down  in  the  hearts  of 
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those  engaged  in  the  art  of  pharmacy  there  was  a  fund  of 
brotherly  goodwill  that  only  needed  tapping  to  spring  forth. 
They  had  been  blessed  duririg  the  first  years  of  their  exist- 
ence with  a  leader  indeed  worthy  of  that  name.  When 
laggards  pleaded  that  they  took  no  interest  in  matters 
affecting  the  craft,  and  "couldn't  come  out,"  that  leader's 
answer  was,  "Oh,  bat  you  wtist  come  out !  "  and  he  pulled 
them  out.  The  pulling-out  pro3e6s  of  which  Mr.  Hyslop 
spoke  had  resulted  in  the  enlistment  of  a  nucleus  of 
100  members.  Then  the  speaker  reviewed  the  succeeding 
Presidents  :  "  Their  esteemed  friend  and  brother  Andrews, 
with  his  good  fellowship,"  and  "that  Man  of  Men,  that 
Agamemnon  of  Pharmacy— Martindale."  The  Agamemnon 
simile  caught  on.  Pity  the  modern  son  of  Atreus 
was  absent  on  account  of  a  previous  engagement,  and 
could  not  survey  his  acclaiming  pharmaceutical  hosts. 
From  Agamemnon  Mr.  Hyslop  proceeded  to  the  Chair- 
man of  the  evening  and  Past-President,  Mr.  Parker. 
Finally,  there  was  an  eloquent  reference  to  that  esprit  de 
corps,  that  feeling  of  comradeship  which,  according  to  Mr. 
Hyslop,  is  always  found  among  brother-artists — among 
medical  men,  for  instance,  among  barristers,  painters, 
sculptors,  and  pharmacists — and  which  no  other  class,  no 
butcher,  baker,  or  candlestick-maker,  could  comphehend. 
"  The  Pharmaceutical  Society  "  was  proposed  by  Mr.  Parker, 
who,  starting  with  a  declaration  that  the  Society  needed  no 
adjective,  referred  to  the  great  educational  work  it  had  to 
do.  As  the  great  pharmaceutical  poet  Vernon  had  said — every 
pharmacist  knew  the  poet  Vernon — 

We  can  liquefy  the  air,  precious  gems  we  can  prepare  ; 
We  can  light  the  room  without  the  gas  or  candle. 

And  Mr.  Parker  proceeded,  with  great  vercc,  and  to  the 
evident  enjoyment  of  all  present,  to  quote  at  length  the 
verses  entitled  "  Our  Scientific  Age,"  which  originally  appeared 
in  the  C.  2?  D.  of  August  31  last.  Then,  to  prose  returning, 
Mr.  Parker  called  attention  to  the  increasing  number  of 
customers  who  brought  bottles  not  labelled  in  Latin,  nor 
even  in  Greek,  but  bearing  chemical  formulae,  with  the  import 
of  which  they  (the  bearers)  seemed  to  be  quite  familiar 
Tbe  very  sugar-tongs  in  the  shop-windows  would  soon  be 
labelled  "  C12H.,,,0,''  instead  of  by  their  time-honoured  name. 
Mr.  Harrison,  fluent  as  always,  but  case-hardened  and  un- 
repentant after  the  recent  criticism  to  which  he  was  sub- 
jected in  this  journal,  replied  for  the  Society.  The  first 
portion  of  his  speech  was  devoted  to  that  criticism.  "  A 
public  man,"  said  Mr.  Harrison,  "is  apt  to  be  spoiled, 
especially  when  he  is  received  with  the  warmth  with  which 
you  have  been  kind  enough  to  receive  me  this  evening. 
Fortunately  there  are  correctives  against  the  danger.  The 
Press  is  such  a  corrective,  and  I  have  recently  had  an  altera- 
tive administered  to  me,  so  as  to  prevent  me  from  becoming 
vain.  I  am  told  that  I  am  not  accurate,  that  I  am  an  inac- 
curate teacher,  and  so  forth.  But  I  am  prepared  to  say 
that,  on  a  recent  occasion,  when  addressing  some  of  the 
younger  members  of  your  craft,  I  did  not  say  a  word  which 
was  not  warranted  by  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  I 
am  always  particularly  careful  in  the  statements  I  make 
in  public."  Mr.  Harrison's  references  to  this  journal — 
whose  name,  by  the  way,  he  did  not  mention — were 
made  with  the  u»-iiost  good  nature.  Then  he  went  on  to 
speak  of  the  good  the  Society  had  done  and  could  do.  The 
Society  existed  for  three  main  purposes :  Firstly,  the  pro- 
motion of  the  science  of  pharmacy  ;  secondly,  the  protection 
of  its  members  in  their  calling  ;  thirdly,  the  succour  of  those 
craftsmen  who  had  gone  under  in  the  battle  of  life.  It  was 
a  remarkable  thing  that  a  society  with  such  objects,  which 
it  carried  out  to  the  best  of  its  ability,  should  only  be 
supported  by  one-fourth  of  those  who  belonged  to  the  craft, 
and  that  of  that  fourth  only  about  one-half  should  take  the 
trouble  to  record  their  votes  at  elections.  It  would  be  more 
manly  if  those  now  outside  its  pale,  who  were  so  fond  of 
criticising  its  doings,  were  to  join  it  and  endeavour  to  remedy 
the  ills  they  complained  of.  Organisation,  the  creation  of 
one  compact  body,  was  the  first  thing  necessary  if  they  were 
to  exercise  any  real  influence.  This  was  not  an  occasion  for 
talking  politics,  but  he  would  say  that  we  had  now  come  to 
a  time  of  comparative  rest  from  great  political  changes,  and 
might  look  forward  to  three  or  four  years  of  social  legisla- 
tion. This  was  the  time  to  approach'  Parliament  and  to 
demand  that  the  compact  entered  into  by  that  body  and  the 


pharmacists  of  this  country  in  186B  should  be  fulfilled. 
Mr.  Henry  C.  Birch  replied  for  the  visitors,  and  the  proceed- 
ings closed  with  "  Anld  Lang  Syne." 


TO  SUBSCRIBERS. 


Before  we  begin  to  distribute  The  Chemists'  and  Drug- 
gists' Diary,  1836,  to  home  subscribers  we  are  anxious  that 
those  whose  subscriptions  expire  at  the  end  of  the  present 
month  should  renew  them,  in  order  that  they  may  get  the 
Diary:  at  the  same  time  as  other  subscribers.  It  is  as  well 
to  note  the  fact  that  only  those  whose  subscriptions  are 
actually  in  force  in  December  are  entitled  to  the  Diary. 

Some  Features  op  the  Diary 
may  be  referred  to.  Its  best  annual  contents  are  retained, 
but  such  sections  as  Postal  information,  Stamp  and  Excise 
Duties,  Pharmaceutical  Associations,  and  Hospitals  and 
Specialists  have  been  revised  with  exceptional  care.  A 
number  of  original  monographs  are  introduced,  the  value  of 
which  to  the  retail  and  wholesale  trade  may  be  judged  from 
the  following  titles  of  a  selection  of  the  articles : — 

How  to  Push  Trade  :  hints  and  formulae  for  each  month  of  the  year. 
How  to  Treat  Iujuries. 
How  to  Reco%'er  In«ome-tax. 
Directory  of  Pharmacy  Companies— i.e.,  companies  carrying  on  business  as 
wholesale  or  retail  druggists,  or  trades  related  thereto. 
How  to  Commence  and  Conduct  an  Action. 
How  to  Defend  an  Action. 
How  to  Take  an  Apprentice. 
How  to  do  the  Photographic  Trade  :  hints  ami  formulae,  with  an  appendix, 
consisting  of  an  alphabetical  list  of  towns  with  chemists  therein  who 
stock  photographic  goods  or  have  dark  rooms. 
The  legal  information  covers  all  the  Acts  of  Parliament  which  affect  tho 
chemist's  business. 
Foreign  Money  and  Coins  :  an  entirely  original  monograph. 

The  Diary  again  contains  a  Buyer's  Guide,  which  is  a  com- 
plete index  to  the  articles  advertised  in  it.  This  is  one  of 
the  best  business -promoting  and  time-saving  compilations 
in  existence.  One  copy  of  the  Diary  will  be  presented  to 
each  subscriber  to  The  Chemist  and  Druggist.  Extra 
copies  will  be  supplied  while  available  at  2s.  6d.,  but  the 
price  to  non- subscribers  is  3s.  6d.  If  those  whose  subscrip- 
tions are  expiring  now  remit  10s.  in  the  course  of  the  next 
day  or  two  they  will  receive  the  Diary  as  soon  as  it  is  issued. 


Beatbs, 


Ashmall. — On  November  18,  George  Ashmall,  chemist 
and  druggist,  Walliogford,  at  the  age  of  84.  Mr.  Ashmall 
came  to  Wallingford  more  than  fifty  years  ago,  and  was* 
greatly  respected.  His  advanced  age  made  it  necessary  for 
him  to  retire  some  years  previous  to  his  death. 

Moore. — On  October  25,  John  Moore,  chemist  and  drug- 
gist, Liverpool.    Aged  61. 

Taylor. — On  October  24,  Charles  Taylor,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Walton.    Aged  80. 

Taylor. — On  November  18,  Alderman  Edward  Taylor, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Rochdale,  aged  82.  Mr.  Taylor  was  a 
descendant  of  an  old  Rojhdale  family,  and  served  his 
apprenticeship  with  Mr.  Souter,  of  Halifax.  In  1838  he 
commenced  business  in  his  native  town  and  soon  manifested 
a  keen  interest  in  public  affairs.  He  took  a  prominent  past 
with  John  Bright  in  the  agitation  for  the  abolition  of  Church 
rates,  and  in  1891  he  was  Mayor,  and  was  the  first  to  receive 
the  freedom  of  his  native  borough.  He  took  an  active  share 
in  the  various  municipal  undertakings,  and  was  always  an 
earnest  and  devoted  Sunday-school  teacher.  The  deceased 
gentleman  had  been  in  failing  health  for  the  last  two  years. 
Alderman  Taylor  is  described  by  the  Rochdale  Observer 
(which  devotes  six  and  a  half  columns  to  a  sketch  of  his 
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lUe)  as  Rochdale's  foremost  citizen.  He  had  taken  an  active 
part  in  the  political  life  of  the  borough.  In  the  early  '40's 
he  was  particularly  prominent,  fcr  the  town  was  in  great 
agitation  in  consequence  of  the  resistance  of  a  large  number 
of  its  inhabitants  to  the  imposition  of  church-rates.  John 
Bright,  the  Quaker,  and  Edward  Taylor,  the  Wesleyan,  were 
among  the  kadiDg  opponents  of  the  then  vicar,  who  was  a 
very  determined  man.  The  Dissenting  party  were  successful 
at  the  poll,  but  the  vicar  kept  on  the  fight  with  a  monthly 
magazine,  entitled  "  Common  Sense,''  to  which  the  Dissenters 
replied  with  another,  entited  "  The  Vicar's  Lantern;'  which 
Mr.  Taylor  edited,  and  to  which  John  Bright  contributed.  At 
the  time  of  the  Rochdale  SaviDgs  Bank  failure  in  1849  Mr. 
Taylor  rerdered  great  assistance  by  his  influence,  and  earned 
the  gratitude  of  many  investors.  He  was  very  popular  as  a 
chemist  and  as  a  "  counter  prescriher,"  and  the  poor  were 
persistent  clients  of  the  "  owd  men.''  Up  to  the  time  of  his 
death  he  maintained  a  keen  interest  in  political  affairs.  He 
is  survived  by  his  widow,  son,  and  daughter. 


personalities. 


Me.  T.  C.  Lamb,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Chatham,  has 
been  elected  (at  the  top  of  the  poll)  a  councillor  for  St. 
Mary's  ward  of  that  town. 

Pbofessoe  Wyndham*  R.  Dunstan  and  Dr.  Ralph 
Stockman  have  been  appointed  by  the  Oxford  University 
Convocation  to  be  examiners  for  the  first  examination  for  the 
degree  of  bachelor  of  medicine. 

Me.  Robeet  McAllet,  who  has  gone  out  to  South  Africa 
on  behalf  of  his  firm,  Messrs.  Oppenheimer,  Sons  &  Co. 
(Limited),  had  an  unfortunate  accident  in  Cape  Town,  having 
been  knocked  down  by  a  horse  and  rather  severely  bruised. 
He  was  able  to  write  cn  October  21  to  say  that  he  then 
hoped  to  resume  his  duties  in  a  few  days. 

The  Government  of  Madras,  it  is  said,  will  shortly  abolish 
the  post  of  Qainologist,  lately  held  by  Mr.  David  Hooper, 
and  separate  the  Botanical  Department  from  the  Cinchona 
Department,  the  headquarters  of  the  former  being  trans- 
ferred to  Madras.  An  old  Nilgiri  planter  lately  connected 
with  the  Prison  Department  will  probably  be  offered  the 
post  of  superintendent  of  the  Cinchona  gardens. 

Mb.  John  Gilling,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  the  new 
Mayor  of  Saffron  Walden,  was  born  at  Thirsk,  Yorkshire,  and 
was  the  second  son  of  the  late  Mr.  John  Gilling,  a  large 
leather-manufacturer  of  that  town.  He  is  52  years  of  age, 
and  served  his  apprenticeship  with  Messrs.  Reinhaidt  &  Sons, 
Briggate,  Leeds,  and  Messrs.  Tomlinson  &  Hayward,  Lincoln. 
Subsequently  he  became  head  of  the  dispensing  department 
of  Ferris,  Townsetd,  Booine  &  Townsend,  and  went  to 
Saffron  Walden  in  1867,  when  he  purchased  the  business 
formerly  carried  on  by  Messrs.  Miller  &  Son.  He  entered 
the  Town  Council  in  1883,  and  has  been  an  active  member  of 
the  Highways  and  Sanitary  Committee,  the  Gas  and  Water 
Undertaking,  and  other  committees.  He  has  also  filled  many 
other  public  offices,  has  twice  occupied  the  chair  of  the 
Walden  Lodge  of  Freemasons,  and  is  P.P.G.J.D.  of  the 
Provincial  Lodge  of  Essex. 

Two  pharmaceutical  journals  have  hitherto  been  published 
in  the  German  language  in  the  United  States — viz..  the 
Plia/rmaceutisclie  Rundschau  and  the  Deutsch-Amerikanische 
Apotkeker-Zeitwig.  That  these  two  papers  should  have 
been  able  to  exist  for  many  years  is  a  striking  commentary 
■upon  the  strength  of  the  German  element  in  American 
pharmacy.  Now,  however,  the  first- named  is  to  be  de- 
nationalised, at  any  rate  so  far  as  language  is  concerned,  for 
it  is  announced  that  from  the  beginning  of  next  year  the 
Pharmaceutischc  Rundschau  will  be  transmuted  into  the 
Pharmaceutical  Review  and  appear  in  the  English  language, 
thus  adding  another  to  the  already  overgrown  list  of  ver- 
nacular drug  journals  in  the  States.  Dr.  Friedrich  Hoffmann, 
of  New  York,  will  remain  editor  of  the  Rundschau  in  its 
new  form,  and  he  will  have  the  co-operation  of  Professor 
Edward  Kremenz,  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin,  at 
Milwaukee. 


Mr.  Alte^max  Enoch  Palmer,  J.P., 
Chemist  :nd  Druggist,  Mayor  o£  Grims'jy. 


Mr.  Johx  Gilling, 
Pharmaceutical  Chemist,  Mayor  of  Saffron  Walden. 


MR.  BARN'ARD  WFSTL4KE, 

Chemist  and  Druggist,  Mayor  of  Windsor. 
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The  Curanillo  Company,  of  26  Cletkenwell  Road,  are 
circulating  a  neat  Utile  cardboard  facsimile  of  their  cura- 
nillo-fruit  cure. 

A  gold  medal  and  diploma  for  "Sanitas"  preparations 
and  disinfectants  have  been  awardei  by  the  Belfast  Art 
and  Industrial  Exhibition,  1895. 

Messrs.  Ingram  &  Royle  (Limited)  have  reopened  an 
office  and  warehouse  at  80  Redcliffe  Street,  Bristol,  lor  the 
supply  of  natural  mineral  waters. 

The  Model  Printing  phess  Company  (Limited)  have 
removed  from  96  to  63  Farriogdon  Street,  E  C.  They  are 
now  supplying  with  their  machines  a  pica  type,  which  gives 
a  facsimile  of  the  Rsmington  type- written  circulars. 

Dr.  Mackenzie's  "  Bronchubes  "  have  just  been  intro" 
duced  by  Messrs.  Knowles  &  Phillips,  42  The  Minories,  E.C- 
Thev  are  cough  and  bronchitis  lozenges,  which  retail  at 
Is.  lid.  a  box,  and  we  find  that  they  are  very  effective. 

Mb.  J.  A.  Robebtson,  of  Fraserburgh,  in  sending  us  a 
bottle  of  his  "  Golden  Seal  cough-syrup  and  stomachic  tonic  " 
(a  happy  combination),  encloses  a  copy  of  his  Monthly  News, 
which  isaf  our- page  sheet  he  distributes  amongst  his  customers. 
There  is  some  varied  reading  in  it,  and  the  news  paragraphs 
are  catchy.  Here  is  one  of  them — an  old  chestnut  with  a 
new  flavour : — "  We  have  all  heard  of  the  stranger  who 
could  not  understand  how  the  Scotch  servant  lassie  wanted 
him  to  have  a  pig  in  the  bed.  The  time  is  here  again  for 
pigs  in  the  bed,  or  if  not  a  pig  a  rubber  hot-water  bottle.  I 
have  some  to  hand,"  &c. 

Effervescent  Fbuit  Tablets  — Messrs.  John  Richardson 
&  Co  ,  Leicester  (Limited),  submit  to  us  samples  of  their  new 
effervescent  thirst-quenchers,  which  are  in  the  form  of  com- 
pressed tablets  flavoured  with  various  fruit  odours.  The 
composition  of  the  tablets  is  such  that  when  one  is  placed  in 
the  mouth  it  gradually  dissolves  away  without  crumbling, 
while  creating  a  delicious  coolness  in  the  month  and  pro- 
voking a  flow  of  saliva.  The  firm  claim  that  the  tablets  are 
essentially  something  new.  We  have  no  doubt  that 
wherever  the  tablets  are  introduced  they  will  find  a  ready 
sale.  The  manufacturers  supply  them  in  bulk,  also  in  small 
bottles  for  the  vest-pocket. 

Asthma  Cures — The  manner  in  which  Messrs.  Potter  & 
Clarke,  the  well  known  botanic  druggists,  are  pushing  their 
asthma  cures  predicates  good  business  in  that  line  of  goods 
during  the  coming  months.  They  put  up  a  datura  cure  in 
shilling  tins,  and  supply  retailers  with  free  samples  for 
distribution  amongst  the  suffering,  and  these  are  supple- 
mented by  most  artistic  counter-showcards.  They  also  make 
stramonium  cigarettes,  and  cubeb  and  datura  tatula  cigarettes, 
bDth  of  which  are  done  up  neatly  and  sell  cheaply.  It  is 
characteristic  of  the  firm  that  they  place  these  articles  on  the 
market  entirely  upon  their  merits,  and  to  show  their  con- 
fidence in  them  offer  to  send  samples,  showcards,  &c  ,  to  any 
chemist  who  asks  for  them.  The  firm  should  for  this  purpose 
be  addressed  at  5  to  7  Raven  Row,  Artillery  Lane,  London,  E  C_ 

"Vitos"  Specialities. — We  have  for  some  weeks  had 
under  trial  a  new  liquid  dentifrice,  the  "Vitos,"  which  is 
manufactured  by  Messrs.  Forbes,  Abbot  &  Lennard,  of  East 
Greenwich.  It  is  a  red  floid,  of  pleasant  taste  and  aroma, 
and  has  the  antiseptic  properties  of  "Vitos"  to  which  we 
shall  presently  refer.  While  there  are  points  of  resemblance 
between  this  new  dentifrice  and  others  which  have  become 
popular,  it  is  distinctly  a  novel  preparation,  and  put  up  in  new 
style  to  retail  at  Is.  and  2s  per  bottle.  "  Vitos  "  is  itself 
an  antiseptic  and  disinfectant  of  the  coal-tar  class,  but  free 
from  carbolic  acid,  and  claimed  to  be  more  powerful  than 
the  acid.  It  is  a  sy  ropy,  amber-coloured  flaid,  which  mixe3 
with  water  to  form  an  opalescent  solution.  Dr.  E.  Klein  has 
compared  "  Vitos "  bacteriologically  with  pure  phenol, 
and  the  results  thow  in  the  case,  for  example,  of  the 
anthrax  bacillus  that  while  the  spores  of  the  organism 
exposed  to  2  par  cent,  phenol  solution  for  twenty  fou:  hours 
retained  their  vitality  and  cave  a  culture  at  the  end  of  that 
lime  in  broth,  2  per  cent  "  Vitos"  quite  destroyed  the  spores, 
and  the  mixture  would  give  no  culture  at  the  end  of  the 


twenty-four  hours  ;  in  fact,  2  per  cent,  of  "  Vitos  "  suffices  to 
sterilise  most  pathogenic  organisms  in  fifteen  minutes.  The 
disinfectant  is  put  up  in  triangular  bottles  to  retail  at  1Q(T. 
and  Is.  6d.  as  well  as  in  large  cans,  and  as  an  elegant  and 
reliable  novelty  it  is  woith  attention. 

Jebezcona  Wine. — This  is  the  name  which  Messrs.  Hertz 
&  Collingwood,  38  Leadenhall  Street,  and  Sussex  Place,  E  C, 
have  given  to  a  new  medicinal  wine  which  they  have  intro- 
duced. It  differs  entirely  from  popular  medicinal  wines 
hitherto  introduced  in  respect  to  the  fact  that  a  good  sherry 
is  its  basis,  and  b^drobromic  cinchona  is  the  medicinal 
agent  incorporated  with  it.  One  of  our  reporters  at  the 
Biewers'  Exhibition  fairly  stated  the  case  when  he  said  that 
it  is  a  standardised  sherry  and  bitters  ;  indeed,  it  is  as  such 
that  it  is  put  forward,  and  it  is  obvious  that  it  will  create 
entirely  new  business  for  chemists  and  druggists  who  have  a 
wine- licence,  We  have  somewhat  critically  examined  a 
sample  of  the  wine  submitted  to  us  for  that  purpose,  and  the 
following  is  a  brief  summary  of  our  results  -.—The  specific 
gravity  of  the  wine  was  found  to  be  1  005,  the  alcoholic- 
strength  equal  to  32  per  cent,  proof  spirit,  and  the  solids,, 
dried  at  100°  C,  amounted  to  6  1  per  cent.,  but  the  residue 
showed  evidence  of  charring  and  was  not  water-free.  The 
makers  state  that  the  wine  contains  in  each  ounce  5  minims 
of  liquor  cinchonas  hydrobrom.  (Fletcher),  the  presence  of 
which  was  readily  detected  in  the  residue  by  the  odour,  and 
unmistakeable  hydrobromic  and  alkaloidal  reactions,  which 
observation  was  corroborated  by  treating  the  alcohol  free 
wine  with  the  re-agents.  It  was,  of  course,  out  of  the 
question  to  estimate  the  percentage  of  alkaloids  present,  but 
we  are  satisfied  that  the  makers'  statement  as  to  quantity  is 
correct,  and  that  they  have  introduced  an  excellent  prepara- 
tion. It  is  put  up  in  amber  coloured  bottles  to  retail  at- 
3s.  6d ,  and  there  are  miniatuie  sample  b;ttles  to  sell  at  6d» 


Grat>e*flDarft0  Hppliefc  for. 


(From  the  "  Trade  Marls  Journal?  November  13,  1895.) 

"Valdene";  for  depilatories  and  unhairing  materials  u;ecl 
in  the  preparations  of  skins,  &.c.  By  The  Valdene 
Chemical  Company  (Limited),  42  Castle  Street,  Liverpool. 
189,111. 

Combination  of  devices  on  label,  with  wording  ;  for  a 
medicinal  powder  for  human  use.  By  Prinz  Friedrich- 
Wilhelm  Barella.  Friedrichstrasse  220,  Berlin,  patent- 
medicine  proprietor. 

"John  Davidson,"  being  signature  of  applicant;  for  ar* 
eye-ointment  for  human  use.  By  John  Davidson,  154- 
South  Eldon  Street,  South  Shields,  Durham,  herbalist. 
189,633. 

"Tereabona,"  and  device  of  floral  label  with  wording, 
togt  ther  with  two  armed  Oriental  figures  ;  for  tea.  By 
The  Terrabona  Company  (Limited),  31  Minories,  London. 
190,057.  The  essential  particulars  are  the  combination 
of  devices  and  the  word  '•  Teirabona." 

"  Snowflake,"  within  a  stellate  crystal  design;  for  a  soft 
soap.  By  T.  Hodgkinson,  Prestons  &  King.  88  Leaden- 
hall Street,  London.  189,058. 

D-vice  of  compass ;  for  mineral  and  a;;rated  waters.  By  W.  E„ 
Johnson  &  Co  ,  67  Leeds  Stree\  Li  verpool,  export  bottlers. 
189,969. 

"Mayfield  Lilly's  Labreh";  foT  herbal  cigiTettes.  By 
M.  A.  Lilly,  35  Colston  Street,  Bristol,  patent-medicine 
propiietor.  189.874. 

"Jenkins'  Univeesal  Specific  Condition  Powdeb,"  on 
design  of  horse,  cow,  shi ep,  p'g,  and  ccck  superposed, 
together  with  signature  of  applicant;  for  a  condition- 
powder.  ByP.G  Jenkins, Universal  Steam- mills,  3  St.  John 
Street,  Whitland,  South  Wales,  cattle-spice  manufac- 
turer. 190,281.  The  es.'en'ial  particulars  are  the  com- 
bination of  devices  and  the  faesimi'o  signature. 

"  Anolel  "  and  "  Bell  Tree  "  ;  for  perfumed  soaps.  By  A. 
Whitelaw.  87  Sydrey  Stiett,  Gla'gow,  soap  manufac- 
turer. 190,513-4. 
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pricet  actually  paid  for  large 
quantities  In  tali.  In  many  cases  allowances  have  to  be  added  be/ore 
ordinary  prices  can  be  ascertained.  Frequently  goods  must  be  picked  and 
sorted  to  suit  the  demands  of  the  retail  trade,  causing  much  labour  and 
tht  accumulation  of  rejections,  not  all  of  uhich  are  suitable  even  for 
manufacturing  purposes.  Further  points  uhich  should  be  borne  in  mind 
are  that  distributor  generally  has  to  bear  the  bulk  of  the  freight-charges 
on  the  goods  on  their  way  from  the  producer  to  the  retailer,  and  that  for 
many  articles  the  range  of  quality  is  very  wide. 


42  CA2TNOXT  STREET,  E.  C,  November  21. 

WE  have  to  report  a  quiet  week  in  the  markets,  although 
several  articles  are  again  quoted  at  higher  rates.  In 
fine  chemicals  there  has  been  an  advance  in  tannic  acid,  but 
gallic  remains  for  the  moment  unaltered.  Citric  and  tartaric 
acids  are  tending  easier,  owing  to  a  strong  "bear"  move- 
ment and  cream  of  tartar  is  maintained  with  difficulty. 
The  price  of  German  refined  camphor  has  been  reduced, 
and  English  manufacturers  are  reported  as  being  very 
wobbly.  Quinine  shows  no  change,  while  caffeine  re- 
mains quiet  but  steady.  There  has  been  no  altera- 
tion in  borax.  Chrysophanic  acid  is  very  scarce  and 
dearer.  Sugar  of  milk  is  also  quoted  higher,  and  glyce- 
rine has  advanced  two  or  three  times  in  the  course  of  the 
week.  In  drugs  there  have  been  several  movements  towards 
higher  rates.  Saffron  has  been  run  up  about  20  per  cent , 
owing  to  alarmist  reports  with  regard  to  the  new  crop. 
Colocynth  is  also  reported  scarce  and  dear.  Copaiba 
balsam  has  somewhat  improved,  and  Peru  balsam  main- 
tains its  price  very  well.  The  camphor  market  is  slightly 
firmer.  In  essential  oils  we  have  to  report  a  farther 
advance  in  cassia,  a  strong  upward  movement  in  star- 
anise  oil,  firmer  sales  for  HGH  oil  of  peppermint, 
eucalyptus  oil,  and  oils  of  lemon  and  citronella. 
Orris  root  is  slightly  weaker.  The  opium  market  shows  no 
change,  but  cod-liver  oil  has  strengthened  during  the  week. 
Fine  civet  keeps  firm,  but  musk  is  dull  of  sale.  The  prices 
of  gum  tragacanth  and  virgin  scammony  resin  are  very  well 
maintained.  In  articles  more  or  less  allied  to  the  drug- 
departments,  there  have  been  few  changes.  Coal-tar  pro- 
ducts are  tending  upwards  very  stroDgly.  Benzoles 
have  greatly  advanced.  Aniline  salts  are  also  dearer. 
Toluol  is  a  strong  market,  and  mirbane  oil  is  tending 
slightly  higher.  The  market  for  all  kinds  of  galls 
is  firmer  with  a  higher  tendency.  Shellac  has 
been  rather  easier  during  the  week,  but  closes  with  a 
better  inquiry  on  the  spot  at  firmer  prices.  Turmeric 
is  very  dull  of  sale,  and  especially  for  Chinese.  Antimony  is 
quoted  lower,  and  quicksilver  is  dull  of  sale.  There  have  been 
no  alterations  of  any  importance  in  heavy  chemicals,  such  as 
soda  and  potash  salts.  In  the  spice-market  Jamaica  ginger 
is  again  dearer,  while  Zanzibar  cloves  sold  lower  at  auction. 
Cassia  lignea  is  firmly  held  and  tending  higher ; 
nutmegs,  mace,  and  pimento  are  dull  of  sale,  while 
pepper  is  decidedly  easier.  Ia  oils  we  have 
to  report  a  considerable  upward  movement  in  petroleum, 
which  is  again  being  engineered  by  American  interests. 
To  day's  quotations  are  6g<2,  to  8^d.  per  gallon  for  American 


according  to  brand,  and  from  6^d.  to  6f3.  for  Kussian 
oil.  Turpentine  is  slightly  firmer,  at  20s.  l±d.  on  the  spot 
for  American.  Olive  oil  steadily  held,  but  without  alteration 
in  price.  Palm  oil  is  quoted  at  22s.  6d.  for  fine  Lagos, 
and  cocoacut  oil  remains  steady  for  all  varieties.  Linseed 
oil  is  easier,  at  19s.  6d.  per  cwt.  Ripe  oil  also  lower,  at 
22s.  3d.  for  crude  and  24s.  for  refined  oil.  Cotton-ssed  oil 
is  also  slightly  easier,  at  15s.  for  crude  and  17s.  \\d.  up  to 
17s.  9d  for  refined,  according  to  brand.  The  Bank-rate  re- 
mains at  2  per  cent.,  and  to-day's  price  of  bar  silver  is  3Q^d,t 
which  is  £d.  below  last  Friday's  quotation. 


Oar  Smyrna  correspondent  wires  to-day  tha^,  in  con- 
sequence of  unfavourable  weather,  which  it  is  believed  will 
Q  !um  affect  the  prospect  of  the  autumn  sowings, 

Telegram.      speculators  have  come  into  the  market,  and 
are  buying  at  higher  prices,  the  parity  of 
7s.  <Xd.  per  lb.  having  been  paid  for  fair  current  Tale  quale, 
f.o.b. 


The  Amsterdam  cinchona  auctions  for  1896  will  be  held 
Cinchona  on  the  following  dates  : — January  16,  Febru- 
sales.  ary  20,  March  26,  April  30,  June  11,  July  16, 

August  26,  October  1,  November  5,  and  December  10. 


According  to  a  paper  read  by  Mr.  P.  Jensen  at  the* 
Washington  State  Pharmaceutical  Association,  the  supply  of 
The  Cascara  geouine  cascara  sagrada  will  be  exhausted 
Sagrada  within  a  very  few  years,  unless  the  collection 
Supply  be  regulated  by  law.    Says  Mr.  Jensen  : — "To 

the  untutored  mind  the  '  bearberry '  bark,  as  it  is  locally 
but  erroneously  called,  is  a  cure-all,  and  to  secure  a  small 
piece  of  bark  a  large  tree  is  generally  deprived  of  its  bark  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  kill  it.  The  professional  bark-hunter, 
who  generally  indiscriminately  peels  alder,  American  ash, 
quacking  aspen,  dogwood  and  Rhamnus  californica  and 
Rhamnus  PursMana,  peels  young  trees  and  old  with  no 
thought  of  the  future.  I  have  been  informed  that  the 
conditions  are  the  same  all  through  the  cascara  belt  of 
Oregon  and  California  "  Mr.  Jensen  recommends  that  the 
Committee  on  Legislation  be  instructed  to  investigate  if  any- 
thing can  be  done  to  protect  this  valuable  drug. 


On  June  30,  the  close  of  the  administrative  year,  the  total 
number  of  living  cinchona  plants  at  the  Government  cin- 
chona plantations  in  Sikkim  and  at  Nimbong,  excluding  the 
nursery  stock  at  the  close  of  the  year,  was  3,927,501.  The 
crop  of  the  year  amounted  to  500,534  lbs.  of 
Bengal     dry  bark,  of  which  295,054  lbs.  were  obtained 

^nchona"1  fr0m  the  treeS  uProoted  on  the  Government 
plantation  in  Sikkim,  and  205,480  lbs.  were 
collected  from  the  trees  uprooted  at  Nimbong.  The  out- 
turn of  bark  per  tree  was  over  1  lb.,  as  compared  with  less 
than  h  lb.  per  tree  in  the  preceding  year,  when  the  majority 
of  trees  cropped  were  dwarfed  and  feeble.  The  whole  crop, 
less  1,959  lbs.  sold  to  a  medical  depot  and  to  other  pur- 
chasers, was,  as  usual,  made  over  to  the  Cinchona  Factory 
for  disposal.  The  out-turn  of  the  factory  was  8,318  lbs.  of 
sulphate  of  quinine,  the  produce  of  393,150  lbs.  of  yellow 
bark,  and  4,032  lbs.  of  cinchona  febrifuge,  the  yield  from 
105,560  lbs.  of  red  bark. 


We  have  from  time  to  time  referred  to  the  efforts  that  re- 
being  made  in  Turkey  (chiefly  in  the  neighbourhood  of 

Broussa,  in  Anatolia)  to  establish  an  otto-of- 
i^Turkey056   rose  industry.  Those  who  chiefly  concern  them, 

selves  with  rose-growing  are  Mohammedans 
emigrants  fiorn  Bulgaria.  They,  and  others  connected  with 
the  business,  have  lately  asked  the  Turkish  government  for 
some  measure  of  support.  In  answer  to  this  petition  the 
Sultan  has  issued  an  Irade,  announcing  that  their  rose-planta- 
tions will  be  esenpt  from  all  taxation  for  five  years,  that 
during  that  period  they  will  not  have  to  pay  any  export  duty 
on  otto  s"ent  out  of  the  country,  and  that  all  materials 
required  by  them  for  the  carrying  on  of  their  industry  will 
be  admitted  into  Turkey  free  from  import  duty. 
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The  Government  authorities  of  Smyrna  have  issued  a  decree 
forbidding  the  importation  of  potash  containing  less  than  50 
or  more  than  64  per  cant,  of  K,003    One  of  the 
Potash  im-  chief  uses  to  which  potash  is  put  in  Smyrna  is 

ports  into  .     .  f    ,,  •  •     •   j     l.  T4. 

Smyrna.    f°r  drying  grapes  in  the  raisin-industry.  it 

has  been  found  that  several  parcels  of  potash 
have  lately  been  imported  which  injuriously  affected  the 
grapes  to  which  the  substance  was  applied,  aud  oa  this 
account  the  authorities  recently  refused  to  admit  a  big  con- 
signment of  potash,  their  refusal  being  followed,  shortly 
afterwards,  by  the  decree  referred  to.  Upon  representations 
made  by  the  trading  interests  concerned,  the  authorities 
have  consented,  however,  that  the  decree  should  be  suspended 
in  respect  to  parcels  of  potash  already  ordered  for  this 
season's  raisin-crop. 


Acetanilid  continues  to  be  very  firm,  with  a  tendency 
towards  a  further  advance;  Is.',  2d.  per  lb.  seems  to  be 
the  bottom  price.  The  improved  position  is  la'gely  due  to 
the  increased  cost  of  the  raw  material. 

Acid  (Chrvsophanic)  is  again  quoted  higher  on  account 
of  the  continued  scarcity  of  araroba.  It  appears  there  is 
little,  if  any,  to  be  had  below  18.5.  per  lb.,  while  we  hear  of 
quotations  up  to  20s.  per  lb.  A  few  days  ago  one  the  British 
manufacturers  quoted  17*.  per  lb. 

Acm  (Citbic). — The  English  manufacturers  keep  their 
prices  unaltered,  at  Is.  3d.  per  lb.  ;  but  second-hand  owners 
are  again  quotiDg  at  lower  rates  than  last  week,  and  a 
determined  attempt  is  made  in  some  quarters  to  break  the 
market,  the  lowest  second-hand  quotation  being  Is.  2\d.  per 
lb.    Concentrated  juice  is  quoted  at  13Z.  5s.  per  pipe,  t.o.b. 

Acid  (Oxalic). — Steady  at  3%d.  per  lb.,  delivered  in 
London. 

Acid  (Tannic) — There  has  this  week  been  a  decided 
movement  in  tannic  acid,  the  price  of  which  had  been 
depressed  for  a  considerable  time  by  serious  over-production. 
A  few  days  ago  sales  of  B.P.  quality  Ltviss  were  made  below 
1*.  Id.  per  lb.,  but  since  then  several  of  the  makers  have 
raised  their  quotations,  and  to-day  Is.  8d,.  would  probably  be 
the  bottom  figure  ;  even  this  is  not  at  all  equivalent  to  the 
advance  in  the  crude  article.  For  technical  tannic  acid  Is. 
per  lb.  seems  to  be  still  the  lowest  figure,  although  some 
makers  require  more.  In  Gallic  acid  no  alteration  has  yet 
been  announced. 

Acid  (Tartaric)  cannot  be  had  under  Is.  Id.  per  lb. 
from  the  English  makers,  although  in  second  hand  the  posi- 
tion is  decidedly  easier  ;  and  Foreign  acid  offers  at  Is.  \\d. 
per  lb. 

Alcohol  (Methylated)  is  quoted  at  Is.  6^.  per  gallon. 

Balsam  Copaiba. — The  parcel  of  Para  referred  to  in  our 
last  week's  report  as  bought  in  at  Is.  10£d.  per  lb.  Part  of 
it,  we  understand,  has  been  sold  since  the  sales  at  Is.  lOd. 
The  demand  for  copaiba  all  round  has  been  strong,  and 
prices  are  higher.  Sales  of  good  thick  Maranham  are  re- 
ported at  Is.  IQd.  per  lb ,  which  now  seem  to  be  the  bottom 
quotation  for  that  variety. 

Balsam  Peru.- .-There  is  scarcely  any  Peru  balsam  of 
fine  quality  to  be  had  on  the  spot,  10s.  being  the  bottom 
quotation  for  such  quality.  For  shipment,  however,  some 
holders  offer  at  low  figures— 8s.  9d.  per  lb.  is  given  us  as  one 
quotation,  but  this  we  have  not  been  able  to  confirm. 

BALSAM  Tolu. — Sales  of  fine  genuine  quality  have  been 
made  this  week  at  2s.  3d.  per  lb.  on  the  spot.  The  asking 
price  at  present  is  2.?.  9d.  per  lb. 

Borax.— Remains  at  20s.  for  borax  crystals,  21s.  for 
powder,  30s.  for  boracic  acid  crystals,  and  32s.  for  boracic 
acid  powder.  These  prices  continue  to  be  slightly  shaded 
by  outside  makers.  It  is  now  stated  that,  so  far  from  con- 
templating a  reduction,  the  syndicated  manufacturers  are 
seriously  considering  the  advisability  of  advancing  their 
quotations  at  the  beginning  of  nest  month. 

Caffeine— Steady.  The  general  quotation  is  19s  per  lb., 
but  for  100-lb.  lots  18s.,  it  is  said,  would  be  accepted.  It  is 
very  doubtful,  however,  whether  the  last-named  figure 
applies  to  "  spot "  stuff.  For  December-January  18s.  is  quoted. 


Camphor  (Crude).— The  syndicate  brokers  have  not 
made  many  further  purchases  this  week ;  but,  notwithstanding 
this,  the  market  is  decidedly  firmer,  and  cablegrams  from 
Japan  announce  that  there  is  little  or  nothing  to  be  had  at 
present.  The  quotation  for  Japanese  camphor  is  nominally 
185s.  per  cwt.,  ci.f.  terms,  for  November  to  January  ship- 
ment. For mosan  is  quoted  nominally  at  180s  ,  c  i.f.,  in  the 
same  position  ;  but  it  is  doubtful  whether  it  would  be  possible 
actually  to  buy  at  that  figure.  The  business  done  consists 
of  several  hundreds  of  piculs  of  Formosan  camphor  at 
177s.  6^.  per  cwt.,  ci.f.,  for  November-January  shipment; 
and  it  is  also  said  that  Formosan  gum  has  been  sold  at 
178s.  6d.,  ci.f.,  for  November-January,  and  Japanese  at 
185s.,  ci.f.,  for  September  shipment. 

Camphor  (Refined). — There  has  been  no  change  in  the 
quotations  of  English  refined  camphor,  but  the  German  manu- 
facturers have  reduced  their  quotations  by  Id.  per  lb., 
and  now  offer  bells  in  parcels  of  1  ton  or  more  at  2s.  0|<2., 
in  parcels  of  |  to  1  ton  at  2s.  Id.,  and  in  lots  of  from  5  to 
10  cwt.  at  2s.  i\d.  per  lb.  for  delivery  up  to  the  end  of  the 
present  year.  One  firm,  indeed,  cannot  supply  tablets  at 
present.  Other  makers,  however,  have  proportionately  re- 
duced the  price  of  tablets.  The  cause  of  the  reduction  is 
said  to  be  the  persistent  underselling  by  second  hand  holders. 
These  continue  to  shade  the  reduced  refiners'  price.  The 
English  refiners  are  said  to  contemplate  a  reduction  in 
price. 

Cantharides.— The  current  price  for  good  Russian  flies 
on  the  spot  in  London  is  2s.  2d.  per  lb.,  or  2s.  per  lb.,  ci.f. 
terms. 

Civet. — Ordinary  qualities  are  very  plentiful,  but  nearly 
the  whole  of  what  is  available  of  this  kind  is  so  adulterated 
as  to  be  scarcely  worth  buying.  For  fine  civet  50s.  remains 
the  lowest  quotation. 

Colocynth. — It  is  reported  that  the  entire  crop  of 
Turkish  colocynth  to  be  exported  from  Jaffa  this  season  will 
only  amount  to  about  46  cases.  The  market  is  firmer  since 
the  last  sales,  good  Turkish  apple  having  been  sold  at 
2s.  Qhd.,  and  afterwards  2s  6d.  per  lb.  The  last-named! 
figure  is  now  the  bottom  quotation.  Good  Spanish  colocynth 
is  generally  held  at  Is.  6d.  per  lb. 

Cream  of  Tartar — In  spite  of  the  determined  effort 
which  is  beicg  made  on  the  part  of  some  dealers  to  break 
down  the  market,  the  price  has  remained  almost  stationary 
this  week.  Pondered  cream  of  tartar  is  quoted  at  from  98s. 
to  100s.  per  cwt.,  according  to  quality,  while  for  best  white 
French  crystals,  the  price  runs  from  96s.  to  97s.  per  cwt. 
From  Bordeaux,  however,  the  quotations  to-day  are  again 
lower — viz  ,  89s.  to  90s.  per  cwt.  f.o.b. 

Cumin- seed. — There  have  been  somewhat  considerable 
arrivals  lately,  but  there  is  no  charge  in  the  quotation  of 
Maltese  cumin. 

Ergot  of  Rye. — A  very  dull  market,  without  alteration  in 
the  position. 

Galls — The  market  for  Persian  and  Anatolian  galls 
remains  exceedingly  firm  ;  but  there  has  been  little  business 
recently,  and  quotations  remain  unchanged.  Some  sales  of 
Morca  galls,  for  forward  delivery,  have  recently  been  made 
at  26s.  6d.  per  cwt,  c  i.f.  For  good  blue  Persian  galls  62s.  6d. 
per  cwt.  has  been  paid.  Sales  of  plum-shaped  Chinese  galls 
have  been  made  this  week  at  57s.  6d.,  ci  f.,  for  December- 
January  and  January- Ft bruary  shipment. 

Ginger. — Jamaican  ginger  remains  very  scarce,  especially 
in  fine  qualities.  At  auction  this  week  prices  again  ruled 
higher.  For  30  bags  lean,  common  Rnatoon,  imported  via 
Amsterdam,  74s.  6d.  to  85s.  per  cwt.  was  paid.  Low 
medium  scraped  realised  from  86s.  6^.  to  87s.  6d.  per  cwt. 
Cochin  ginger  remains  dull  of  sale. 

Glycerine. — Most  of  the  German  manufacturers  have 
again  advanced  their  quotations  this  week  and  now  quote 
67s.  for  double  distilled,  German  s.g.  1-260.  There  is  little  to- 
be  had  in  second-hand  much  below  those  prices,  and  we 
believe  that  sales  from  second-hand  holders  have  been  made 
this  week  at  65s.  per  cwt.  Certain  German  brands  are,  as 
usual,  quoted  considerably  above  the  figures  given  by  us. 
A  further  advance  of  Is  per  cwt.  for  double  distilled  s.g. 
1260  is  announced  to-day,  the  mikers'  quotation  being  now 
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68s.  for  that  description.  The  market  is  firm,  and  higher 
figures  are  anticipated. 

Gum  Acacia. — There  have  been  some  arrival  of  Gehzira 
gum,  for  which  the  importers  require  from  45*.  to  50*.  per 
cwt.  Some  business  has  been  done  in  Soudan  sorts,  at  from 
'65s.  per  cwt.  for  fine  soft  downwards  to  40*.  for  common 
quality.  The  supply  of  fine  gum  is  now  very  heavy.  In 
Trieste  picked  gum  there  is  no  alteration  to  report.  Fine 
Persian  sorts  have  been  selling  at  14*  ,  and  good  small  pale 
selected  at  26*.  per  cwt. 

Gum  Mastic  still  remains  slow  of  sale,  with  small 
transactions  at  1*.  \Qd.  per  lb.  for  fine  pale  tear. 

Gum  Tbagacanth  remains  firm,  with  a  steady  trade  in 
Bagdad  descriptions  at  high  prices.  Fine  druggists'  is  quoted 
at  142. 10*.  per  cwt. 

Insect-flowebs.— Business,  as  may  be  expected  at  this 
time  of  the  year,  is  practically  at  a  standstill.  The  statistical 
position  of  the  article  however  is  very  strong,  and  at  the  end 
•of  October  the  first-hand  stock  of  insect-flowers  in  Trieste 
was  only  half  of  what  it  was  on  the  same  date  last  year, 
and  smaller  than  at  any  time  of  the  corresponding  date  of 
the  previous  four  years.  The  quotations  are  as  follows  : — 
Open  flowers  from  60*.  to  6?*.  per  cwt. ;  half  closed,  according 
to  quality,  67s.  to  92*.,  and  closed  flowers,  ordinary  to  finest 
from  104*.  to  136s.  per  cwt.  f.o.b. 

LiQUOBlCE.—  Sales  of  ordinary  rough  Persian  root  have 
'lately  been  made  at  7*.  to  7*.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Musk. — Quotations  remain  nominally  unaltered,  but  the 
market  has  become  very  quiet,  and  the  sanguine  expectations 
which  some  holders  recently  entertained  have  not  been  quite 
realised  up  to  the  present. 

Oil  (Cod-liver)  is  now  at  last  beginning  to  show  signs 
of  further  movement.  One  of  the  largest  Norwegian,  dealers 
■has  this  week  raised  his  quotation  for  finest  con-congealing 
Norwegian  oil  to  10Z.  per  barrel,  but  other  holders  are  still 
sellers  at  from  175*.  to  180*.  per  barrel.  .Newfoundland  oil 
of  good  quality  could  still  be  had  early  this  week  at  5*.  per 
gallon,  but  we  hear  that  owners  are  now  disposed  to  ask 
5s.  6d  ,  and  even  talk  of  expecting  to  raise  their  price  to  6*. 
shortly. 

Oil  (Mybb&ne). — This  article,  which  has  been  very  cheap 
for  a  considerable  time,  is  rising,  on  account  of  the  geceral 
advance  in  benzol.  At  present  good  white  quality  can  still 
be  had  at  from  6d.  to  6±d.  per  lb  ,  which  shows  an  advance 
of  only  \d.  on  the  last  quotations.  There  is  every  prospect 
that  there  will  soon  be  a  further  rise. 

Oils  (Essential)  —There  has  been  a  further  considerable 
advance  in  Oil  of  cassia,  a  sale  of  a  fine  parcel,  containing 
from  85  to  86  per  cent,  of  cinnamic  aldehyde,  having  been 
made  at  10s.  per  lb.  The  usual  commercial  quality  is  very 
•difficult  to  obtain  at  present,  most  of  the  oil  offering  being 
of  common  grade,  45  to  50  per  cent  oil  offering  on  the  spot 
at  the  high  figure  of  7s.  6d.  per  lb. ;  for  70-75  per  cent, 
oil  10s.  per  lb.  is  also  asked  to-day.  American  Oil  of 
peppermint  is  very  firm ;  10*.  3d.  is  the  current  qaotation 
for  HGH  oil,  but  10s.  lhd.  would  possibly  still  be  accepted. 
There  has  been  a  considerable  movement  in  Star- anise  oil 
this  week,  mainly  owing  to  purchases  for  American  account. 
Sales  were  made  on  Wednesday  on  the  spot  at  from  8*  lQ\d. 
up  to  9s.  3d.,  and  since  then  9s.  6d  has  been  paid.  At  that 
figure  there  would,  however,  still  be  sellers  to-day.  The 
quotation  for  shipment  is  now  8*.  lid.  per  lb  ,  c  i  f.  terms, 
■October-November  and  November-December  shipment.  It 
is  said  that  about  150  cases  have  been  sold  during  the  last 
■few  days  for  shipment  and  on  the  spot.  Lemongrass.  oil  is 
firmly  held  at  2s.  per  oz  on  the  spot.  Oil  of  citronella  is 
again  dearer,  1*  5d.  per  lb.  having  been  paid  on  the  spot  for 
tin  oil,  and  holders  being  now  disposed  to  ask  Is.  6d.  for 
that  variety.  The  last  business  for  shipment  was  at  the 
•rate  of  Is.  <\d.  per  lb  ,  c  i  f.,  and  it  is  believed  there  are  now 
buyers  at  Is.  bd  per  lb.  for  drums,  but  no  sellers.  In  Oil  of 
'eucalyptus  there  has  been  also  a  good  trade.  Several 
transactions  have  been  made  at  firm  prices,  and  one  parcel  of 
rather  dark  oil,  of  Globulus  character,  which  was  offered  at  the 
last  auction,  has  since  been  sold  privately  &%  Is.  6d.  per  lb. 
Italian  essential  oils  are  generally  reported  to  be  rather 
better.  In  ail  of  lemon  a  sale  was  made  a  few  days  ago  at 
3s.  10$d  per  lb  f.o  b.  for  fair  commercial  quality,  but  the 


same  firm  now  again  quotes  4*.  6d.  per  lb.  for  that  grade.  It  is 
said  that  there  is  very  little  old  oil  left  in  stock  now,  and 
that  the  new  oil  is  coming  in  rather  later  than  was  expected 
owiDg  to  the  continued  drought.  The  quotations  for  Ber- 
gamot  are  rather  uncertain,  and  in  some  quarters  lower 
figures  are  mentioned.  Orange  oil  remain  scarce  and  high 
in  price. 

Opium. — The  market  in  London  has  been  very  quiet,  and 
although  the  stocks  of  Druggists'  and  Soft-shipping  qualities 
in  this  centre  are  rather  scnal),  and  the  average  quality  of 
the  new  crop  seem?  to  be  very  poor,  the  tone  of  the  opium 
is  rather  easier ;  but  no  considerable  decline  has  taken 
place,  as  anticipated,  bscause  it  is  thought  that,  if  prices 
fall  to  some  extent,  speculative  activity  will  set  in,  and 
prevent  a  further  breakdown.  The  quotations  remain  from 
10*.  6d.  to  11*.  6d.  per  lb.  for  good  to  fine  S'ft-shipping, 
7s  6d.  to  8*.  6d.  for  good  to  fine  Smyrna,  6s.  9d.  to  7s.  3d. 
for  second  druggists',  7s.  to  8s.  6d.  for  common  to  fine 
Constantinople,  and  from  lis.  to  13s.  per  lb.  for  Periian, 
according  to  quality. 

Oeris-ROOT  is  reported  several  shillings  lower  from  Italy, 
one  of  the  leading  speculators  having  been  forced  to  sell  the 
supplies  held  by  him.  Best  selected  Florentine  root  is  now 
offering  at  69s.  per  cwt.,  f.o.b. 

Quicksilver. — Unaltered  at  11  7s.  Gd.  per  bottle  from  the 
importers,  and  11.  5*.  6d.  in  second  hand. 

Quinine. — There  has  been  no  business  of  any  importance 
this  week.  Second-hand  German  bulk  quinine  offers  at 
Is.  l±d.  per  oz. 

Saffron  is  passing  through  a  peiicd  of  considerable 
excitement,  which,  however,  is  increased  by  certain  specu- 
lators above  the  limits  that  can  possibly  be  warranted.  It 
is  said  that  much  higher  prices  have  been  paid  last  week 
for  new  crop  saffron  by  dealers  »nd  speculators  in  Valencia, 
and  that  it  is  now  difficult  to  obtain  anything  at  all.  The 
quotation  for  finest  Valencia  saffron  has  risen  from  21*.  last 
Friday  up  to  30s.  to  31s.  per  lb.  today;  but  we  doubt 
whether  those  high  prices  will  be  quite  maintained,  although 
the  new  crop  is  said  to  te  only  a  quarter  of  that  of  last  year. 
Ordinary  qualities  are  quoted  at  27s.  per  lb  ,  arid  Alicante 
saffron  has  advanced  in  almost  the  some  proportion  as 
Valencia.  Sales  of  best  Valencia  saffron  have  been  made 
to  druggists  to-day  at  31s.  per  lb.  It  is  said  that  the 
difference  in  the  Spanish  exchange  at  the  present  time 
compared  with  the  period  (some  few  years  ago)  when 
saffron  temporarily  reached  the  price  of  60s.  per  lb.,  equals 
fully  10*.  per  lb.— in  other  words,  if  the  value  of  the 
Spanish  peseta  to-day  were  as  high  as  it  was  then,  saffron 
would  now  on  that  account  alone  be  10*.  per  lb.  dearer  than 
it  is. 

Scammony-BOOT  remains  exceedingly  scarce,  and 
quoted  nominally  at  50*.  per  cwt.  Of  Turkish  virgin  resin  a 
few  packages  of  first  quality  are  still  being  offered  at  very 
high  prices.  There  does  not  seem  to  be  anything  available 
in  commoner  qualities. 

Simabouba-b  ark  is  reported  to  be  very  scarce.  There  is 
hardly  anything  available  on  the  spot,  and  business  has 
lately  been  done  at  higher  prices. 

Soda-salts. — Bichromate  of  Soda  remains  unaltered,  at 
3frf  per  lb.  from  the  manufacturers.  Nitrate,  dull  of  sale, 
ac  8Z  2*.  6d.  to  81.  5s.  per  ton  for  refined.  Bicarbonate  is 
quoted  at  11.  5*.  per  ton,  landed.  Crystals  are  held  for 
4Zs  6d  per  ton,  ex  ship  or  wharf,  London.  The  quotation  in 
Liverpool  is  47*  6d.,  f.o.b.,  and  on  the  Tyne  42*.  6d.,  f.o.b. 
Caustic  steady,  at  11.  10*  to  11.  15*.  for  70-per-cent.  white 
on  the  spot.  The  quotation  for  60-per-cent.  in  Liverpool  is 
61.  10*.,  f.o.b.,  spot  or  1896  delivery. 

Soy. — Chinese  soy  remains  quiet.  Sales  were  made  a  few 
days  ago  at  Is.  per  gallon. 

Sug AB- of- Milk. — Pure  quality  is  now  held  for  as  much 
as  75*.  per  cwt. 

Tab-distillation  Pboducts. — A  great  advance  in  the 
price  of  benzol  has  been  cne  of  the  features  of  the 
chemical-market  lately.  To-day  90  per  cent,  is  quoted  at 
Is  3d.  to  Is.  9d.,  and  50  per  cent.  Is.  Id.  per  gallon.  Aniline 
salts  are  also  very  much  dearer.  Crude  naphtha  is  higher 
lor  30  per  cent. — viz.,  l\d.  to  8\d.  per  gal'on— while  for 


November  23,  1895 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


Solvent  naphtha  90  per  cent,  to  95  per  cent,  the  quotation  is 
Is.  2d.  per  gallon.  Creasote  is  now  quoted  at  l'^d.  to  l^d., 
liquid  at  2d.,  acd  Salts  21s.  6d.  Toluol  very  firm,  at  Is.  5d. 
per  lb.  I'ttcli  has  risen  to  the  extreme  figure  of  38s  ,  f.o.b. 
Refined  tar  offers  at  lis.  Qd.  per  barrel ;  Crude  at  lid.  to 
2d.  per  gallon. 

Teas. — Indians  are  coming  in  very  freely,  and  the  big 
sales  we  have  had  lately  are  trying  the  capacity  of  the 
market.  Dealers  cannot  absorb  an  indefinite  quantity,  and 
we  have  consequently  had  Pekoes  selling  this  week  from 
6^d.  to  9d  .  showing  really  magnificent  value,  especially  for 
teas  from  Id  to  8^/.  Over  this  range  really  good  teas  are 
apt  to  run  up  to  very  high  figures,  though,  with  so  many 
samples  to  taste,  prices  have  been  of  necessity  a  bit  irregular, 
and  here  and  there  some  very  good  teas  have  passed  the 
hammer  between  IQd.  and  Is.  Ceylons  on  Tuesday  were 
again  easier  for  lower  grades,  and  very  useful  common-leaf 
tea  sold  at  5}2d.  to  5%d.  per  lb.  Better  teas  were  steady,  and 
fine  teas  very  dear.  Importers  are  not  now  forcing  their 
Monicgs  on  to  the  Corgou  market  quite  so  relentlessly, 
and  there  has  been  some  reaction  from  the  very  low  rates 
of  a  fortnight  ago,  but  wonderful  value  can  still  be  had  in 
fine  first  and  second-crop  teas  from  6d.  to  8d. 

Turmeric  remains  slow  of  sale.  At  auction  on  Tuesday 
128  bags  Madras  sold  at  8s.  to  8s.  2d.  per  cwt.  for  good 
bright  finger,  partly  wjimy,  Of  Chinese  turmeric  143  nags 
iean  but  bright  finger,  mixed  with  [bulb,  sold  at  6s.  9d. 
per  cwt. 

Wax  (Japan) — Good  pale  squares  have  been  sold  at  27s. 
per  cwt.  on  the  spot. 


The  Amsterdam  Market. 

Our  Amsterdam  correspondent  writes  that  the  December 
cinchona  auctions  in  Amsteidam  will  probably  be  very  large 
—  nearly  5,500  packages,  in  all  probability.  The  Ojtober 
exports  of  bark  from  Java  have  also  been  unusually  heavy, 
viz.  1,100.000  half  kilos.  Under  these  circumstances  it  will 
be  surprising  if  prices  are  maintained,  and  the  prospect  of 
an  advance  seems  well-nigh  hopeless. 

At  the  last  cinchona  sales,  druggists'  barks  were  neglected 
-excepting  for  very  fine  qualities,  for  which  there  was  good 
competition.  These  varieties,  however,  are  nearly  all  held  for 
very  high  prices,  and  practically  nothing  was  sold. 

The  Liverpool  Drug  market. 

Our  Liverpool  correspondent,  writing  on  November  20,  sajs 
that  more  business  has  been  done  during  the  week  in 
Sierra  Leone  Chillies,  and  sales  of  prime  plump  red  have 
been  effected  at  37s.  6d.  cwt.  Lower  grades  range  in  value 
from  the  figure  tamed  down  to  30s.  cwt.  In  Gimns  full 
prices  continue  to  be  asked  for  the  limited  supplies  of  Soudan 
forts  which  are  offering,  and  a  moderate  demand  continues. 
Medium  qualities  are  still  sought  for,  and  the  selection  is 
rapidly  narrowing.  All  the  Brazilian  has  been  cleared  at 
22s.  6d.  cwt.,  and  Nir/tr  gum  is  also  in  some  request.  Small 
parcels  of  Kola  nuts  have  realised  up  to  8d.  lb.  from  the 
quay,  but  this  week  has  seen  only  small  arrivals.  The 
market  may  be  said  to  be  entirely  cleared  of  all  grades  of 
Chilian  beeswax  in  importers'  hands,  and  full  prices  have 
been  paid  for  all  that  has  changed  owners.  Several  parcels 
of  Gambia  (A.fiici*j)  beeswax  were  sold  with  strong  com- 
petition up  to  11.  2s.  6d.  cwt.  Castor  oil  has  been  in  good 
request,  and  notwithstanding  the  arrival  of  500  cases  of  good 
seconds  Calcutta  per  the  s.s.  Chancellor  the  market  is 
steady  at  2^ff.  ex  quay,  and  holders  of  lots  in  Store  now  want 
2\d.  per  lb.  First  pressure  French  is  held  at  2~d.  and  second 
pressure  at  2£d.  One  parcel  of  Madras  sold  at  2^d.  It  con- 
sisted of  40  barrels,  but  remaining  holders  ask2^d.  ib.  Balsam 
Copaiba :  Maranham  is  in  good  request,  and  holders  seem 
disincliEed  to  be  free  sellers  at  the  nominal  quotation  for 
bright,  which  are  Is.  IQd.  to  Is.  lid.  lb.,  and  talk  of  higher 
prices  in  the  near  future.  Cream  of  Tartar  is  steady  at  the 
rates  lately  rulicg. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

{  The  prices  of  articles  not  specially  quoted  remain  unaltered  since  the  time 
when  they  were  last  given  by  our  correspondents.) 

9  There  are  few  new  features  of  interest  to  note  in  the 
general  condition  of  the  chemical  market.  The  demand  all 
round,  bath  for  home  consumption  and  export,  continues 


fairly  good.  For  shipping  there  is  an  especially  good  inquiry 
from  the  United  States.  Prices  remain  steady  and  to  a 
great  extent  unaltered.  Bit  aching  powder  continues  to 
move  steadily.  Caustic  soda  somewhat  less  active  :  70  per- 
cent., 11.  5s.  to  11  15s. ;  60-per-cent.,  61.  Is  6d.  to  61.  15s.  per 
ton  net.  Soda,  crystals  quiet.  Hyposulphite  of  soda  scarce, 
with  good  demand  at  market  tates.  Nitrate  of  soda  un- 
changed. Bicarbonate  of  soda  steady  at  6/.  10s  to  61.  15s. 
Chlorate  of  soda  still  scarce,  value  being  about  6\d.  per  lb. 
Saltcake  quiet.  Silicate  of  soda  of  all  strengths  dull. 
Carbonate  of  barytes,  mineral,  very  steady  and  owners  are 
well  sold  ahead.  Precipitated  carbonate  of  barytes  a  shade 
easier.  Blanc  fixe  meets  with  good  inquiry  at  11.  5s.  per 
ton  net,  f.o.b.  Tjne,  in  8  to  9  cwt.  casks.  Chlorate  of  potash 
steady.  Yellow  prussiate  of  potash  firm,  1'^d.  to  8\d.  per  lb. 
according  to  make  and  quantity.  Sulphate  of  ammonia  is 
still  depressed  ;  233  tons  were  exported  from  Leith  last 
week.  Sulphocyanides  flat.  Sulphur  (recovered)  in  brisk 
demand  and  scarce,  at  31.  17s.  6d.  to  4Z.  per  ton  net  in  2-cwt. 
bags.  Roll  and  Flower  sulphurate,  however,  only  quiet,  at 
51.  10s  per  ton  for  the  former,  and  11.  10s  for  the  latter. 
In  Acetates  the  outlook  is  far  from  being  good.  The  ten- 
dency as  regards  prices  is  undoubtedly  downwards.  For 
Brown  acetate  of  lime  the  present  value  is  nominally  about 
51.  Is.  6d.  Acetate  of  lead  (brotvn)  161.  per  ton  less  2\  per 
cent.  Glasgow ;  ditto  (white')  231  per  ton.  less  2^  per  cent. 
Glasgow.  Nitrate  of  lead  in  poor  request.  Borax  quiet. 
South  Durham  Salt  steady;  9s  6d.  per  ton.  fob.  Tees,  for 
common  ;  blocks,  15s.  Best  qualities  of  Alum,  free  from 
iron,  in  better  request.  The  deliveries,  ex  contracts,  of 
Sulphate  of  alumina  show  an  increase,  and  next  year's 
prospects  are  promising.  Sulphate  of  copj'cr  firmer.  Green 
copperas  continues  in  strong  demand.  Phosphorus  is  firm, 
sticks  at  2s.  Id.  per  lb.  ;  wedges,  2s.  per  lb.  Arsenic  is  in 
limited  supply  with  fair  inquiry  at  late  rates.  Acids  tending 
lower.  Tartaric:  English,  Is  2d.  ■  foreign,  Is.  lhd.  Citric 
about  Is.  2\d.  Oxalic  3^d.  to  3|rf.  In  the  Oil  market  busi- 
ness shows  a  slight  in  provement ;  Cotton-sted  and  Olive  oils 
are  firm.  Palm  and  Linseed  oils  rather  quiet.  Refined 
petroleum  oil  shows  a  hardening  tendency,  Russian  being 
now  6},d.  per  gallon,  and  American  6fd.  to  8d.  per  gallon., 
accoidiDg  to  quality. 

The  American  Drug-market. 

Our  New  York  correspondent,  writing  on  November  13 
observes : — The  general  steadiness  which  has  characterised 
the  market  the  past  few  weeks  continues,  and  trade  is  almost 
normal  for  the  season.  The  principal  changes  are  as 
follows: — Carbolic  acid  has  advanced  ic.  per  lb.  Chryso- 
phconic  is  quoted  at  $4  to  #4  50  from  first-hands  ;  the  supply 
is  very  light.  Peru  and  Tolu  balsams  are  both  firm  ;  the 
quotations  now  are  $2  £0  for  the  former,  58s.  to  60 c  for  the 
latter.  Beans :  St.  Ignatius  are  quoted  at  30c  to  32c. ; 
Vanilla  are  firm,  prime  qualities  are  very  scarce,  and  com- 
mand #10  to  $12.  Caffeine  is  quoted  at  #6.75  to  $1  per  lb. 
Cocoa-butter:  All  the  manufacturers  have  advanced  their 
prices,  which  now  range  from  40c.  to  45c  ,  according  to 
make  and  the  size  of  packages.  Copper  sulphate  has  ad- 
vanced to  4c.  to  4^c ,  according  to  quantity.  For  Opium, 
the  prevailing  quotation  in  $  I  80  per  lb.  for  prime  quality  ; 
for  lower  grades  #1.70  is  asked,  and  this  could  probably  be 
shaded.  It  is  generally  given  out  that  lower  prices  will 
soon  rule,  both  for  the  drug  and  for  morphine.  The  quota- 
tion for  Morphia  in  bulk  is  still  #1.30  per  oz  Leaves  and 
Herbs:  Buchu,  short,  has  advanced  to  16c.  and  18c,  accord- 
ing to  quality  and  quantity;  the  long  is  quoted  at  20c.  to 
22c.  Coca  are  in  better  supply,  Huanocosell  at  30  i.  to  34c; 
Truxillo  20c.  to  24c.  Citronella  oil  has  advanced  to  37c.  for 
ordinary,  #1  for  Winter's.  Cod-liver  is  in  good  demand  ;  the 
market  is  firm  at  unchanged  prices.  Quinine  is  very  firm  at 
25c  per  oz  for  large  bulk.  Roots  :  Gentian  is  quoted  at  4c. 
to  4{c. ;  Golden  seal  22c.  to  24c  ;  Senega  (Western)  24c.  to 
26c ;  Southern  40c.  to  42c.  The  position  of  senega  is  interest- 
ing, and,  while  the  situation  hardly  warrants  any  immediate 
large  rise,  the  tendency  seems  decidedly  upwards.  Safrol  is 
quoted  at  27c  to  30c  Wax  (Japan)  is  quoted  at  6r,c.  to  7c. 
Quinine  has  been  in  active  demand  for  consumption,  and 
there  have  also  been  considerable  purchases  of  bulk  for 
people  outside  the  regular  trade,  indicating  that  they  were 
of  a  speculative  charae'er,  End  25c.  for  foreign  bulk  was 
freely  paid. 
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Memoranda  for  Correspondents. 

In  letters  for  publication  correspondents  are  requested  to  express  their  views 

as  concisely  as  possible. 
Correspondents  should  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only,  and  devote  a 

separate  piece  of  paper  to  each  subject  of  inquiry. 
The  name  and  address  of  the  writer  should  accompany  all  communications 

with,  if  desired,  a  distinctive  nom-de-plume. 


DISPENSING  NOTES. 


O irrespondents  should  consult  "The  Art  of  Dispensing"  in  regard  to  dis- 
pensing difficulties.  Difficulties  not  explained  therein  may  be  sent  to  the 
Editor,  who  invites  a  general  expression  of  opinion  upon  the  under- 
mentioned topics. 


Peculiar  Prescriptions. 
190/30.    M.  V.  S.  sends  the  following  :— 

Omura  cirpoon    . .   3ij. 

Sj.  in  water  two  or  three  times  a  day  to  relieve  pain  when  necessary. 

The  question  is,  What  is  "  omutn  carpoon  "  1  We  think  it  is 
a  perversion  of  omum  kapuhl,  or  flowers  of  omum  (ajowan) 
— i.e  ,  crude  thymol — and  we  think  a  l-in-40  spirit  of  the  oil 
of  ajowan,  or  Squire's  liquor  thymolie  would  meet  the  case. 
Perhaps  someone  with  experience  in  India  will  express  an 
opinion  on  the  matter. 


A  Peckham  subscriber  submits  a  prescription  which  ap- 
pears to  read  thus  : — ■ 

Aq.  menth.  pip.        ..       ..  ...  3viij. 

Ope  spongii  partibus  articanthus  applicand. 

The  word  in  italics  is  the  difficulty.  We  think  it  should  be 
articularibus,  so  that  jp.a.  will  mean,  literally,  jointed  parts, 
or  gouty  parts,  which  the  association  of  the  words  strictly 
implies. 


Strychnine  Mixtures. 

Sir, — Wiil  you  kindly  say  if  the  following  prescription  is 
a  safe  ore,  and  if  in  the  absence  of  the  principal,  I  was 
justified  in  declining  to  dispense  it  until  I  had  seen  the 
prescriber  1 — ■ 

Sp.  amnion  arom   3iij. 

Sp.  chloroformi       ..       ..       ...     ..  3ij. 

Liq.  strychniuse    3j. 

Aq.  ad   ..       ..       ..  Jviij. 

t       oSS.  ter  die. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Junior.  (199/24,) 

[Presumably  our  correspondent  imagines  that  strychnine 
is  precipitated,  and,  therefore,  that  the  mixture  is  unsafe. 
But  he  forgets  that  there  is  a  large  volume  of  water  in  the 
mixture  (I  of  strychnine  in  6,940  of  fluid),  and  the  dispenser 
should  consider  whether  this  is  sufficient  or  not  to  retain  the 
alkaloid  in  solution  The  solubility  of  strychnine  in  water 
is  1  in  between  6,000  and  7,000,  so  that  the  mixture  is  quite 
safe.  The  spirits  increase  the  solubility.  As  "  Junior  "  was 
in  doubt  about  the  matter,  he  was  justified  in  declining  to 
dispense  the  prescription,  but  the  consequences  of  that  step 
would  reflect  upon  him.  Doubts  in  such  matters  should 
always  be  justified  by  the  best  available  knowledge. — 
Ed.  C.  Sf  2).] 


175/34.  TP.  B  M—  Mixtures  containing  Liq.  Strych- 
nine or  Liq.  Morph  Hydrochlor.  with.  Sodse  Bicarb,  and 
Bismuth.  Carb. — When  in  proportion  so  weak  that  the 
pure  alkaloid  formed  is  still  soluble  in  water  do  not  precipi- 
tate the  alkaloids ;  but  when  the  mixtures  are    much  | 


stronger  the  alkaloids  are  precipitated  gradually,  the  mor- 
phine much  slower  than  the  strychnine — carbonates  pro- 
ducing the  precipitation  more  quickly  than  the  bicarbonates. 
Your  proposed  use  of  tincture  of  nux  vomica  would  be  no 
improvement.  If  sufficient  strength,  its  alkaloids  would  be 
precipitated  ;  and  even  in  weaker  solution  the  resinous  and 
gummy  matters  are  thrown  out,  forming  a  dingy,  dirty- 
looking  mixture.  It  is,  however,  an  advisable  rule  to  label 
all  such  mixtures  with  "  Shake  the  bottle." 


A  Pepsin  Question. 

Sir, — Which  pepsin  should  you  use  in  the  following  mix- 
ture, or  any  similarly-worded  prescription.  I  used  5ij. 
Armour's  soluble  powdered  pepsin.  One  chemist  I  inquire  d 
of  said  I  should  only  have  used  59s.  of  Armour's  so  as  t  o 
make  it  B  P.  strength,  and  another  said  I  had  done  right.  A 
clear  understanding  as  regards  a  matter  of  this  kind  is 
essential,  both  therapeutically  and  financially : — 


Pepsin  sol.        ..               ..       ...  .  ..  3Ij. 

Tint.  nuc.  vom   5iv. 

Ac.  nit.  mur.  dil.    . ,  3iij. 

Tinet.  zingib                               . .  . .  3iv. 

Dec.  taraxin.  ad    ..  Iviij. 

M. 

Cap.  3ss.  ex  aqua  ter  in  die  post  oibos, 


Your  kind  attention  to  this  will  oblige, 

Yours  faithfully, 

November  19.  Pepsin.  (202/11.) 

[We  should  use  the  soluble  pepsin  which  we  preferred  ; 
whose,  is  a  matter  for  each  dispenser's  judgment.  The 
assertion  that  only  5ss.  should  be  used  so  as  to  make  it 
equivalent  to  B.P.  pepsin  is  quite  erroneous.  Pepsin  solubile 
is  not  a  B.P.  preparation. — Ed.  C.  $f  D.] 


A  Jaborandi-mixture. 
201/23.  Jaborandi. — Your  mixture  seems  to  us  to  b© 
correctly  dispensed.  It  is  possible  that  the  previous  dis- 
penser has  used  an  ext.  jabor.  liq.  misc.,  which  is  free  from 
the  waxy  matter  of  the  leaves,  and  gives  in  consequence  a 
clearer  mixture.  As  the  prescription  is  not  a  usual  one  we 
reproduce  it  in  the  hope  that  some  one  who  has  dispensed 
it  before  you  may  be  able  to  throw  light  upon  the  difference 


of  appearance  and  taste : — 

Liq.  Fowleri   -..  ttliij. 

Tr.  nuc.  vom   ..  "R\x. 

Ex.  jaborandi  liq   TTlx. 

Am.  carb.  1    gr.  iv. 

Aq.  chlor.  ad   3bs. 

M. 


It  should,  of  course.be  remembered  that  the  appearance  and 
taste  of  the  mixture  are  likely  to  alter  on  keeping,  owing  to 
the  influence  of  the  free  alkali,  and  this  alone  may  explain 
your  customer's  objection. 


LEGAL  QUERIES. 


ItHmediateinformation  on pharmaco-legal  matters  is  mailable  in  "Pharmacy- 
and  Poison  Laws  of  the  United  Kingdom,"  Alpe's  "Handy-book  of 
Medicine-stamp  Duty,"  and  The  Chemists'  aot>  Dbusqists'  Diaby. 


199/3.  Optimus. — -In  the  circumstances  you  name  you 
are,  we  should  think,  complying  with  the  regulations  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland.  But  it  would  be  wise 
to  get  the  opinion  of  the  Registrar  before  you  go  further. 


172/19.  TP. — We  do  not  know  of  any  case  making  it 
illegal  to  write  on  a  postcard  for  the  balance  of  an  account, 
but  we  cannot  recommend  it.  Moreover,  the  statements 
should  be  strictly  true,  and  the  language  that  of  politeness 
and  moderation,  otherwise  the  jury  would  be  quick  to  infer 
malice  from  the  fact  of  a  postcard  being  used  instead  of 
a  halfpenny  wrapper.  The  resort  to  such  a  method  of 
collecting  accounts  would  hardly  be  conducive  to  future 
I  orders. 
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197/11.  Pills  writes — "  Will  it  be  an  infringement  of  the 
Lottery  Act  if  I  put  a  bottle  of  cough-lozenges  in  my  shop- 
window  with  a  ticket  offering  a  prize  of  21s.  to  the  person  who 
guesses  nearest  to  the  exact  number  of  lozenges  in  the  bottle? 
The  guess  must  be  written  on  the  inside  of  a  lid  of  ore  of  my 
boxes  of  cough-lozenges,  so  that  each  competitor  must  be 
first  a  purchaser  of  some  lozenges."  [This  case  is  almost  on 
all  fours  with  that  of  Barclay  v.  Pearson,  1893,  Q.  Ch.  154, 
in  which  Mr.  Justice  Stirling  held  that  such  a  competition 
was  a  lottery.  Our  correspondent  had  better  submit  his 
proposal  to  the  superintendent  of  police,  and  if  he  offers  no 
objection  the  risk  is  not  very  great  ] 


197/59.  G.  J. — A  wine-licence  is  required  by  vendors  of 
Coleman's  Wincarnis  ;  also  by  vendors  of  quinine  wine  con- 
taining less  than  the  Pharmacopoeia  proportion  of  quinine. 
You  would  find  a  great  deal  of  information  about  Excise 
matters  in  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary. 


178/14.  J.  C. — The  addition  of  preservative  substances  to 
articles  of  food  is  not  unfrequently  the  subject  of  a  prosecu- 
tion under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  Such  prosecu- 
tions are  usually  taken  under  section  3  of  the  Act.  under 
which  it  is  necessary  to  prove  that  the  substance  is  injurious 
to  health.  Evidence  to  that  effect  can  be  got.  For  example, 
the  British.  Medical  Journal  last  week,  in  a  note  on  anti- 
septics in  food,  remarks  that  "  there  may  not  be  in  any  one 
article  a  percentage  sufficient  to  cause,  when  given  in  a 
single  dose,  appreciable  effect ;  but  a  person  taking  boraxed 
milk  and  butter  for  breakfast  and  tea,  and  a  salicylated 
wine  for  dinner,  will  be  consuming  day  by  day  a  sufficient 
amount  of  active  drugs  to  produce  some  effect  on  his 
health." 


198/52.  Nbmen  asks  what  legal  value  the  following 
passage  at  foot  of  invoice  has  (invoice  being  paid) : — 
"Terms:  If  these  goods  are  not  sold  in  nine  months,  cash 
returned  on  all  goods  not  sold/'  Signed  with  the  initials  of 
one  of  the  firm.  [We  cannot  make  any  but  one  meaning  out 
of  the  expression — namely,  that  the  firm  will  return  you  the 
money  for  the  goods  you  have  not  sold.] 


200/42.  Yerax  — Your  local  authority  is  bound  to  provide 
for  the  verification  of  all  scales  and  weights  used  in  trade. 
If  you  cannot  get  a  satisfactory  reply  from  them  write  to  the 
Board  of  Trade,  Whitehall. 


200/49.  Legal. — It  is  our  opinion  that  the  custom  of  the  trade 
withregard  to  chemistsand  their  assistants  is  that  engagements 
are  terminable  by  a  month's  notice  on  either  side.  If  so,  in 
the  absence  of  a  specific  arrangement  an  assistant  can  claim 
a  month's  salary  when  he  is  asked  to  leave  at  once,  provided 
no  justifiable  cause  can  be  assigned.  In  a  county  court  the 
Judge  might  require  evidence  of  the  custom. 


200/31.  Perplexed. — The  proper  course  for  you  to  take  is 
to  commence  an  action  for  specific  performance  of  the  verbal 
agreement  on  th-*  part  of  the  landlord  to  grant  a  lease  on 
the  ground  of  part  performance  on  the  tenant's  part.  Until 
you  do  this  you  are  merely  a  yearly  tenant,  and  your  com- 
pensation under  section  121  of  the  Lands  Clauses  Act  will 
have  to  be  assessed  by  the  Magistrates.  The  Act  says  that 
if  such  a  tenant  is  required  to  give  up  possession,  he  shall  be 
entitled  to  compensation  for  the  value  of  his  unexpired  term 
or  interest  in  the  lands,  and  for  any  just  allowance  which 
ought  to  be  made  him  by  an  incoming  tenant  and  for  any 
loss  or  injury  be  may  sustain.  You  would,  therefore,  be 
•entitled  to  compensation  for  damage  to  goodwill,  owing  to 
removal  and  for  injury  to  your  stock  by  such  removal,  and 
to  have  your  fixtures  taken  at  a  valuation  in  addition  to 
compensation  for  any  extra  rent  you  would  have  to  pay  in 
getting  new  premises  of  the  same  character.  The  Corpora- 
tion, however,  would  be  entitled  through  your  landlord  to 
give  you  six  months'  notice  to  quit  and  not  pay  any  com- 
pensation at  all.  The  bold  course  is  to  take  proceedings 
gainst  the  landlord,  as  this  would  probably  bring  about 
some  settlement. 


198/24.  G.  H.  B. — We  cannot  express  an  opinion  upon  a 
label  unless  you  furnish  us  with  a  complete  copy  of  it.  We 
do  not  thick  that  the  Inland  Revenue  would  sanction  the 
use  of  a  label  "Tic- mixture  (Smith)"  for  an  unstamped 
preparation.  Why  not  icquire  at  Somerset  House?  The 
decision  rests  with  the  Committee  of  Inland  Revenue. 


201/8.  Cartful  — An  arsenical  soap  is,  we  should  think,  a 
preparation  of  arsenic,  and  as  such  it  seems  to  come  under 
the  first  part  of  the  schedule  of  poisons  in  the  Pharmacy 
Act.  If  so  the  usual  consequences  legally  follow,  namely 
that  it  can  only  be  sold  by  chemists  and  that  sales  must  be 
registered,  &c. 


187/3.  Ignoramus. — Vaseline  is  a  registered  trade-mark 
in  Great  Britain.  We  cannot  undertake  trade-mark  searches. 


MISCELLANEOUS  INQUIRIES. 


Back  numbers  containing  formula?,  educational  or  other  specific  information 

can  be  obtained  from  the  Publisher. 
N.B. —  We  destroy  anonymous  letters.    We  do  not  ansicer  queries  of  the  kind 

here  dealt  with  by  post.    We  ask  that  separate  queries  shall  be  written  on 

separate  sheets  of  paper. 


195/67.  J.  P.  C — You  may  use  good  soft-soap  in  place 
of  Naples  soap  if  you  wish  to  get  the  Shaving-cream 
(page  679)  cheaper.    In  that  case  omit  the  water. 


184/28.  Mush. — Dr.  Rice's  translation  of  Askinson's  "  Per- 
fumes" is  the  only  book,  in  addition  to  those  you  have, 
which  we  can  recommend.  E.  &  F.  N.  Spon  publish  it  at 
12s  6d. 


191/71.  Kimholton. — We  cannot  give  you  a  formula  for 
Frizzetta.  We  have  no  idea  how  it  is  made,  or  even  what 
there  is  in  it. 


191/3.  Suffolk  —  Silvering-  fluid.  —See  C.  $  D.  Diary, 
1894,  page  377. 


191/57.  Duoenti  asks  :  "  What  quantity  (approximately) 
of  ol.  asther.  is  obtained  in  the  B.P.  process  for  making  sp. 
ether,  co.  from  the  B.P.  quantities  of  sulphuric  acid  and 
alcohol?"  [If  our  memory  serves  us  correctly,  Mr.  D.  B. 
Dott,  in  criticising  the  B.P.  process,  said  that  his  yield  from 
2  pints  of  S  V.R.  was  scarcely  more  than  the  3  dr.  required 
to  make  spt.  jcther.  co  !  The  oil  of  wine  obtained  is  a  com- 
mercial product,  which  can  be  bought  cheaply  and  in  any 
quantity.  (2)  Hard-water  Soap  generally  contains  a  good 
percentage  of  cocoanut-oil  soap,  but  no  greater  excess  of  free 
alkali  than  ordinary  soap. 


190/49.    Acetum. — Toilet-vinegar  : — 


Oil  of  lemon   ..  Sj. 

Oil  of  bergamot  . .       . .       . .       . .       . .  3ss. 

Oil  of  lavender  ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  lllxx. 

Oil  of  rosemary  ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  Illxx. 

Oil  of  cloves       ..    Hlxx. 

Oil  of  cinnamon  ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  mxv. 

Oil  of  neroli       ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  nix. 

Thymol   gr.  v. 

Glacial  acetic  acid       .,    3 iiss. 

Dissolve  and  add — 

Water  to  ..       ..      ..     ...       ..      ..  Sxv. 


Add  1  dr.  of  kieselguhr  (or  twics  as  much  fullers'  earth ),  shake,  and  set 
aside  for  ten  days  ;  then  filter. 


190/42.  Polish.  — White  Furniture  cream.  —  See  page 
703  in  last  volume,  also  the  formula  for  Brown-boot  polish 
on  page  39  of  current  volume,  minus  the  colouring. 
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187/68.  3ypr>. — A  rough  way  to  estimate  the  percentage 
of  cod-liver  oil  in  an  emulsion  is  to  take  \  oz.  of  it  and  mix 
with  as  much  acetic  acid  and  2  oz.  of  hot  water.  Allow 
to  stand  all  night,  and  nexL,  morning  draw  off  the  watery 
portion  ;  add  more  water,  if  necessary,  and  measure  the  oily 
portion  when  it  is  clear.  We  have  found  about  four-fifths 
of  the  oil  separate  in  this  way. 


189/48.  TP.  TP. — Thanks  for  your  friendly  but  stringent 
epistle.  You  know,  Homer  nodded  sometimes,  and  his 
modern  disciples  find  io  relaxing  too.  Please  do  not  deny 
us  a  nod  or  two,  else  we  might  imagine  that  we  know  every- 
thing, which  would  be  bad  for  us. 


162/35.  Acid. — Dilute  nitro-muriatic  acid  always  gives 
muddy  and  changeable  mixtures  with  gentian  and  other 
vegetable  infusions,  &c.  This  is  on  account  of  the  nitroso- 
compounds  in  the  acid.  We  see  no  reason  why  you  should 
not  put  dilute  hydrochloric  acid  in  your  mixture ;  it  will 
serve  the  purpose  as  well.  In  any  case  filter  the  mixture 
after  two  or  three  days. 


186/9.  Perplexed. — Impurities  in  B  P.  Chemicals. — In 
the  "  Characters  and  Tests  "  the  Pharmacopoeia  gives  tests 
for  all  common  impurities,  and  Mr.  Proctor,  in  his  "  Pharma- 
ceutical Testing,"  gives  easier  methods  for  the  same  purpose. 
Of  course,  the  intelligent  application  of  tests  by  students  is 
only  possible  by  their  becoming  familiar  with  the  reactions 
for  all  bases  and  acids,  and  the  only  way  to  get  at  this  is 
to  go  through  the  usual  chart-work. 


187/25.  Z.  (Milan).— (1)  Artificial  Essence  of  Violet.— 
Ionone  is  not  a  complete  substitute  for  the  natural  odour  of 
the  violet,  and  it  is  therefore  used  to  replace  only  part  of  the 
violet  extrait  in  bouquets  (2)  Bone-marrow  Extract  is 
the  red  medulla  of  bones  freed  from  fat. 


186/14.  Poultry.— Boup-pills.— See  C.  4'  P.,  page  605, 
current  volume. 


173/73.  TP.  TP.  P.— We  do  not  know  what  has  induced 
you  to  imagine  Calcium  Sulphite  to  be  a  suitable  thing  for 
tooth-powder.  Doubtless  it  would  be  if  you  could  ensure  the 
mouth  being  free  from  acidity,  but  if  there  were  the  slightest 
trace  of  the  latter  the  odour  and  taste  of  sulphurous  acid 
would  be  most  objectionable,  although  no  better  antiseptic 
could  be  had.  The  sole  use  of  the  sulphite  is  as  a  preser- 
vative. 


187/44.  Apotheker  sends  us  a  sample  of  Ginger-beer 
Powder  to  aetermine  the  composition.  We  find  it  to  be 
fcimply  equal  parts  of  cream  of  tartar  and  powdered  ginger 
— I  cz.  of  each  for  the  following  label : — 

GINGER-BEER  POWDER 

FOR  MAKING 

AN   EXCELLENT,  CHEAP,  AND   WHOLESOME  BEVERAGE. 

Directions  for.  Use. — Dissolye  2  lbs.  of  moist  or  lump  sugar  with  one 
of  the  Powders,  in  1  gal.  of  -  boiling  water,  then  add  2  gals,  of  cold 
water,  and  when  sufficiently  cold,  ferment  with  yeast.  No  straining 
required. 

N.B. — The  white  of  one  or  two  eggs  well  mixed  with  the  yeast  before 
adding  will  greatly  facilitate  the  fermentation. 


INFORMATION  WANTED. 


The  Editor  invites,  on  behalf  of  inquiring  subscribers, postcard  replies  to  flu 
following : — 

195/23.  What  is  th3  average  charge  made  by  chemists  for 
scaling  teeth  ? 

185/41.  Can  anyone  supply  a  formula  for  Tr.  Eugenii  Co., 
scmetimes  called  "  Pimento  Drain"  in  Jamaica  ? 

202/70    Addresses  of  wholesale  dealers  in  linseed. 


INFORMATION  SUPPLIED. 


Dr  Abercrombie"s  Cough-mixture. 

Syr.  scillae   ..      ..      ..  Jij. 

-     Tr.  opii      ..       ..       ..       ..       ..       ..    3ij.  Tnxl. 

Mucilaginis . ,       ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  Jij. 

Aq.  cinnam.         ..       ..       . .       ..       . .  *iv. 

Aquae         . .       ..       . .       ..       ..'      ..  Jiv. 

The  above  is  what  I  have  always  seen  dispensed  for  this. 
Mildenhall,  Nov.  15.  Haeky  Aybb. 

Tinct.  opii   ...    . .       . .  H1clx. 

Syrup,  scillae   Sij. 

Aq.  cinnam.         ..       ..   3iv. 

Aq  Si  v. 

M. 

Sig.  :  3ss.  pro  dosis. 

E.  Bowman. 

As  a  slight  return  for  many  little  tips  culled  from  your 
columns,  I  beg  to  enclose  the  formula  for  Abercromby's 
Cough-mixture  as  it  used  to  be  made  up  in  my  apprentice- 
ship days : — 

Syr.  scillas    3ij. 

Liq.  opii  sed   in.  50 

Aq.  cassioe      ..       ..       .>.       ..       ..  3j. 

Aquae   ..       ..  3iij. 

M. 

Sig.  :  Coch.  mag.  ter  quaterve  in  die. 

Edinburgh.  Phakmacist. 

[We  are  also  indebted  to  other  correspondents  for  formulae- 
similar  to  one  or  other  of  the  above  What  we  want  to 
know  now  is  which  is  the  correct  thing  1— Ed.  C.  4'  -°  ] 


meyt  meek. 


Secretaries  of  societies  will  oblige  by  communicating  to  us  from  week  to  week 
notices/or  this  section. 


Tuesday,  November  26. 
Royal  Photographic  Society.  —  Technical  meeting,  at 
12  Hanover  Square,  at  8  p.m.  Photo-ceramics.  A  de- 
monstration will  be  given  by  Mr.  W.  Ethelbert  Henry, 
C.E.  "  A  Method  of  Carbon-printing  without  Transfer," 
by  Mr.  Valentine  Blanchard. 

Wednesday,  November  27. 

Brighton  Junior  Association  of  Pharmacy,  31  Cannon 

Place,  at  9  P  M.    Mr.  C.  S.  Ashton  on  "  Mandrakes." 
Glasgow  Pharmaceutical  Association,  at  9  15  p.m.  Dr. 

David  Lees  will  give  a  lantern   demonstration  of 

materia- medica  slides. 
Society  of  Arts,  John  Street,  Adelphi,  W.C ,  at  8  p.m. 

Mr.  H.  H.  Cuninghame  on  "  Locomotive  Carriages  for 

the  Common  Roads." 

Thursday,  November  28. 

Liverpool  Chemists'  Association.  Professor  Haivey  Gibson 
on  "  Oli  Herb  garder  s." 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  103  Great  Russell  Street, 
W.C  ,  at  9  pm.  Mr.  E.  M.  Holmes  on  "Jaborandi- 
leaves  of  Commerce." 

Liverpool  Pharmaceutical  Students'  Society,  University 
College,  at  8.30  p.m.  Mr.  R  H.  Mitchell  on  "  Oint- 
ments"; and  Mr.  Edwin  Williams  on  "The  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  :  Is  it  Worthy  of  Support  ?  " 

Friday,  November  29. 

Aberdeen,  Junior  Chemists'  Association,  21  Bridge  Stre3t,  at 
9.30  p.m.  Mr.  J.  Wisharc  on  "  Bees,  Ants,  and  their 
Ways." 

Pharmaceutical  Society,  36  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  at- 
8.30  P  M.  Mr.  J.  Laidlaw  Ewing  in  the  chair.  Pro- 
ceedings :  Inaugural  sessional  address,  by  John  Gibson, 
Ph.D.,  F.R  S  E  .  Professor  of  Chem-'stry  in  the  Heriot- 
Watt  College,  Edinburgh ;  Additions  to  the  Library  and 
Museum. 


